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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


rir'HESE  Difcourfes  were  taken  in  fliort 
A  hand  at  the  time  of  delivery,  by  a  perfon 
not  in  the  fame  religious  community  with  the 
preacher.  A  few  neceffary  corre&ions  of  gram¬ 
matical  inaccuracies  have  been  fince  made ;  and, 


in  fome  inftances,  a  more  complete  citation  of 
the  texts  adduced.  In  quotations  made  from 
memory,  it  muft  frequently  happen  that  the 
words  are  not  quite  exaft.  It  fufficiently  anf- 

wered  the  fpeaker’s  purpofe  if  the  general  import 

* 

of  the  paffage  was  conveyed ;  and  expremons, 
which  thus  qualify  the  citation,  are  frequently 
introduced,  and  always  to  be  implied. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  minifters  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  fociety,  with  whom  the  author  of  thele 

A  2  Difcourfes 


Difcourfes  profeffed,  difclaim  all  previous  ftudy 
in  the  compofition  of  their  extemporaneous  fer- 
mons.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  expefted  that 
they  fhould  be  exaft  in  methodical  arrangement, 
or  abound  in  the  embcllifliments  of  modern  elo¬ 
quence.  What  was  not  attempted  it  is  no  dif- 
giace  not  to  have  attained.  It  may,  however, 
perhaps,  juftly  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  that 
seal  and  energy  of  delivery,  which  arife  from  the 
feelings  of  the  moment,  may  not,  in  their  effedls 
on  the  audience,  more  than  counterbalance  the 
cool  correct  nefs  of  ftudied  oratory.  The  Qua¬ 
kers  lay  down  few  dogmas,  and  feldom  enlarge 
on  thofe  myfferious  points  of  theology  which 
have  fo  much  divided  the  Chriflian  world,  and 
nave  moftly  occafioned  contention  in  proportion 
to  their  obfeurity.  The  doarine  of  univerfal 
gi.ice,  of  which  a  manifeflation,  or  portion,  is 
given  to  every  man,  and  by  obedience  to  which 
he  is  enabled  to  fulfil  his  duty,  and  to  walk  ac¬ 
ceptably  with  his  Creator,  is  the  leading  princi¬ 
ple  of  that  fociety,  who  hold,  as  the  neceffary 
refult  of  it,  that  true  worfhip  confitts  in  ahum- 
bie  proft  rat  ion  of  heart  and  communion  of  fpirit 
with  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  is  therefore  per¬ 
fectly 
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fe&ly  confident  with  a  (late  of  filence.  Thefc 
points  are  inculcated  in  the  following  pages, 
perhaps,  to  a  degree  of  tautology,  for  which  an 
extract  from  one  of  the  Difcourlcs,  in  the  preacn - 
er’s  own  words,  may  furnifh  the  bed  excufe. 

“  Though  it  is  probable  that  what  I  have 
“  fometimes  delivered  may  have  been  moie  ot 
“  lefs  fimilar  to  that  which  I  have  aforetime  de- 
“  livered,  yet  I  hope  that  even  a  repetition  of 
“  doctrines  and  advices,  which  we  are  urged  to 
ec  deliver  from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  may  not  be  as 
“  water  fpilt  upon  a  done,  but  may  have  a  ten- 
“  dencv  (if  not  to  convey  any  material  informa- 
“  tion  to  the  underftanding)  to  dir  up  at  lead 
the  pure  mind  by  way  of  remembrance.” 

The  love  of  fame,  taken  as  a  general  principle, 
and  including  the  defire  of  being  edeemed  and 
approved  by  one’s  friends,  frequently  mingles 
itlelf  with  our  bed  motives.  But,  though  this 
paffion  may,  in  a  public  preacher,  receive  fome 
gratification  from  the  filent  and  folemn  attention 
of  the  hearers,  it  would  fcarcely  excite  a  prudent 
man  to  expeff  any  increafe  of  reputation  from 
the  publication  of  Difcourfes,  of  which  the  fub- 
je£f  and  arrangement  were  not  preconceived, 

and 
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and  the  exprefiions  fuch  as  were  fuggefted  at  the 
inftant.  In  the  prefent  in  fiance,  at  leafl,  no 
imputation  of  this  fort  can  arife  to  the  author  of 
thefe  Difeourfes,  who  is  removed  from  the  fcene, 
ana  the  influence  of  all  earthly  paffions.  The 
apology  foi  tne  prefent  publication  refls  on  the 
hope  that  impreffions  of  a  falutary  nature  may, 
by  this  means,  be  renewed  on  fuch  minds  as  are 
iincerely  defirous  of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  their 
Nation,  and  of  reaching  the  haven  of  eternal  reft. 

A  fiiend  of  the  author  has  favoured  us  with 
the  following  brief  account  of  him. 

Thomas  Letchworth  was  born  at  Woodbridge, 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  year  1739.  His 
parents  were  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  and 
his  fatnei,  a  tradefman  in  that  town,  was  a 
preacher  among  them.  In  that  religious  fociety, 
the  earnings  of  honeft  induftry  are  thought  to 
be  a  mode  of  maintenance  more  confident  with 
the  evangelical  qualifications  required  in  a  Chrif- 
tian  Minifter,  and  with  the  influence  he  ought 

O 

to  poflefs  m  his  congregation,  than  legal  ftipends 
oi  gi  atuitous  contributions,  which  too  fre¬ 
quently  occafion  contention  in  the  one  inftance, 

Oi  dependence  in  the  other.  He  received  from 

his 
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his  father,  who  had  a  numerous  family,  the  com-* 
mon  education  of  a  boarding-fchool  at  Hartford, 
and  was  afterwards  put  apprentice  to  a  linen- 
draper  at  Epping.  In  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
he  was  of  a  confumptive  habit ;  and  this  imper- 
fe&  ftate  of  his  health  probably  confpired  with  a 
difpofition,  naturally  refle&ive  and  ferious,  to 
imprefs  on  his  mind  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  the  vanity 
of  human  defires,  and  the  importance  of  reli¬ 
gious  duty.  Before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  began  his  minifterial  fervices,  in  which  he 
was  particularly  defirous  to  inculcate  on  the 
minds  of  young  people  a  frequent  confideration 
of  their  latter  end,  and  of  the  awful  concerns  of 
futurity.  His  Difcourfes  were  copious,  ani¬ 
mated,  and  pathetic  ;  but,  perhaps,  not  altoge¬ 
ther  free  from  a  certain  inflation  of  language,  to 
which  men  of  fervid  imaginations,  in  expreffing 
their  firfl:  conceptions,  are  frequently  fubjetf. 
His  fervices  were,  however,  moftly  acceptable, 
and  he  fpent  a  confiderable  portion  of  his  time 
in  vifiting  different  parts  of  the  country  on  a 
religious  account.  At  this  period,  he  kept  a 
fhop  in  Crifpin-ftreet,  Spital-fields,  whence  he 
removed  to  Ampthill,  in  Bedford fhire,  but  after¬ 
wards 


\ 
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wards  returned  to  London,  in  which  city,  or  its 

vicinity,  he  continued  to  refide  till  near  his  de- 
ceafe. 

He  was  not  much  converfant  in  the  learned 
languages,  but  his  reading  in  his  native  tongue 
was  pretty  extenfive.  Hiftory,  natural  philofo- 
phy,  the  rudiments  of  medicine  and  anatomy, 
the  leading  principles  of  aftronomy,  and  even 
the  charms  of  poetry,  furnifhed  him  with  matter 
of  meditation  and  amufementin  his  leifure  hours. 
But  his  favourite  fludy  was  the  myfterious  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  human  mind,  the  paflions  which 
actuate  it,  the  nature  of  its  union  with  the  body, 
the  reafonable  hope  of  its  immortality,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  identity,  liberty,  neceffity,  and  all  thofe 
blanches  which  conftitute  the  fublime  but  ob- 
fcure  fcience  of  metaphyfics.  He  was  well  verfed 
in  mod  of  the  writers  on  thefe  fubjetfs ;  nor  did 
the  different  opinions  of  religious  (efts,  both  in 
his  own  and  in  former  periods  of  hiflory,  efcape 
his  clofe  examination.  The  dernier  result  of  his 
inquiries  may  be#  learned  from  the  following 
paper,  found  among  his  manufcripts  with  that 
very  title  and  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  every 
inquiry  and  controverfy  concerning  fuch  fubjefts 
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might  terminate  in  the  fame  humble  and  libera! 
manner.  - 

«  From  an  honed  intention  of  a&ing  confift- 
<c  ently  with  the  relation  I  bear  to  God,  my  Ma- 
“  ker,  and  to  my  fellow-creatures,  I  have  care- 
,£  fully  reviewed  mod  of  the  religious  fentiments, 
“  on  thofe  fubjefts,  held  by  any  fociety  of  men 
“  in  the  known  world.  I  have  put  a  period  to 
“  my  refearches  into  the  books  and  opinions  of 
“  men,  and  have  concluded  to  refign  myfelf  in 
“  future  to  the  guidance  of  thofe  fenfations  which 
“  I  feel  to  increafe  my  love  to  God  and  to  man- 
“  kind,  and  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  of  conduct 
“  in  religion  and  morality,  the  profecution  of 
“  which  gives  me  the  mod  peace  ;  and  to  judge 
<c  no  man,  neither  pretend  to  exalt  my  opinions 
“  and  praflices  to  judge  of  the  retlitude  of  other 
“  men’s  by.  Let  others  do  as  they  will,  as  for 
“  me  I  will  endeavour  to  feek  peace  and  enlue  it. 
“  A  man  cannot  be  happy,  whatever  notions  or 
“  opinions  he  may  hold,  or  whatever  meafures  of 
“  conduct  he  may  purfue,  unlefs,  in  the  holding 
“  of  fuch  opinions,  and  in  being  found  in  the 
tc  profecution  of  Inch  meafures,  he  feels  himlelf 
“  eafy  and  comforted  at  heart.  Let  this  rule 

B  of 
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o  my  future  conduct  be  termed  erroneous, 
“defeflive,  an  illufion,  or  what  not— it  is  the 

"  lu*e  my  kith  and  manners  which  I  have 
“  been  able  to  find  after  a  clofe  inquiry  of  fifteen 

"  years‘  Olory  t0  God  in  the  bigbeft,  on  earth 
“ peace ,  and  good-will  to  men,  is,  and  I  hope  ever 
“  will  be,  the  language  of  my  foul.  Amen.” 

At  what  time  this  fummary  of  his  refearches 
was  written-  does  not  appear ;  probably  fome 
years  before  his  deceafe.  The  following  extra<5ls 
from  three  letters,  written  to  a  friend  during  his 
laft  illnefs,  the  two  latter  a  (hort  time  before  his 
death,  will  fiiew  that  thefe  fentiments  retained 
their  impreffion  to  the  laft  :  they  will  (hew  that 
he  poflelTed  what,  in  fuch  moments,  it  is  better 


to  poffefs  than  the  treafures  of  the  rich  or  the 
knowledge  of  the  learned,  a  fpirit  of  refignation 

and  peace,  and  a  humble  but  earned:  hope  in  the' 
mercies  of  the  Almighty. 

“  Fourteenth  of  the  twelfth  month,  1783..  I  am 
“  now  better  than  when  thou  lefteft  me.  My 
“  little  bark  fprang  a  leak  fome  months  ago, 
“  w  hich  gradually  gained  on  the  pump  until 
“  eveiT  effort  to  fave  her  feemed  to  be  made  in 
ss  vain,  and  deftru&ion  feemed  inevitable.  The 


c< 


moment 
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“  moment  was  awful,  but  not  fearful.  I  felt  an 
“entire  refignation  to  the  appointment  of  our 
“  heavenly  Father.  I  have  not  to  tell  of  being 
“  lifted  up  to  extacy  in  vifions,  nor  of  my  fears 
“  having  been  alarmed  by  any  terrific  dreams. 
“  To  God,  my  Maker,  I  looked  fingly.  My  de- 
“pendence  was  fixed  on  him  alone.  A  fober, 
“  humbling  fenfe  of  his  prefence  and  providence 
“  prevented  fear,  and  infpired  hope.” 

“  Eleventh  of  the  ninth  month ,  1784.  I  find 
“  myfelf  ftill  lofing  flefh,  and  rather  weaker,  but, 
“in  fome  other  refpefls,  rather  better.  I  know 
“  not  what  to  think.  Here  I  am 

"  Safe  in  the  hands  of  one  difpofing  Power, 

<*  Or  in  the  natal,  or  the  mortal,  hour,” 

“  enjoying  every  gleam  of  funfhine  to  the  ut  in  oft, 
“  and  bearing,  with  as  much  patience  and  refig- 
“  nation  as  poflible,  the  cloudy  days  and  ftarlefs 
“nights  fometimes  allotted  me  under  the  prefent 
“  difpenfation.” 

“  Twenty-eighth  of  the  tenth  month ,  1784.  This 
“  diforder  has  much  reduced  my  flefh  and  my 
“  ftrength  ;  but  I  am  fcarcely  in  any  pain  ;  nor 
am  I  fenfible  at  prefent  of  any  fymptom  which 
“  threatens  any.  The  account  I  received  by  thy 

B  2  “  letter 
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“  letter  of  our  friend  ******  affected  me  much. 
“  We  feem  to  be  in  a  fimilar  weak  flate,  and  as 
cc  it  were  diflolving  apace  into-  the  earth  whence 
we  originally  fprang  j  for,  dufi  thou  art ,  and  to 
ct  duft  thou  /halt  return  :  and,  whenever  we  die, 
whether  foon  or  late,  I  hope  we  fhall  have  an 
unlhaken  truft  in  the  common  Father  of  us  all, 
“  and  refign  to  the  common  lot  of  all  flelh  with 
composure  and  without  regret.  Remember 
“  rne  not  as  a  forfaken  and  miferable  man,  for  I 
“  enjoy  even  now,  and  fuffer  but  little,  very  lit- 
“  tie,  comparatively  fpeaking.  I  rejoice  in  the 
“  good  providence  of  God,  which  is  over  us  all 
“  continually  for  our  good,  and  is  alike  gracious 
cc  to  all  his  creatures  in  what  he  gives  and  what 
“  be  denies  them.  And,  in  all  the  difpenfations 
“  of  his  wifdom,  let  us  truft  in  him,  our  com- 
“  ui on  Father,  Protcdlor,  and  Friend.” 

He  at  length  gradually  funk  under  the  flow 
but  irrefiftible  force  of  a  confumption,  and  de¬ 
parted  on  the  7th  of  the  eleventh  month  (No- 

% 

vernber)  1784,  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend  at  New-  • 
bury,  in  Berkfhire.  From  the  foregoing  account 
of  the  (late  of  his  mind,  it  is  ajmofl:  needlefs  to 
add,  that  he  met  death  with  a  becoming  and 

humble 
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humble  fortitude.  He  was  interred,  at  his  own 
requeft,  in  the  Quakers  burial-ground  at  Read' 
ing,  on  the  14th  of  the  month  above-mentioned ; 
and  his  funeral  was  attended  by  a  great  number 
of  his  friends,  who  were  defirous  of  teftifying 
their  efteem  for  his  memory  by  this  laft  mark  of 
attention. 


N.  B.  The  fir [l  Discourse  in  this  collet  ion  has  been 
incorreftly  printed  in  Ireland ,  and  attributed  to 
another  preacher.  It  is  now  printed  from  a  moi  e 
corrett  copy ,  and  rejlored  to  the  proper  owner. 
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DISCOURSES. 


DISCOURSE  I. 

THERE  is  a  paflage  of  facred  writ  which 
has  been  revived  in  my  remembrance  dur¬ 
ing  the  filence  of  this  meeting  ;  and  the  train  of 

i 

reflexions  which  it  excited  has  fealed  inftruXion 

✓ 

to  my  mind,  and  furnifhed  me  with  renewed 
caufe  for  humiliation  and  gratitude.  The  im¬ 
port  of  it  is  this  :  Men  and  brethren ,  what  Jhall 
we  do  to  be  saved  ? 

,  i 

No  perfon,  who  ferioufly  believes  in  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  a  God,  in  a  future  ftate,  and  in  the 
awful  doXrine  of  rewards  and  punifhments,  can 
be  indifferent  refpe£ting  what  may  be  his  lot, 
when  he  (hall  be  difpoflefled  of  this  frail  taber- 

\  nacle 
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nacle  of  clay  which  he  now  inhabits,  and  which 
is  approaching  to  the  period  of  its  diffolution. 
It  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  him, 
whether  he  (hall  finally  receive,  the  irrevocable 
fentence  of  Go,  ye  cursed,  into  the  regions  of  un- 
fpeakable  mifery ;  or,  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  the  right¬ 
eous-enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord,  and 
into  thy  Mailer’s  reft. 

This  concern  has  prompted  many  to  inquire 
what  is  effentially  neceflary  for  them  to  believe 
and  piaclife,  in  order  to  render  themfelves  the 
•  proper  objects  of  divine  complacence,  and  fur- 
nifh  them  with  a  well-grounded  hope  of  a  happy 
and  glorious  immortality. 

The  honeft  and  lincere,  in  every  nation  under 
heaven,  have  formed  different  ideas  of  the  requi¬ 
res  of  falvation  j  and  they  have,  of  courfe,  pur- 
fued  as  different  meafures  to  accomplilh  that  de- 
firableand  bleffed  end. 

Jt  does  not  appear  to  be  my  prefent  bufinefs 
to  particularife  any  of  the  various  fyftems  of 
faith  which  are  adopted  by  any  party  amongft 
mankind.  It  is  not  to  controvert  matters  in 
which  fincere  men  of  various  denominations 

moft 
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moft  furely  believe  ;  but  rather  to  recommend 
them  to  ftand  open  always  to  convidlion,  and 
to  a  ftridd  attention  to  thofe  rules  of  conduct, 
which,  on  an  impartial  examination,  appear  to 
them  moft  agreeable  to  the  will  of  Heaven.  I 
(hall  therefore  addrefs  myfelf  to  thofe,  in  what¬ 
ever  religious  fociety  they  are  found,  whofe  hon- 
eft  inquiries  have  not  yet  been  attended  with, 
fufficient  convi&ion — have  not  yet  led  them 
clearly  to  perceive  what  the  terms  are,  on  which 
their  future  happinefs  depends,  and  who  are 
therefore  looking  one  upon  another,  whilft  this 
important  queftion  is  found  at  leaft  in  their 
hearts,  if  not  in  their  mouths,  Men  and  brethren , 
what  shall  we  do  to  be  saved ?  An  inquiry  of  this 
folemn  nature,  arifing  from  a  proper  fenfibility 
of  the  want  of  better  inftru&ion,  is  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  that  concern  and  holy  anxiety,  which 
will  ever  be  acceptable  to  the  Father  of  furc 
Mercies.  He  regards  fuch  humble  inquirers  af¬ 
ter  truth  and  peace  with  him,  with  gracious  con- 
defeenfron  ;  and,  if  they  rely  on  the  guidance  of 
his  Spirit,  will  finally  conduft  them  to  his  glo¬ 
rious  reft. 

1  fhall  not  prefume  arrogantly  to  di&ate  to 

C  any, 
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any,  iefpe<5ting  matters  of  fo  important  a  con¬ 
cern  as  that  of  the  foul’s  falvation.  Every  man 
fhould  exercife  thofe  talents  and  gifts,  with 
which  the  Father  of  Lights  has  endued  him,  in  a 
clofe  and  fincere  attention  to  the  voice  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  teacher,  and  in  the  difcovery  of  thole 
truths,  both  practical  and  fpeculative,  which  have 
an  immediate  relation  to  the  happinefs  of  a  being 
eircumftanced  as  he  is.  I  lliall  Amply  propofe 
thofe  things  which,  in  my  view,  and  from  my 
own  experience  as  an  individual,  appear  to  me 
worthy  of  God  for  their  author,  and  worthy  of 
man’s  moA  ferious  attention. 

It  is  an  indifputable  truth  that  we  made  not 
ourfelves :  It  is-  he  that  hath  made  us,  faid  the 
PfalmiA,  and  not  we  ourselves,  for  we  are  also  his 
offspring.  The  matter  which  forms  the  univerfe, 
the  vehicles  which  the  foul  informs,  and  the  more 
noble  intelle& ual  powers  and  faculties  we  pofiefs, 
derive  their  being  from  the  eternal  Fountain  of 
all  power  and  intelligence,  whom  we  characlerife 
by  the  awful  names- of  Jah,  Jehovah,  and  God. 

It  is  alfo  indifputably  evident  to  me,  that  we 
were  brought  into  exigence  with  the  benevolent 
defign  of  our  finally  fuftaining  the  confluent 

,»  dignities 
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dignities  of  glory,  honour,  immortality,  and  eter¬ 
nal  life.  The  Lord  Almighty  hath,  in  unsale¬ 
able  mercy,  defigned,  that,  after  we  have  endured 
a  feafon  of  probation,  a  conflid  with  our  paf- 
fions,  excited  by  numerous  caufes,  and  a  fight 
of  afflidions,  we  (hould  finally  receive  a  glorious 
reward,  a  perpetuity  of  unmixed  felicity,  in  the 
regions  of  eternity. 

But  this  defirable  and  excellent  end  is  not  to 
be  effeded  by  what  is  generally  called  Fate,  the 
laws  of  neceflity,  or  the  arbitrary  will,  power, 
or  decree,  of  the  Author  of  our  exigence.  God 
hath,  in  his  wifdom,  conftituted  us  free  and  in¬ 
telligent  beings.  He  has  endued  us  with  facul¬ 
ties  and  powers  capable  of  apprehending  and 
pradifing  thofe  effential  duties  which  he  makes 
the  condition  of  our  final  acceptance  with  him. 
He  offers,  but  does  not  impofe;  he  gracioufiy 
invites,  but  does  not  compel,  us  to  accept  of  hap- 
pinefs.  He  (hews  us  the  fpiritual  Canaan, 
the  land  of  the  faints  inheritance,  in  every 
generation  :  he  gives  us  power  to  poffefs, 
but  does  not  compel  us  to  enter  theie'm. 
Good  and  evil  are  clearly  fet  before  us,  but  om 
eledion  is  not  conftrained  to  either.  The  ecoiv- 

c  2  •  omy 
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n^7°raI  g0mnmcm  OT«  rational  beings 
" J  T,  d,Vme  B',dom  a"d  «er„al  righteouf. 
r  r  „  The  S,eat  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe  is  no 
e  peaer  of  perfons ,  for,  of  one  blood  hath  he 
made  all  nations  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the 

'.'h-  .  ,T,,c)r  ftand  the  fame  relation  to  the 
umverfial  Father,  Shepherd,  and  Bilhop,  of  fouls 

.  °  tenderly  invites  the  whole  race  of  mankind 

o  come  unto  him  that  they  may  finally  inherit 

"■  J°y  °f  h,s  falvat,“n-  O  unfpeakable  mercy  I 
unutterable  theme  I  It  is  fufficient  to  awaken 

lh=  mo  ft  glowing  fenfations  of  exalted  and  grate- 

u  pratfe  to  that  God  who  is  the  falvation  and 

® ,°ry  °  '^e  riSix=ous  generations,  the  rock  of 
their  ftrengtb ,  and  their  ever l a/ling  rejuge. 

To  this  doftrine  the  holy  apoftle  bore  an  ample 
and  explicit  teftimony  :  Of  a  truth  (faid  he)  / 
per  cave  that  God  Is  no  resp,aer  of  persons  ,  but  in 
every  muon,  be  that  fearetb  him,  and  WrLb 
7  ^hteo usness >  «  accepted  with  him. 

Unis  we  find  that  it  is  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
and  an  obedience  to  the  law  of  righteoufnefs* 
which  are  the  terms  alone  by  which  men  can  be 

faved.  V ye  live  after  the  flejh,  ye  Jhall  die  ■  but, 

tf  ye,  through  the  spirit,  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body. 
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ye  (hall  live.  This  is  a  propofition  of  univerfal 
importance ;  a  propofition  which  relates  to  every 
individual  in  the  vaft  community  of  mankind, 
however  circumftanced,  whether  bond  or  free, 
rich  or  poor,  or  in  whatever  climate  they  refide. 
All  this  may,  indeed,  be  acknowledged  both  by 

thole  within  and  without  the  audience  of  my 

*  * 

voice,  who  yet  are  in  doubt  what  they  Jhall  do  to  be 
saved  with  an  everlafting  falvation.  They  want 
to  be  informed  of  the  precife  ideas  that  fhould  be 

affixed  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the  text ; 

•  *  «■ 

although,  perhaps,  they  readily  apprehend  that 
the  terms  life  and  death  mean  future  happinefs 
and  mifery. 

I  (hall  therefore  attempt,  according  to  the 
ability  I  am  endued  with  at  this  feafon,  to  give 
you  my  thoughts  on  the  important  fubjefl  under 
confideration. 

To  live  after  the  fiefh  is  to  live  in  the  gratifica' 
tionof  our  animal  appetitesand  pafiions,  beyond 
the  bounds  of  reafon,  temperance,  and  fobriety. 
All  the  works  of  darknefs,  which,  by  the  fame 
apoftle,  are  termed  deeds  of  the  body,  all  pride, 
wrath,  envy,  hatred,  covetoufnefs,  with  all  the 
deceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs,  are,  in  other 

words. 
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words,  living  after  the  flejh.  Thefe  things  not 
only  tend  to  the  injury  of  peace  and  fociety,  and 
are  a  bane  to  that  happmefs  which  is  the  refult 
of  genuine  virtue  even  in  this  life  ;  not  only  in¬ 
troduce  numerous  errors  into  the  animal  and 
moral  fyftem,  and  aggravate  the  infirmities  to 
which  thefe  bodies  are  incident,  but  render  us 
unfit  for  thole  contemplations,  and  that  fupreme 
felicity,  which  are  adapted  to  the  dignity  of  ra¬ 
tional  and  immortal  fpirits.  God,  in  his  wifdom, 
hath  made  man  a  little  (and  perhaps  but  a  little) 
lower  than  the  angels.  He  has  endued  him  with 
.  a  capacity  for  contemplating  and  adoring  him, 
the  lource  of  uncreated  excellence  and  perfeaion. 
and  would  crown  him  with  fuperior  honour, 
glory,  and  happinefs,  to  what  fenfual  gratifica¬ 
tions  cau  ever  afford.  Let  us  not  then  degrade 
ourfelves  beneath  that  rank  we  were  defigned  to 
fill  in  cieation,  but  remember  our  immortal  def- 
cent,  the  caufe  of  our  being,  and  its  end. 

We  have,  indeed,  bodies,  and  are  iraprifoned 
within  elements,  which  excite  within  us  nume¬ 
rous  appetites,  affections,  and  paffions ;  but  all 
thefe  are  to  be  gratified  within  certain  bounds, 
in  a  degree  proportioned  to  our  exigences  and 

neceflities, 
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neceflities,  of  which  the  fupreme  intelligence  has 
implanted  a  principle  within  us  to  judge. 

This  principle  of  intelligence,  although  called 
by  a  variety  of  names,  and  diftinguifhed  by  va¬ 
rious  appellations,  in  the  various  profeflions 
amongft  men,  is  one  in  nature,  and  univerfal 
amongd  mankind.  It  is  the  fpirit  in  man  that 
giveth  a  right  underftanding  :  it  is  the  light  that 
(more  or  lefs)  enlightens  every  man:  it  is  the 
word  of  God  in  the  heart,  and  the  word  of  faith 
which  the  apoftle  preached,  to  the  Gentiles  :  it  is 
the  grace  that  hath  appeared  unto  all  men,  teach¬ 
ing  them  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs  and  the  world’s 
lufts,  and  to  live  righteously,  foberly,  and  godly, 
in  this  prefent  world  :  and,  finally,  it  is  the  (u- 
preme  reafon,  the  law  of  truth  and  re&itude,  the 
teft  of  virtue  and  vice,  which  God  himfelf  hath 

placed  in  the  hearts  of  all  men  ;  and  happy  are 

•  ^  \ 

thofe  who  hear  and  obey  it  in  all  things. 

I  would  not  be  underftood  to  mean  that  this 
principle,  of  which  I  am  fpeaking,  is  deftgned  to 

inftruft  us  in  all  truths  which  the  human  mind 

\ 

may,  in  its  own  adlivity  and  wifdom,  attempt  to 
invefligate  ;  or  to  give  us  a  clear  infight  into 

»hofe  numerous  fpeculative  fubje&s,  which  have 

•  » 

not 
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not  only  unprofitably  employed  mankind,  and 
diverted  their  attention  from  things  more  fub- 
ifanttal,  but  which  have  perplexed  and  divided 
them  from  generation  to  generation. 

But  by  the  exercife  of  this  pure,  holy,  hea¬ 
venly,  principle,  we  may  apprehend  thofe  truths 
which  belong  to  us,  and  which  have  an  eflential 
relation  to  the  prime  end  of  our  being.  Of  thefe 
truths  the  Father  of  Spirits  has  conftituted  man 
an  adequate  judge. 

This  is  implied  by  the  queftion  which  our 
Lord  himfelf  propofed  to  a  people  misled  by  the 
traditions  of  their  fathers,  and  who  had,  through 
the  negleft  of  this  principle,  taken  for  doftrine 
the  commandments  of  men  :  Yea,  and  why,  even 
Of  yourselves,  judge  ye  not  what  is  right  ? 

The  obligation  to  all  our  focial,  relative,  and 
religious,  duties,  arifes  from  the  relations  we 
Hand  in  to  our  fellow-creatures  and  to  God,  the 
holy  author  of  our  exiftence.  The  general  rela¬ 
tion,  which  our  fellow  creatures  (land  in  to  us, 
is  that  of  brethren,  children  of  the  fame  univerlal 
parent,  fubjeft  to  the  fame  neceffities,  and  formed 
for  the  fame  unfpeakably  glorious  and  happy 

end.  Hence  it  is  our  duty  to  exercife  the  amiable 

virtues 
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virtues  of  love,  forbearance,  kindnefs,  and  cha- 
rity,  to  all  around  us  ;  to  leek  their  happinefs, 
and  lighten  the  weight  of  human  mifery,  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  power. 

<  1 

There  are,  alfo,  various  accidental  relations 
amongft  mankind,  as  mailer,  fervant,  father, 
governor,  and  numerous  others ;  all  which  have 
their  correfpondent  duties. 

The  relation  we  Hand  in  to  the  great  Author 
6f  our  being  is  that  of  children,  which  is  one 
and  immutable  at  all  times.  A  life,  agreeable  to 
that  relation  we  Hand  in  to  the  Lord  Almighty, 
is  that  of  filial  fear.  Obedience  and  vvorlhip  are 
our  indifpenfable  duty  to  him  ;  and  the  rules  of 
juftice,  charity,  and  brotherly  kindnefs,  are  in- 
difpen fable  obligations  on  us  to  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind. 

Thus  far,  perhaps,  the  perfoiis,  whom  I  im¬ 
mediately  addrefs  at  this  time,  may  concur  with 
me  in  fentiment :  but  they,  as  well  as  myfelf, 
are  perhaps  confcious  of  having  failed  in  nume¬ 
rous  inftances  of  difcharging  their  religious  duties 
to  God,  and  their  focial  duties  one  to  another. 

W e  have  all  finned ,  and  fallen  fort  of  the  glory 
of  Cod.  We  have  multiplied  our  tranfgreffions 

D  without 
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without  number,  and  our  manifold  iniquities  rife 

ouoie  us  as  a  thick  cloud,  obfcuring  the  bright— 

i-e>s  of  that  Sun  or  eternal  Righteoulnefs,  which 

vVould  otne/wile  illuminate  our  underftandings' 

its  mat vellous  lights.  Who  therefore  ^ (ay s 

me  humiliated,  penitent  foul)  Jhall  deliver  us 

from  the  body  of  this  death ?  Who  Hi  all  take  from 

us  the  weight  of  our  fins,  under  which  we  groan 

inceffantly  ?  Who  Jhall  deliver  us  from  the  wrath 

to  corns  ?  Men  and  brethren ,  what  fall  we  do  to  be 
Javed  ? 

The  conditions  or  our  redemption,  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  the  gracious  Father  of  us  all,  are 
clearly  exprelfed  in  the  oracles  of  facred  truth. 

^  ne  placability  of  the  divine  nature  is  repeatedly 
a  Her  ted.  He,  with  whom  dwells  wifdom,  juf- 
tice,  righteoulnefs,  and  ftrength,  is  alfo  repre- 
fented  to  us  in  the  glorious,  adorable  character  of 
a  God  or  mercy,  long- buffering,  and  never- failing 
kindnels ;  as  a  Being  ready  to  blot  out  our  tranf- 
greffions  from  the  celeffial  regiffer,  on  our  fincere 
repentance,  and  to  remember  them  no  more. 
Fiw  will  leltcre  unto  the  humble  penitent  the  joy 
°i  his  falvation  :  he  will  guide  him  by  his  coun¬ 
ts  and  afterwards  receive  him  into  glory. 

This 
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This  important  and  interefting  doctrine 
typified  under  the  law,'  fpoken  of  by  the  pro¬ 
phets,  and  glorioufly  afferted  by  the  Son  of  God, 
who  is  our  mediator  with  the  Father,  and  the 
hope  of  alt  the  righteous  generations.  In  his 
character  was  difplayed  to  mankind,  in  the  m oil- 
eminent  and  ft ri king  manner,  the  provident  care, 
mercy,  and  goodnefs,  of  God  towards  his  whole 
rational  creation.  Like  Iheep  they  have  gone 
affray  trom  the  univerfal  Shepherd  and  Bilhop 
of  fouls.  They  have  revolted  from  his  govern¬ 
ment,  and  widely,  wandered  from  the  path  of 
purity  and  holinefs,  which  is  alfo  the  path  of 
pleafantnefs  and  peace  ;  that  path  of  moral  rec¬ 
titude  and  truth,  that  bright  and  fhining  light, 
which  Hike  the  luminous  orb  after  it  arifes  in 
our  hemifphere)  (bines  with  increafing  refulgence 
and  fplendor  till  it  arrive  at  the  meridian  altitude 
of  glorious,  perfeft  day.  The  light,  which  fhines 
from  heaven  on  the  underftandings  of  men,  will 
lead  all  thofe,  who  purfue  its  direction,  by  degrees 
of  experience,  through  the  wildernefs  of  this 
world  in  perfect  fafety  :  it  will  bring  them,  when 
the  days  of  their  warfare  are  accompUfhed,  to 
the  grand  end  of  their  creation  — to  that  com-# 

P  2  plets 
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.  plete  fruition  of  blifs,  which  is  figuratively  rc- 
prefented  to  us  by  a  city  that  has  foundations, 
whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God  ;  a  city,  who fe 
walls  are  falvation,  and  whole  gates  are  eternal 
pjaife  j  a  city,  that  has  no  need  of  the  elementary 
light  of  the  fun,  moon,  or  ftars  ;  for,  the  Lord 
God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  light  thereof  :  a  city, 
where  God  reigneth  triumphantly  amongft  his 
faints,  and  is  to  them  an  inexhauftible  fountain 
pf  joy,  light,  and  felicity,  forever.  There  the 
weary,  tabulated  pilgrim  finds  an  end  of  all  his 
anxiety  and  labour  ;  the  days  of  his  mourning 
are  ended,  and  he  receives  the  reward  of  his  faith 

and  patience,  the  fruition  of  his  hopes,  even  the 
eternal  falvation  of  his  foul. 


The  important  meflage  which  Chrift,  the  glo¬ 
rious  high-prieft  of  the  Chrirtian  religion,  had 
in  commifiion  from  his  and  our  Father,  from 
his  and  our  God,  was,  that  he  compafiionated 
his  creatures,  encompalTed  with  the  diftrefles  that 


their  fins  had  brought  upon  them— that  he  wil¬ 


led  not  their  everlafting  reparation  from  him, 
the  fource  of  happinefs,  but  that  he  was  willing 
they  fhould  be  reconciled  to  him.  For  this  end, 
xie  called  upon  them  to  repent  and  be  converted , 


that 
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that  their  fins  might  be  forgiven  them,  and  that 
they  might  finally  enter  into  his  reft. 

This  was  the  interefting  dodtrine  which  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  promulgated :  and  happy 
are  thofe  who  hear  and  obey  it  ! 

Retent,  and  be  converted,  that  your  Jins  may  be 
forgiven  you.  It  is  not  the  aflent  of  the  lip,  and 
of  the  tongue,  to  the  glorious  truths  of  the  gof- 
pel ;  it  is  not  the  fplendid  formality  of  high  pro- 
feffion  ;  it  is  not  crying  Lord,  Lord  !  in  the 
hour  of  ftrong  conviction  ;  but  it  is  a  furrender 
of  the  will  and  affedlions,  a  renovation  of  the 
heart,  and  conformity  to  the  divine  image,  which 
can  alone  gain  us  an  admittance  into  the  New 
Jerufalem,  the  city  of  God. 

If  we  make  an  impartial  furvey  of  our  pad 
jives,  review  our  frequent  revoltings,  and  com¬ 
pare  our  conduct  with  the  convictions  we  have 
received  of  right  and  wrong,  virtue  and  vice, 
there  is  fcarcely  a  foul  prelent  but  muft  feel  fome 
degree  of  remorfe,  lome  degree  of  repentance, 
for  the  turpitude  of  his  morals,  and  his  want  of 
love,  obedience,  and  gratitude,  to  fo  gracious  a 
Father,  who  has  encompaffed  us  with  blefilngs, 
and  preferved  us,  by  his  providence,  from  the 

earlieft 
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carhcft  period  of  our  lives  to  the  prefent  hour. 
On  thefe  folemn  reflections  we  muff  (I  fay  again) 
witnefs  fome  degree  of  repentance  ;  but,  unhap¬ 
pily  for  us,  the  impreflions  that  are  made  on  our 
minds,  on  a  ferious  review  of  our  adlions,  are 
loon  cancelled,  foon  effaced,  by  the  influence 
which  a  variety  of  creaturely  objefls  are  buffered 
to  make  upon  us,  and,  like  the  early  dew,  they 
loon  pafs  away  :  Of  the  reck  that  begat  them  they 
have  been  unmindful.  Cleanfed,  in  fome  degree, 
as  we  are,  by  the  waters  of  contrition,  we  again 
become  defiled  by  a  repetition  of  that  iniquity, 
which,  m  the  moments  of  our  humiliation,  we 
had  determined  to  renounce  and  forfake.  We 
are  again  caught  in  the  fnare  of  our  luffs,  and 
captivated  by  objefls  which  have  a  tendency  to 
alienate  our  affe&ions  from  the  one  adorable  Ob¬ 
ject,  the  fource  of  our  fafety  and  felicity,  the  only 
permanent  and  fupreme  good.  What  is  to  be 
done  m  the  fatal  dilemma  to  which  our  incon-? 
flancy  to  our  virtuous  refolutions  has  reduced 
us  ?  Shall  we  delpair  of  the  divine  mercy,  which 
we  have  fo  often  abufed  ;  of  that  goodnefs  vve 
have  fo  long  trifled  with  r  or,  fear  that  our  future 
endeavours  will  be  vain,  and  that,  for  our  multi- 
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piled  tranfgreflions,  we  (hall  be  made  a  desolation 
forever  !  God  forbid  !  Let  us  rather,  in  the 
depths  of  felf-abafement,  prod  rate  our  fouls  at 
the  throne  of  grace,  and  humbly  implore  the 
continued  mercy  of  the  umverlal  Parent.  Let 
us  beg  for  fh  ength  and  holy  ability  to  with  hand 
fucceeding  temptations,  and  run  the  ways  of  his 
commandments  with  delight. 

As  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  fo  he  pitieth 
thofe  who  fear  him,  and,  in  immortal  kindnefs, 
will  bring  them  to  the  joy  of  his  falvation.  He 
knoweth  our  frame,  and  remembereth  that  we' 
are  but  duft.  Although  he  hideth  his  face  for  a 
moment,  yet  with  evcrlafting  kindnefs  will  he 
remember  Zion  ;  for,  ter  maker  is  her  hujh  'and , 
the  Lord  of  Hofls  is  his  name.  Let  us  therefore 
befeec’n  him,  in  the  fervency  of  prayer,  to  fend 
forth  help  from  his  holy  fanctuary,  and  ftrength- 
en  us  to  renew  and  keep  our  covenants  with  him 
to  the  end  of  our  days. 

Let  us  refrain  from  the  commiflion  of  evil, 
and  wait  on  him  in  the  filence  of  all  flefh,  that 
the  Fountain  of  light  and  truth  may  again  en¬ 
lighten  us  to  fee  ourfelves  as  we  are  fecn  of  him, 
and  inflame  cur  hearts  with  that  celeftial  fire 

which 
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which  purgeth  away  the  intelleQual  filth  arid 
drofs  that  Prevent  the  afcent  of  the  foul  God- 
ward,  and  render  it  an  unfit  habitation  for  his 
holinefs  to  dwell  in.  As  our  own  baekflidings 
have  frequently  correaed  us,,  and  covered  our 
minds  with  anxiety,  let  our  future  conduct,  di- 
i  eaed  by  his  grace,  atone  for  what  is  pafl,  and, 
by  a  converlation  ordered  aright,  let  us  glorify 
our  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

I  feel,  at  this  feafon,  the  influence  (in  degree) 
of  that  celeftial  charity  which  breathes  through 
Immanuel  to  the  whole  creation  of  God,  and 
wifiieth  falvation  to  every  foul  that  inhabits  the 
earth.  In  that  I  intreat  you,  as  a  being  fubjea 
to  the  fame  infirmities,  which  you  fometimes  un- 
avaiiably  deplore.  Repent,  and  be  converted.  Re¬ 
pentance  you  have  frequently  experienced  ;  but 
too  little,  I  fear,  of  that  effential  converfion 
which  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  propofes.  It  is  highly 
probable  that  fome  perfons  prelent  have  feen  the 

neceffity  of  that  renovation  of  heart,  and  refor¬ 
mation  of  manners,  intended  by  converfion  ;  and 
yet,  urged  by  the  powerful  prevalence  of  their 
luffs  and  of  lelf-love,  are  feeking,  if  pofiible,  to 
find  fome  other  remedy  for  a  wounded  conscience 

than 
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than  that  which  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  re¬ 
quires  as  a  neceflary  prelude  to  the  favour  of 
God.  They  are  inquiring,  What  Jhall  we  do  to  be 
saved  ?  and,  like  the  young  man  in  the  gofpel, 
they  have  been  animated  with  a  defire  to  be  en¬ 
rolled  among  the  difciples  of  Jefus,  who  are  cal¬ 
led  heirs  of  God,  and  co-heirs  with  Chrift,  of 
that  inheritance  which  is  incorruptible  and  full 
of  glory.  They  have  afked  counfel  of  the  won¬ 
derful  Counfellor,  and  addrefled  him  with  the 
important  queftion,  What  good  thing  Jhall  1  do 
that  1  may  inherit  eternal  life  ?  yet,  when  the  un¬ 
changeable  terms  of  falvation  have  been  pro- 
pofed  ;  when  they  have  been  told  they  muft  patt 
with  all  their  idols,  they  have  gone  away  forrow- 
ful :  the  terms  have  appeared  too  hard  for  them 
to  comply  with  ;  and,  like  the  king  who  wanted 
to  be  cured  of  his  leprofy,  and  was'  daggered  at 
the  thought  of  taking  fo  long  a  journey  as  the 
prophet  had  dire&ed,  are  crying  out,  Are  not  ' 
Abana  and  Pharphar ,  rivers  oj  Damascus,  better 
than  all  the  waters  of  Israel  ?  will  not  their  wa¬ 
ters  cleanle  me  from  my  impurity  ? 

Thus,  numbers  among  mankind  are  Arriving 
to  elude  thofe  meafurcs  which  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 

E  enjoins, 
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enjoins,  and  arc  fubftituting  others  in  their  (lead, 
which  are  better  adapted  to  foothe  the  carnal 
mind,  and  prevent  that  mortification  of  the 
deeds  of  the  body  which  human  nature  fhrinks 
from  with  horror.  Man  is  defirous  to  poflefs 
the  crown  of  eternal  life,  but  not  willing  to  bear 
the  crofs.  He  would  indeed  reign  with  Chrift, 
but  not  fuffer  with  him.  He  would  accompany 
him  to  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  but  not  to 
Golgotha:  he  would  be  his  attendant  at  his  glo¬ 
rification,  but  not  in  the  awful  fcenes  of  his 
humiliation. 

.  _  A 

Divers  have  wandered  as  from  mountain  to 
mountain,  and  from  hill  to  hill,  feeking  for  the 
living  in  the  fepulchres  of  the  dead.  They 
have  fometimes  adopted  one  creed,  and  fome- 
times  another,— pradtifed  external  ordinances 
and  complied  with  empty  forms,  addrefling 
themfelves  frequently  to  guides  as  blind  and  im¬ 
potent  as  themfelves,  with  this  awful  query, 
Men  and  brethren,  what  Jhall  we  do  to  be  saved  t 
I  fay  again,  repent,  and  be  converted ;  for  this 
is  the  only  way  to  find  falvation  to  your  fouls. 
No  external  ceremonies,  no  verbal  confeflions, 

no  change  of  opinions  merely,  can  accomplifh 

this 
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this  repentance  and  converfion,  and  afford  you 
the  consequent  rewards  of  a  glorious  immortali¬ 
ty.  This  important  work  of  falvation  cannot 
be  effeaed  in  man’s  time,  will,  activity  or  wif- 
dom  ;  but  is  wrought  in  him  by  the  powerful 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  is  as  a  con- 
fuming  firfe  to  the  adverfary,  to  the  adverfe  part 
of  man,  to  the  corrupt  will,  which  would  not 
thatChrift  fhould  reign  in  his  kingdom,  and 

that  God  fhould  be  all  in  all. 

It  is  the  baptifm  of  fire,  of  which  John’s  was  but 
a  type,  which,  discriminating  the  pure  from  the 
impure,  gathers  the  wheat  into  the  garner,  but 
confumes  the  chaff  with  unquenchable  burn¬ 
ings.  _  , 

In  the  world  there  are  many  voices  which  cor¬ 
respond  not  witlr  the  voice  of  Chrift,  the  only 
Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  fouls,  whom  we  ought 
to  hear  and  obey  in  all  things,  but  which  are 
the  voices  of  thofe  who  teach  for  hire ,  and  divine 
for  money :  who  look  for  their  gain  from  their  quar¬ 
ters,  and  are  ready  to  make  war  againft  consci¬ 
entious  men,  who  cannot  put  into  their  mouths. 
Thefe  have  found  it  their  worldly  intereft  to 
lead  the  deluded  people  from,  rather  than  to 

E  2  Chrift? 


Cfenil  the  glorious  high  prieflr,  the  life  and 
lght  of  men.  They  have  attempted  to  render 
that  myftenous  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  has  left 
c.ear,  and  to  perplex  the  imderflandings  of 
men,  with  vain  metaphyfical  fpeculations,  with¬ 
out  making  them  either  wifer  or  better  This 
da’s  of  men,  who k  God  is  their  belly,  *>hose  glo¬ 
ry  is  their  jhame,  have  indeed  proved  phyficiam  of 
no  value,  ' 


Many  have  inquired  of  thefe.  What  Jhdll  w 
,  9  e  save^  ?  hut  they  not  having  experienced 
:i;e  WOfk  of  (alyation  in  themfelves,  are  incapa- 
C  *n^ru&  others  in  the  way  that  leads  to  e- 
Tnai  life.  Inhead  of  laying  the  ax  to  the  root 

,  the  corruPt  tree,  they  have  only  attempted  to 
jop  off  fome  of  its  branches,-  and  refeind  tome  of 
its  moft  palpable  excrefcences.  They  have 
been  crying,  Peace,  peace !  when  the  alarm  of 
danger  thould  have  founded  in  the  ears  of  the 
people.  They  have  preferibed  emollients  where 
the  molt  fearching  operation  was  expedient; 
and,  healing  the  wound  of  the  daughter  of  Zi¬ 
on  deceitfully,  have  lulled  multitudes  into  a  fa¬ 
tal  iccurity,  by  flattering  them  with  hopes,  which 
it  is  to  be  feared,  will  end  in  confufion  and  dis¬ 
appointment,  and  perifli  forever.  There 
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There  are  others  who  affume  the  office  of 
fliinifters,  the  purity  of  whofe  intentions  charity 
forbids  me  to  difpute,  who,  like  a  man  that  at¬ 
tempts  to  anfwer  a  queftion  before  he  has  fully 
heard  it,  have  too  precipitately  embarked  in  the 
important  work  of  inftrutfing  fouls  in  the  great 
things  of  falvation,  Thefc  are,  like  Ephraim, 
a  cake  not  turned ;  are  not  yet  inftrufted  in  the 
way  of  the  Lord  perfe&ly,  and  whilft  they  are 
teaching  others,  had  need  themfelves  to  be 
taught  what  are  the  firft  principles  of  the  ora¬ 
cles  of  God.  The  coal  from  the  holy  altar  has 
not  yet  been  applied  to  their  lips,  and  they  have 
been  minirtering,  by  the  law  of  a  carnal  com¬ 
mandment,  without  being  endued  with  the  pow¬ 
er  of  an  endlefs  life.  They  have  run  on  the 
Lord’s  errand  unfent,  and  have  not  effentially 
profited  the  people.  They  have  taken  upon  them 
to  guide  thofe  who  are  inquiring  What  Jhall  we  do 
to  be  saved  ?  and  have  led  them  indeed  from  the 
confines  of  Egypt,  but  leave  them  undireffed 
to  the  fpiritual  Mofes,  to  wander  in  uncertainty, 
and  to  compals  a  mountain  of  doubts  in  the  wil- 
dernefs. 

May  the  Lord  Almighty,  in  his  infinite  mercy, 

gather 
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gather  thefe  who  are  wandering  as  Ihecp  without 
a  fhepherd,  and  lead  them  into  the  facred  eri- 
clofures  of  his  fold  of  eternal  reft  and  fafety  1 

May  the  nations  of  them  that  have  fat  in 
darknefs,  be  again  enlightened  by  the  glorious 
breaking  forth  of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  in 
their  hearts,  that  our  Zion  may  yet  become  an 
eternal  excellency,  and  the  joy  of  many  gener-* 
ations ! 

Let  it  not  be  thought,  by  any  thing  I  have 
faid,  that  1  look  upon  all,  who  appear  girded 
with  the  linen  ephod  of  other  Chriftian  focie- 
ties,  either  as  impoftors,  or  the  deluded  votaries 
of  Antichrift.  I  freely  declare  I  doubt  not 
but  many  of  them  have  had  a  difpenfation  of 
the  golpel  committed  to  them  ;  and,  although 
they  may  be  biaffed  by  the  prejudice  of  educa¬ 
tion,  and  the  traditions  of  their  fathers,  yet  the 
root  of  the  matter  feems  to  be  in  them.  I  ef- 
teem  thefe,  in  whatever  fociety  they  are  found, 
and  in  whatever  veftments  they  are  clothed,  as 
my  brethren  in  the  fellowlhip  of  the  everlafting 
gofpel  of  Chrift.  Yet  I  cannot  diredl  the  fearch- 
er  after  truth,  who  is  pen  lively  inquiring  What 
he  shall  do  to  be  saved}  to  the  miniftry  of  any 

man ; 
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man  j  but  would  rather  recommend  him  to  the 
immediate  teaching  ©f  the  word,  nigh  in  the 
heart,  even  the  fpirit  of  God.  This  is  the  only 
infallible  teacher,  and  the  primary  adequate  rule 
of  faith  and  manners,  and  will  lead  thofe  who , 
attend  to  its  di&ates,  into  the  peaceable  paths 
of  fafety  and  of  truth.  Let  the  earneft  humble 
petition  of  your  fouls  be,  to  the  Father  of  fure 
mercies,  Lead  me  by  thy  counsel ,  and  afterwards  re¬ 
ceive  me  into  glory :  let  thy  rod  and  thy  ftaff 
fupport  me,  through  the  uncertainties  of  time, 
to  a  happy  conclufion  in  thy  favour.  Ye  need 
not,  faith  the  apoftle  to  the  church  formerly,  that 
any  man  teach  you,  fave  as  this  anointing  teach- 
eth,  which  is  truth,  and  no  lie.  Ceafe  therefore 
from  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  noftrils,  and 
whofe  exigence  is  but  as  a  vapour ;  for  where¬ 
in  is  he  to  be  accounted  of  ?  As  a  fallible  being, 
he  is  fubjeft  to  frequent  deception,  and  is  there¬ 
fore  liable  to  deceive  >  but  the  fpirit  of  God  can 
neither  be  deceived,  nor  will  it  deceive  any  foul 
that  fubmits  to  its  holy  government,  and  obeys 
its  dictates.  In  this  is  our  fafety  and  (trength, 
and  the  hope  of  our  eternal  reward,  when  our 
weary  pilgrimage  (hall  come  to  an  end.  O  ye 

penitent 
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penitent  prodigals,  my  foul  earneftly  Jongs 

for  your  reftoration  to  the  mercy  and  favour 
of  God ! 

Ye,  who  are  reduced,  by  your  wanderings  in 
the  wildernefs  of  this  world,  to  a  ftatc  of  ex¬ 
treme  poverty,  to  the  want  of  that  bread  which 
comes  down  from  the  celeftial  regions,  and 
which  can  alone  nourifh  the  foul  up  to  eternal 
life;  ye,  who  have  long  been  attempting  to  fat- 
isfy  the  cravings  of  an  immortal  fpirit,  with  the 
hufks  and  {hells  of  an  empty  profeffion  of  reli¬ 
gion,  look  towards  your  Father,  from  whom  you 
have  revolted.  Remember,  that  in  his  houfe 
tnere  is  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare :  there  your 
fouls  may  be  richly  replenifhed  with  enduring 
fub ftancc.  Return,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael,  from  your 
backfiidings,  and  feek  the  face  of  your  ever- 
Jailing  Father  and  Friend  !  In  unfpeakable  kind* 
nefs  he  hath  declared  that  he  will  be  found  of 
thofe  who  feek  him  in  fincerity  ,of  heart;  and 
that  as  many  as  knock  at  his  gate  for  an  entrance 
Jhali  be  admitted  to  his  prefence,  and  receive  the 
remiffion  of  their  fins.  O  unfpeakable  conde- 
feenfion  !  unutterable  love !  Though  glorioufiy 
exalted  above  the  heaven  of  heavens,  and  placed 

1  at 
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at  the  fummit  of  all  perfection,  yet  his  gracious 
regard  is  to  the  Tons  of  men,  and  he  is  beautifying 
the  place  of  his  feet. 

The  humble  addrefs,  which  the  prodigal  made 
to  his  father,  the  return  that  he  met  with  and 
the  manner  of  his  reception  into  favour,  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  expreflive  of  the  becoming  penitence 
of  the  one,  and  the  mercy  and  benignity  of  the 
other.  1  have  finned,  againfl  heaven ,  and  in  thy 
fght ,  and  am  no  longer  •worthy  to  be  called  thy  son  ; 
make  me  therefore  as  one  of  thy  hired fervants .  The 
injured,  negleCted  parent  compallionates  his 
diftrefs,  takes  the  prodigal  in  his  arms,  owns  him 
for  his  fon,  orders  the  fatted  calf  to  be  killed, 
and  rebukes  the  envy  of  his  elder  brother  with 
"I his  my  son  was  dead ,  but  he  is  alive  again ;  he  was 
lofty  but  is  found.  O  the  height  and  depth  of  the 
goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God  !  Look  unto  him,  ye 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  faved  ! 

Before  I  conclude,  I  find  it  in  my  heart  to 
addrefs  another  clafs  in  this  meeting :  a  clafs  who 
have  earneftly  fought,  and  happily  found,  him  of 
whom  Mofes  and  the  prophets  did  write,  Jefus  of 
Nazareth,  the  Immanuel,  which  being  interpret¬ 
ed,  is  God  with  us.  You,  who  once  were  fcat- 
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feted  as  fheep  without  a  fliepherdon  the  barred 
mountains  and  defolate  hills  of  an  empty  profef- 
fion,  the  great  Shepherd  of  fouls  hath  gathered 
-  within  the  facred  inclofures  of  his  fold,  and  you 
are  under  the  peculiar  protection  of  the  Lord 
Almighty.  He  hath  plucked  you  as  brands  out 
of  the  burning,  and  redeemed  you  to  himfelf, 
with  the  faving  ftrength  of  his  right  arm.  When 
the  blacknefs  of  darknefs  furrounded  your  dwel¬ 
lings  ;  when  the  terror  of  his  judgments  encom- 
palfed  you  for  difobedience,  by  his  light  you 
walked  through  the  region  and  valley  of  the  Sha¬ 
dow  of  death.  Although  for  a  moment  he 
turned  his  face  from  you,  yet,  in  everlafting 
kindnefs,  hath  he  gathered  you  from  the  world 
to  himfelf.  Oh  !  may  you  ever  remember  his 
unutterable  mercy,  and  dedicate  the  remainder  of 
your  days  to  the  honour  of  his  name. 

My  fpirit  falutes  you,  in  the  endeared  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  as  fellow  travellers 
towards  the  land  of  eternal  reft,  and  wifhes  your 
eftablifhment  in  righteoufnefs  forever ;  that  you 
may  abide  in  holy  patience  the  fiery  trial  of 
faith  th  roughout  the  days  of  your  earthly  pilgrim¬ 
age,  and  become  as  fixed  pillars  in  the  celeftial 
building  and  houfe  of  God,  <  If 
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If  you  ftedfaftly  abide  in  the  word  of  faith, 
wherein  you  have  been  taught,  neither  the  mal¬ 
ice  of  men,  nor  the  united  powers  of  darknefs, 
fhall  be  able  to  pluck  you  out  of  the  hands  of 
him  who  is  your  judge,  your  king,  your  piotec^ 
tor,  your  father,  and  everlafting  friend.  As  a 
garden  inclosed  has  he  made  you,  in  fafe  dwellings 
has  he  appointed  your  lots,  and,  in  the  end  of 
days,  he  will  be  your  refuge  forever.  When 
this  earth  fhall  be  wrapped  together  like  a  fcroll, 
and  the  fun  and  moon  be  darkened  ;  when  every 
glorious  conftellation  of  the  heavens  fhall  fintc 
into  everlafting  obfcurity,  and  the  elements  of 
this  world  fhall  be  diffolved  with  fervent  heat ; 
you  will  poflefs  a  habitation  within  the  fuperior 
regions  of  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth,  where 
the  Lord  your  righteoufnefs  dwells. 

Many  of  the  pretended  wife,  learned,  and  pru¬ 
dent,  of  this  world,  who  have  fought  to  climb  up 
fome  other  way  rather  than  enter  by  Chrift,  who 
is  the  door  into  the  fheepfold,  may  pity  you  as 
fools,  or  ridicule  you  as  enthufiafts  ;  they  may 
account  your  life  madnefs,  and  your  end  without 
honour ;  but  they  will  one  day  be  aftonifhed  at 
the  ftrangenefs  of  your  falvatipn,  when  they  may 
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fee,  to  their  confufion,  that  you  are  finally  num¬ 
bered  among  the  children  of  God,  and  your  in¬ 
heritance  is  among  the  faints. 

In  the  world  you  are  to  expeCt  tribulations  of 
various  kinds,  ficknefs,  difeafe,  and  pain  :  temp, 
tations  and  difappointments  invade  the  breads 
of  the  mod  temperate,  virtuous,  and  religious, 
among  men.  A  cup  of  mixture,  more  or  Iefs 
impiegnated  with  the  wormwood  and  the  gall, 
is  the  lot  of  humanity,  defigned  doubtlefs  to  efl 
fed  a  valuable  purpofe  by  him  who  afflifts  not 
willingly,  nor  without  a  righteous  and  benevo¬ 
lent  caule,  the  children  of  men. 

As  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo 
are  the  ways  of  the  Almighty  than  our  ways,  and 
his  thoughts  than  our  thoughts. 

We  fee  a  little,  and  but  a  very  little,  of  the 
amazing  univerfal  plan  of  his  government  over 
rational  and  immortal  fpirits.  It  lies  beyond  the 
ieach  or  the  mod  exalted  created  faculties  to 
comprehend  his  wifiom  throughout  the  righteous 
adminidration  of  his  providence,  which  is  un- 
feai  chable.  It  is  our  duty,  as  frail,  dependent, 
“nd  impotent  beings,  to  meet  every  difpenfation 
with  that  refignation  of  fpirit  which  inceflantly 

breathes 
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breathes  the  humble  language  of  Not  my  will,  0 
Lord,  but  thine,  be  done  in  all  things.  Though 
the  times  are  gloomy,  the  out-goings  of  the 
morning  are  of  God.  He  will  yet  comfort  the 
wafte  places  of  Zion,  and  build  up  her  deiola- 
tions.  He  will  make  her  wildernefs  as  Eden, 
and  her  deferts  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord  :  joy 
and  gladnefs  fhall  be  found  therein,  thankfgiving 
and  the  voice  of  melody.  Awake,  therefore,  and 
put  on  ftrength,  ye  who  have  lien  amongst  the  pots ; 
ye,  who  have  been  affli&ed,  tofled  with  tempefts, 
and  not  comforted ;  for,  the  hour  of  your  falva- 
vation  is  near.  Abide  in  holy  patience,  and 
hope  to  the  end.  It  is  our  duty,  under  the  evils 
which  we  feel,  and  which  our  prudence  could  not 
prevent,  to  implore  divine  aid  to  endure  them 
with  patience,  rather  than  to  pray  that  they  may 
be  removed  from  us ;  left,  like  ignorant  children, 
we  (hould  feek  to  avoid  that  potion,  from  our 
heavenly  Father’s  hand,  which  is  gracioufly  de- 
figned  to  remove,  or  prevent,  a  greater  evil.  This 
is  not  the  place  of  your  reft,  but  a  ftate  of  pro¬ 
bation,  a  painful  pilgrimage,  a  land  of  pits  and 
of  fnares,  through  which  lies  a  narrow  path  to 
the  regions  of  eternal  peace.  The  foul,  by  rea- 

fon 
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fon  of  its  connexion  with  the  body,  and  while 
inclofed  within  the  walls  of  flefli,  cannot  extend 
its  views,  and  employ  its  faculties,  on  divine  ob- 
jefts  without  frequent  interruption.  But,  when 
the  days  of  its  captivity  are  accomplilhed,  it  will 
be  capable  of  a  more  glorious  expan fion  in  the 
kingdom  of  light  and  immortality,  and  poflTefs 
that  joy  which  is  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
Therefore,  in  all  the  calamities  to  which  we  are 
lubjeft  in  the  houfe  of  our  pilgrimage,  we  have 
a  place  of  refuge  to  flee  to,  where  fafety  is  alone 
to  be  found.  1  hough,  indeed,  we  mud  feel  in 
fome  degree  as  men,  yet  we  may  poflTefs  the  pa¬ 
tience,  reflgnation,  and  holy  fortitude,  of  Chrif- 
tians,  who  are  looking  for  a  better  country,  a 
more  excellent  inheritance,  in  that  city  wliofe 

inhabitants  have  no  occafion  to  complain  that 
they  are  fick. 

« 

Be  ye,  therefore,  fledfafl,  immovable,  al  ways 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forafmuch 
as  ye  know  that  your  labour  fliall  not  be  in  vain. 
Be  ye,  in  your  feveral  flat  ions  in  the  church  and 
in  the  world,  as  way-marks  to  the  honed',  fincere 
inquirers,  who  are  afking  the  way  to  Zion,  and, 
fiom  a  true  fenfe  of  their  condition,  are  crying 

out, 
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but,  What  Jhall  we  do  to  he  saved  !  Shew  forth, 
by  your  example  of  charity,  fobriety,  temperance, 
and  holinefs  of  life,  that  you  are  redeemed  from 
the  fpirife  of  the  world  that  lies  in  wickednefs. 
Be  not  captivated  by  its  trifling  amufements,  nor 
enfnared  by  its  lying  vanities ;  but  retain  the  fear 
of  God,  which  will  keep  the  heart  clean,  and 
prove  a  fource  of  fureft  confolation  when  all 
things  elfe  will  be  unavailing.  Let  the  purity  of 
your  lives  demonftrate  that  you  are  attentive  to 
things  more  excellent,  and  have  placed  your  af¬ 
fections  on  things  permanent  and  eternal  j  things 
which  effentially  relate  to  the  falvation  of  the 
foul. 

Thus,  you  will  be  a  means  of  leading  others 
in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and  be¬ 
come  the  confecrated  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

You  will  witnefs  an  increafe  of  ftrength,  wifdom, 

\  * 

and  holy  liability,  from  day  to  clay,  and  perfe- 
verance  in  the  way  that  is  everlafting. 

Finally,  my  brethren,  farewell.  I  commend 
you  to  God,  the  great  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  and  to 

the  word  of  his  grace,  as  the  only  infallible  guide 

* 

to  dirett  you  what  ye  Jhall  do  to  be  saved.  It  is 
able  to  build  you  up  in  the  moft  holy  faith,  to 

direft 
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direct  your  feet  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs  and 

peace,  and,  finally,  to  put  you  in  pofleflion  of  a 

glorious  inheritance,  among  the  faints,  that  will 
never  fade  away  ! 


DISCOURSE 
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DISCOURSE  II 


'T'HEN  jesus  said  to  his  disciples ,  a  rich  man  Jhall 
hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  and 
again  I  say  unto  you,  it  is  eajier  for  a  camel  to  go 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  man  to 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  When  his  disciples 
heard  it,  they  were  exceedingly  amazed,  saying,  who 
then  can  be  saved f  It  is  no  wonder,  indeed,  that 
thefe  appeared  to  them  to  be  hard  sayings,  and 
that  they  fhould  excite  their  aftonifhment,  if  they 
apprehended  by  them,  that  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  was  only  open  to  poverty  and  wretchednefs. 
It  appears,  I  think,  beyond  controverfy,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  difciples  attended  to  the  doflrine 
of  fuch  an  excellent  minifter,  who  fpoke  with 
peculiar  authority,  yet  they  did  not  at  once  com- 

G  prehend 
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prehend  the  whole  of  his  doflrine  and  works. 
Their  underftandings  were  gradually  opened  and 
informed:  they  were  led  on  ftep  by  ftep.  The  work 
of  religion  was  not  with  them,  as  fome  people 
have  imagined  the  work  of  religion  to  be,  an  in- 
fhntaneous  work  :  they  went  on  from  ftrength 
to  fh'ength,  and  from  one  degree  of  knowledge 
to  anothet,  till  they  had  acquired  as  much  as 
was  neceffary  for  them.  They  were  not  inftrufted 
in  all  truths,  but  in  luch  as  refpefted  the  duties 
of  their  day  and  of  their  ftation,  and  which,  in 
the  courfeof  their  pilgrimage  in  this  world,  filled 
them  with  a  humble  hope  and  expectation  of  ul¬ 
timately  entering  into  one  that  is  infinitely  bet¬ 
ter,  there  to  partake  of  the  joy  of  their  Lord,  and 
of  that  reft  from  their  labours  which  is  prepared 
for  the  people  of  God.  Thus,  we  find,  when 
they  were  told  that  they  mufl  eat  his  fiejh,  and  drink 
hs  blood,  —that  it  was  neceffary  a  man  fhould  hate 
his  father  and  mother,  his  wife,  his  children,  and 
even  his  own  life, — accepting  thefe  texts,  at  firft, 
in  a  ft  rid  and  literal  fenfe,  it  is  no  wonder  they 
fhould  think  them  hard  sayings :  hard  indeed  it 
would  be  if  it  were  neceffary  that  the  affe&ions, 
which  flow  from  confanguinity  and  affinity,  mull: 
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be  totally  eradicated,  and  the  malignant  paffiom 
of  hatred  be  fubftituted,  in  order  to  render  us 
fuccefsful  candidates  for  an  inheritance  that  is 
incorruptible  and  that  fadeth  not  away. 

But  it  is  clear  to  me,  beyond  the  lqaft  doubt, 
that  our  Lord  defigtied,  throughout  the  whole 
of  his  miniftry,  to  excite  and  to  ftrengthen,  in- 
ftead  of  weakening,  thofe  bands  by  which  fociety 
is  held  together. 

He  defigned  to  infpire  us  with  the  mod  friend¬ 
ly  affections,  as  the  main,  or  principal,  motive 
to  the  difcharge  of  the  various  focial  and  relative 
duties :  this  appears  to  me  to  be  comprehended 
in  the  fecond  commandment,  Thou  Jhalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself.  With  refpeCt  to  this  parti¬ 
cular  paffage  of  the  New  Teftament,  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  profitable,  at  lead  to  the  younger 
part  of  this  afiembly,  whofe  experience  has  not 
yet  been  much,  and  whofe  obfervations  have  been 
but  tranfient,  to  advert  a  little  to  the  occafion  of 
thefe  hard  sayings ,  which  excited  the  amazement 
of  the  difciples. 

It  feems  there  was  a  young  man  who  had 
heard  of  the  fame  of  Jefus ;  who  wanted  to  be 
inftruCfed  with  refpect  to  what  meafurds  were 
,<r  G  2  neceffary 
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neceflary  for  him  to  adopt  and  topurfue  in  order 
to  inherit  everlafting  life.  Urged  by  this  defire, 
he  makes  an  application  unto  Jefus,  addrefling 
him  after  this  manner,  Good  mafler ,  what  good 
thing  flail  I  do ,  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  life  ? 
Our  Saviour  enumerated  feveral  of  the  com¬ 
mandments,  to  which  he  replied,  and  no  doubt 
with  the  greateft  degree  of  fincerity,  All  these  have 
1  kept  from  my  youth  up,  what  lack  I  yet  ?  It  ap¬ 
peals  that  our  Lord  meant  to  bring  his  love  and 
his  virtue  to  a  fevere  teft.  One  thing ,  fays  he, 

thu  lackejl ;  if  thou  wilt  be  perflB,  sell  that  thou 
haft,  and  give  to  the  poor ;  take  up  thy  cross ,  and  fol~ 
low  me,  and  thou  flak  have  treasure  in  heaven .  It 
feems  that  our  Saviour  ftruck  at  his  darling  paf- 
hon,  the  love  of  money  ;  for,  upon  hearing  this 
propofal,  it  is  evident  that  he  preferred,  at  that 
tune,  retaining  his  corporeal  poffeffions,  that  prc- 
fent  temporary  good,  to  the  future  and  remote 
one  of  eternal  life,  for,  he  went  away  sorrowful. 

-  Tnen  Jefus  faid  to  his  difciples,  A  rich  man 
flail  hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  oj  heaven.  It 
muff,  indeed,  be  acknowledged,  that,  feeing  we 
have  nothing  which  we  have  not  received, — that  * 
we  are  not  proprietors  of  the  inheritance  which 
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we  poffefs,  but  tenants  only  at  will ;  for,  the  earth 
is  the  Lord’s ,  and  the  fulness  thereof,  and  the  cattle 
on  a  thousand  hills , — we  ought  to  relinquiftv,  to 
give  up,  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  that  which  is 
lent  us,  when  it  is  the  will  of  the  giver  to  make 
that  requifition  :  but  it  is  evident  to  me,  that 
this  particular  requifition  intends  not  a  general 
command.  I  conceive,  that  it  is  not  riches, 
merely  as  riches,  which  can  prevent  our  entrance 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  It  may  be  faid,  with 
equal  truth,  that,  it  is  eafier  for  a  camel  to  go 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  poor  man  to 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  if  he  have  nothing 
but  poverty  and  wretchednefs  to  recommend  him. 
It  is  very  evident,  from  divers  circumftances,  that 
our  Lord’s  controverfy  was  not  with  riches,  but  the 
fpirit  of  pride,  which  too  frequently  poflefles  the 
hearts  of  the  rich  ;  for,  we  have  an  account  of  a 
rich,  and  yet  of  a  good,  man,  Jofeph  of  Arirna. 
thea.  From  the  feveral  accounts  of  the  evange- 

O 

lifts  it  appears  he  was  an  honourable  counfellor, 

V  \ 

a  rich  man,  a  good,  a  juft,  man,  a  difciple  of  je- 
fus,  and  one  that  'waited  for  the  kingdom  of  God, 
*  though  it  was  probable  that  he  was  a  member  of 

the  Sanhedrim. 


It 


(  54  ) 

It  Teems  to  me  that  the  rich  man,  defigned  in 
this  text,  is  fuch  a  man  as  is  reprefented  to  us  in 
the  pat  able  :  'There  was  a  certain  rich  man ,  who 
was  clothed  with  purple  and  fine  linen ,  and  fared 
sumptuoufiy  every  day  :  there  was  also  a  certain  beg- 
gar,  that  was  laid  at  kis  gate ,  full  of  sores ,  of  whom 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  was  a  proper  ob- 
jea  of  human  fympathy.  He  was  laid  at  his 
gate  full  of  fores :  his  requifition  was  humble,  de- 
liiing  to  be  fed  only  with  the  crumbs  that  jell  from 
the  rich  man  s  table  ;  moreover ,  the  dogs  came  and 
licked  his  sores.  It  came  to  pass  that  the  beggar 
died,  and  that  he  was  carried  by  the  angels  into 
Abraham's  bosom  :  the  rich  man  also  died,  and  was 
•juried  j  and  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  in  hell,  and  saw 
Lazarus  in  Abrahams  bosom.  He  cried  out  in  a  sort 
o •'  a£>onyi  lather  Abraham,  have  mercy  upon  me,  and 
^end  Lazarus  that  he  may  dip  his  jinger  in  water 
to  cool  my  tongue,  for  1  am  tormented  in  this  fame : 
but  Abraham  answered,  Son,  remember,  that  thou, 
m  thy  lifetime,  received  ft  thy  good  things,  and  like¬ 
wise  Lazarus  evil  things ;  but  now,  he  is  comforted, 
and  thou  art  tormented.  But  we  are  not  to  infer 
from  ihis  text,  that,  merely  his  being  clothed  in 
purple  and  fine  linen,  or  faring  fumpt-uoufiy,  was 

f  *>  ' 
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the  caufe  of  his  confequent  mifery  ;  or,  that  it 
followed  of  courfe,  having  received  the  good 
things  of  this  life,  he  fhould  fuffer  the  word  of 
evils  in  the  next ;  but  it  appears  he  wanted  that 
brotherly  lympathy,  that  friendly  affection,  re- 
commended  to  us  in  the  character  of  the  good 
Samaritan,  which  is  not  reftrifted  to  any  peculiar 
clafs,  but  directed  to  every  object  of  didrefs. 
There  was  a  man,  who,  travelling  from  Jerufa- 
fem  to  Jericho,  fell  among  thieves  :  he  was 
fpoiled,  he  was  wounded. — The  pried  paffed 
by, — he  who  attended  at  the  altar  of  God,  he 
that  fhould  have  poffeffed  a  fpirit  of  univerfa! 
charity.  The  pried  palled  by, — the  Levite  fol¬ 
lowed  his  example,  untouched  with  the  feelings 
of  humanity  ;  his  heart  was  contracted,  perhaps, 
by  the  prejudices  of  a  party,  which  he  had  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  religion.  But  a  Samaritan  palled 
that  way  :  be  looked  upon  the  man  with  that 

ft 

fympathy  and  companion  which  the  love  of 
Chrid  infpires  towards  a  brother  in  didrefs,  in¬ 
capable  of  relieving  himlelf,  upon  whom  many 
fufferings  were  brought,  and  many  more  expected 
to  follow.  He  takes  companion  of  this  poor 
Jew,  pours  oil  and  wine  into  his  wounds,  at¬ 
tempts 
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tempts  to  alleviate  his  grief  by  lelTening  jts 
caufe  ;  and,  though  he  could  have  no  expectation 
of  compenfation,  yet  it  did  not  reftrain  him  from 
attempting  every  thing  in  his  power  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  this  indigent  perfon,  and  his  views  were 
not  confined  to  the  prefent  time  ;  he  looked  for¬ 
ward,  and  endeavoured  to  provide  for  his  future 
well-being,  giving  a  diredion  unto  his  holt,  1 
nvill  repay  thee.  It  was  therefore  the  want  of  this 
fympathy,  together  with  the  fpirit  of  pride, 
which  prompted  the  rich  man  to  purfue  the  lulls 
of  the  flelh,  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  at 
the  expence  of  his  focial  and  religious  duties, 
which  rendered  him  highly  criminal.  This  ap¬ 
pears  clearly  to  have  been  defigned  :  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  this  certain  rich  man  and  that  of  the  beggar 
formed  a  contrail.  The  rich  man  wanted  vir¬ 
tue  ;  the  poor  man  was  deftitute  of  food  ;  it  is 
evident,  however,  that  he  was  in  a  humble  Hate. 
What  could  he  have  alked  lefs  if  he  had  alked 
any  thing  ?  The  feverity  of  hunger  forced  him 
to  afk  thus  much  of  him,  as  he  was  incapable 
of  helping  himfelf.  He  delired  only  the  crumbs 
that  fell  from  the  rich  man's  table,  but  he  was 

unnoticed.  If  he  had  been  of  the  rich,  if  there 

* 

had 
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had  b  sen  a  profpeft  that  the  intcreft,  or  the  plea- 
fure,  of  the  rich  man  could  have  been  aug* 
mented  by  relieving  him,  he  would  have  noticed 
him  as  Laban  did  Abraham’s  fervant  when  he 
faw  the  bracelets  on  his  filler’s  hands,  Come  in , 
thou  blejjed  of  the  Lord ,  'wherefore  ftandefi  thou 
•without  ?  The  door  would  have  been  readily 
opened  to  opulence,  and  titular  dignity  would 
have  found  an  ealy  accels ;  but  the  poor  beg¬ 
gar  lay  unnoticed  :  the  inferior  fpecies  of  ani¬ 
mals  feemed  to  feel  more  fympathy  than  the 
rich  man,  Moreover  the  dogs  came  and  licked  his 
sores.  I  would  not  be  underftood,  by  any  thing 
that  I  have  Laid,  to  attempt  an  ingenious  apo¬ 
logy  for  the  rich  j  but,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
would  attempt  to  make  that  diftindion  between 
the  poverty  of  the  heart  and  the  pofleffions 
of  the  hands  which  the  author  of  the  Chriftian 
religion  defigned.  In  the  courfe  of  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  Almighty  God  it  fo  falleth  out,  that 
the  efforts  of  the  laborious  and  induftrious  are 
not  crowned  with  equal  fuccefs.  But  we  are 
not  to  conclude  that  the  perfon,  whole  barns  are 
filled  with  plenty,  and  whofe  preffes  are  ready  to 
burft  with  new  wine ,  is  the  diftinguifhed  favourite 

H  of 
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of  heaven,  any  more  than  that  the  poor  mart, 
who  divides  his  morfel  with  his  family,- and 
mixes  his  tears  with  his  bread,  is  reprobated  by 
heaven.  It  is  the  abufe,  and  not  the  ufe,  of 
riches  which  the  teflimony  of  Chrift  is  certainly 
againft.  The  apoftle  did  not  enjoin  the  rich  to 
throw  away  their  riches,  but  he  exhorts  Timothy 
to  charge  them  who  are  rich  in  this  world .  that  they 
be  not  high-minded ',  that  they  aflume  nothing  on 
tile  IcOiC  of  their  pofiTefTions  :  Charge  the  rich  of 
this  world  that  they  be  not  high-minded ,  neither  t'rufl 
in  uncertain  riches ,  but  in  the  living  God,  who  giv- 
eth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy .  This  is  what  he 
had  in  charge,  adding,  I  think,  that  we  brought 
nothing  with  us  into  the  world,  and  we  jhall  carry 
nothing  out  of  it.  Naked  we  came  into  the  world, 
naked  we  Jhall  return ,  be  diflolved  and  mixed  with 
thofe  elements,  from  which  we  originally  fprang* 

I  would,  therefore,  attempt,  at  lead,  that  we 
fhould  individually  reflect  upon  the  circumftan- 
ces  that  we  are  placed  in,  and  that  we  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  with  gratitude  the  portion  which,  in  the 
general  courfe  of  God’s  providence,  fhall  be  allot¬ 
ted  to  us.  Nothing  more  is  required  of  us  than 
to  be  good Jle wards  oj  the  manifold  grace  of  God. 

-  -  ‘  .  ,  We 
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We  are  called  ftewards ;  and  a  time  approaches, 

with  unavoidable  certainty,  when  the  Lord  of 

/ 

the  univerfe  will  call  us,  will  fummon  us  hence, 
with  Give  thou  an  accci.nt  of  thy  ftewardjkip ,  jcr 
thou J halt  be  no  longer  Jleward.  Let  us  therefore 
eonfider  the  feveral  talents  we  have  received  for 
the  improvement  of  our  hearts  in  the  Chrif- 
tian  life  :  let  us  eonfider  the  outward  benefits 
that  are  bellowed  upon  us,  and  let  it  be  the  fludy 
of  our  lives  to  apply  them  properly,  and  to  re- 
femble  the  good  Samaritan  ;  that  in  imitating 
the  example  of  the  author  of  the  Chrillian  reli¬ 
gion,  it  may  be  the  delight  of  our  lives  to  diffufe 
happinefs  all  around,  and  to  go  about  doing  good. 
This  appears  to  be  of  indifpenfible  obligation. 
If  the  rich  man  had  poffelfed  this  friendly  difpo- 
lition,  the  beggar  would  not  have  been  negle&ed 
at  the  gates  of  his  houfe,  the  dogs  would  not 
have  been  fullered  to  lick  his  fores  ;  he  would 
have  poured  into  them  lenient  balm  ;  he  would 
have  attempted  to  bind  up  his  broken  heart,  and 
to  wipe  a"? ay  all  tears  from  all  faces ,  to  diffufe 
happinefs  in  as  extenfivea  manner  as  his  abilities 
could  qualify  him  to  diffufe  it,  and  therein  he 
would  have  been  the  bell  prepared  to  join  the 

H  2  •  heavenly 
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heavenly  fociety  above,  when  a  period  fhould 
have  been  put  to  his  exigence  upon  earth,  and 
his  poffeffions  could  no  longer  avail  him.  But 
this  was  not  the  circumftance  of  the  rich  man  ; 
he  wanted  bowels  of  compaffion  ■,  and,  therefore, 
whatever  religious  party  he  was  connected  with, 
whether  of  the  Pharifees  or  of  the  Sadducees,  he 
was  not  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  the  Searcher  of 
hearts.  Let  us  now  refled  a  little  on  what  his 
feelings  mull  be, — the  feelings  of  a  man  that  has 
rolled  along  in  pomp,  that  has  been  clad  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  that  has  had  his  finging  men,  and  his 
Singing  women ,  with  the  found  of  the  pipe  and  of 
the  tabret,  to  attune  his  heart  to  joy,  yet  deffitute 
of  the  feelings  of  humanity  and  of  worthy  fenti- 
ments  of  religion.  Death  approaches,— he  fees 
the  heavens  pajfing  away  as  a  scroll ,  and  the  very 
foundation  of  his  happinefs  diffolved.  I  cannot 
better  exprefs  it  than  in  the  language  of  the  holy 
fcriptures  :  When  in  his  prosperity ,  the  deftroyer 
came  upon  him  ;  his  purposes  were  cut  off,  even  the 
thoughts  of  bis  heart  and  the  dejire  of  his  ^yes  ;  but 
his  day  is  turned  into  night,  his  light  into  darkness ; 
his  harp  is  turned  into  mourning ,  and  his  organ  into 
the  voice  of  toem  that  weep.  He  is  about  to  quit 

this 
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this  fcene  of  things  without  any  hope  or  expecta¬ 
tion  of  entering  upon  any  fcene  that  is  better. 
He  looks  back  upon  a  life  that  has  been  fpent  in 
various  fpecies  of  diflipation,  in  the  gratification 
of  his  fenfual  appetites,  and  in  the  negleCt  of 
every  focial  duty.  He  now  finds  himfelf  in  a  cir- 
cumftance  far  beneath  the  poor  beggar  s  that  lay 
at  his  gate. — Confcience  relumes  the  feat  fhe  had 
loft,— wounds  that  had  been  healed  break  out 
afrefh,  and  bleed  anguifli.  He  looks  back,  but 
it  gives  him  no  pleafure ;  the  pi&ure  excites  the 
molt  painful  feelings.  He  looks  forward,  but 
he  has  no  hope  ;  his  finging  men  and  his  finging 
women,  with  the  voice  of  the  pipe  and  the  tabret, 
can  no  more  infpire  his  foul  with  joy.  He  is 
about  to  quit  this  mortal  ftage,  and  to  enter  into 
the  world  of  fpirits,  but  deftitute  of  thofe  moral 
virtues  that  would  have  qualified  him  to  join  the 
celeftial  fociety,  and  to  take  a  part  in  the  general 
feftivity  which  prevails  throughout  heaven’s  em¬ 
pire.  The  rich  man  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven 
in  a  ftate  of  anguiih  ;  he  beheld  the  beggar  in 
Abraham’s  bofom.  We  are  not  to  confider  this 
text  literally  :  this  is  a  parable,  not  a  matter  of 
fail  j  and.  a  parable  defig ned  to  illuftrate  the 

moral 


moral  'doarine  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  He 


inevitably  follow  a  courfe  of  diflipation  and  a 
negleCd  of  our  proper  duties  :  The  recompence  of 
hn  hands  will  be  rendered  to  every  man.  To  those , 
u-h°  obey  not  the  truth ,  but. obey  unrighteousness,  in¬ 
dignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguijh,  upon 

evtry  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil :  of  the  Jew  Jir (l, 
and  also  of  the  Gentile  ,  for,  there  is  no  respedl  of 
persons  with  God:  and  I  wifli  to  God  there  were 
lefs  refpedt  of  perfons  with  men.  This  was  the 
circumftance,  as  I  conceive,  of  the  rich  man.— 
Let  us  now  confider  what  might  be  the  feelings 
and  the  hopes  of  the  poor  beggar.  Defpifed  of 
his  brethren,  unpitied,  unrelieved,  he  lay  at  the 
gates  of  the  rich  man  ;  the  dogs  licked  his 
wounds : — he  importuned  charity, — but  he  im¬ 
portuned  in  vain.  The  rich  man’s  ear  was  deaf 
to  his  prayers.  What  confolation  could  lie  have 


which,  in  the  extreme,  throw  the  mind  into  tu¬ 
mult.  His  natural  feelings  were  painful,  but 
wnat  were  his  profpe&s  !  What  were  his  hopes  ! 
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Maker  :  he  could  not  boafl:  of  purple  and  fine 
linen ,  he  attended  not  the  tables  of  the  rich,  nor 
partook  of  their  luxurious  banquets,  yet  he  was 

•»  i  * 

the  offspring  of  the  eternal  Father,  who  made 
of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of  men  who  dwell  on  all 
the  face  of  the  earth ,  and  hath  determined  the  bounds 
oj  their  habitation.  If  the  earth  was  unpropitious 
to  his  prayers,  ftill  heaven  was  open  to  his  cries. 
The  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe,  who  regards  the 
crying  of  the  poor  and  the  supplication  of  the  needy  t 
took  companion  on  the  poor  beggar.  He  was 
about  to  quit  his  rags,  to  quit  his  poverty,  and 
to  enter  into  a  date  of  everlafting  happlnefs, — he 
was  carried  by  the  angels  into  Abraham's  bosom. 
Which  of  thofe  circumflances  was  the  moil  de- 
firable  ?  Let  us  extend  our  views  beyond  the 
prefent  Jcene  of  things  :  let  us  anticipate  the 
fhock  we  cannot  fhun.  Which  would  you  ra~ 
ther  fuflain,  the  character  of  this  poor  beggar, 
or  the  character  of  this  certain  rich  man  %  Would 
you  lofe  the  hopes  of  the  beggar  in  order  to  fuf- 
tain  the  dignity  of  the  rich  man  ?  This,  methinks, 
is  a  queftion  which  common  fenfe  would  not  be 
long  in  deciding  upon ;  but,  fuch  is  the  weaknefs 
and  frailty  of  our  nature,  that  we  approve  the 

right, 
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right,  and  yet  purfue  the  wrong :  we  do  the 
thing  that  we  would  not,  and  negledt  that  which 
we  would,  do.  The  paflions  of  human  nature 
are  exceedingly  flrong,  and  there  is  fome  one 
that  generally  charafterifes  every  perfon ;  a  kind 
of  reigning  paflion,  which,  like  Aaron’s  rod,  fwal- 
lows  up  all  the  reft.  We  are  not  all  purfuing 
one  path  of  vanity,  for  its  paths  are  endlefs  :  but 
we  have  an  aptitude,  we  have  a  promptnefs,  ra¬ 
ther  to  purfde  meafures  that  may  produce  a  tem¬ 
poral  good,  than  thofe  which  will  produces  fpi- 
ritual  good.  The  gratification  of  the  prefent 
moment  engages  our  paflions.  If  we  were  to 
form  an  idea  by  the  general  practice  of  mankind, 
we  feem  to  forget  that  we  are  mortal,  and  that 
we  muft  die.  Mankind  bufy  themfelves  often 
befide  their  proper  bufinefs  ;  and,  whilft  they 
are  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  their  earthly  in¬ 
heritance,  are  but  little  folicitous  to  obtain  a 
habitation  in  the  new  heavens  and  in  the  new 
earthy  wherein  righteousness  dwells.  They  prefer 
prefent  to  everlafting  good,  and  negleft  to  culti¬ 
vate  thofe  virtues  which  would  make  them  refem- 
ble  the  Deity,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expref- 
fion,)  expand  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  and  make 
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it  more  capable  of  thofe  fublime  contemplations 
which  are  the  employment  of  the  celeftial  choir. 
I  wifh,  therefore,  that  we  might  be  induced  to 
refledt  on  the  vanity  of  human  wifhes,  and  on 
the  folly  of  human  purfuits.  We  have  no  con¬ 
tinuing  city  here  :  perfedt  felicity  is  no  more  to 
be  found  in  this  mutable  ftate  of  things,  than  it 
was  practicable  for  the  Babel-builders  to  erect  an 
edifice  that  fhould  reach  the  heavens.  Many 
have  foared  aloft,  and  built  their  nefls  on  high, 
as  upon  the  cedar  of  Lebanon,  yet  they  have  been 
brought  down.  Death  levels  all  diftindtions, 
and  earthly  poffeffions  make  no  difference  in  the 
grave  :  let  us  fet  our  affedtions  therefore  upon 
things  that  are  above,  and  not  on  things  which  are 
beneath.  If  our  affedtions  be  placed  upon  the 
fuperior  good,  we  fhall  feel  gradually  a  lefs  at¬ 
tachment  to  things  that  are  feen  ; — lefs  to  this 
world,  the  fafhion  whereof  is  pafiing  away,  and 
we  are  pafiing  away  with  it.  Its  pleafures  are 
but  as  a  cloud,  or  a  vapour,  which  will  foondif- 
appear.  We  are  haftening  to  the  place  of  our 
deftination,  let  us  therefore  run  with  patience  the 
race  that  is  set  before  us,  imitating  the  example  of 
the  wife  and  virtuous  of  all  generations,  endeav- 
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curing  to  fulfil  the  various  obligations  that  we  are 
under  to  the  Author  of  our  being  and  one  to  an- 
othet ;  —  to  adopt  the  phrafe  in  the  parable,  that 
we  may  be  carried  by  angels  into  Abrahams  bo¬ 
som,  and  enter  into  the  fulnefs  of  that  joy,  of 

which  we  have  here  but  a  foretafte,  as  of  the 
brook  that  is  by  the  way. 

Perhaps  tome  prefent,  in  the  hours  of  their 
folitude,.  may  reflea,  that  they  pafs  unnoticed  a- 
rnidtl  the  throng,  while  others  fuftain  the  plaud¬ 
it  of  the  people.  Let  them  consider,  that  in  a 
few  days,  there  will  be  an  end  put  to  their  anxi¬ 
eties  :  if  they  be  virtuous,  indeed,  they  are  def¬ 
ined  for  the  regions  of  glory,  immortality,  and 
eternal  life  regions,  of  which  we  can  at  prefent 
form  no  adequate  idea.  We  fee  but  darkly,  ai 
through  a  glass,— we  explore  but  a  little  of  that 
vaft  plan  of  the  providential  government  of  the 
Supreme  Being  ;  yet,  in  a  future  ftate,  with  fac¬ 
ulties  better  difpofed,  with  minds  properly  pre- 
paied,  it  may  be  a  part  of  our  employment  to 
invefhgate  the  difpenfations  of  divine  providence, 
which  at  prefent  appear  exceedingly  myfterious ; 
— to  celebrate,  in  a  future  world,  the  wonderful 
difplay  of  wiidom  and  power  in  the  conftitution 
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of  this,  and  alfo  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  adapting 
all  his  dilpenfations  to  all  his  people,  for  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  their  fupreme  good ;  and,  from 
a  principle  of  conviction,  to  join  the  heavenly 
heft,  in  faying,  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  worts. 
Lord  God  Almighty :  juft  and  true  are  all  thy  ways , 
thou  King  of  saints,  I  am  encouraged  to  expert 
this  from  the  faying  of  Chrift,  that  what  1  do, 
thou  knoweft  not  now ,  but  Jhalt  know  hereafter 
therefore,  let  not  the  poor  be  difconfolate  in  their 
habitations  of  poverty,  but  let  them  attempt,  in 
their  refpertive  ftations,  to  fill  up  the  duties  of 
their  day,  and  they  (hall  end  in  peace  everlafting. 
I  intend  not  by  what  I  have  faid  that  I  have  any 
perfon  in  view  who  is  wanting  in  charity  and  be¬ 
nevolence  ;  by  no  means :  my  defign  is  general. 
I  commend  that  good  and  virtuous  difpofition 
which  has  been  apparent  in  many  whom  I  am 
addreffing ;  and  I  wifh  they  may  perfevere  in  that 
which  is  right,  and  that  they  may  endeavour  to 
lay  up  for  themselves  a  good  foundation  againfl  the 
time  to  come.  Riches  are  attended  with  many 
fnares,  and  fo  is  poverty.  That  poverty  which 
brings  a  man  to  want  the  necefiaries  of  life,  will 
require  uncommon  fortitude  and  patience  to  bear, 

' J  z  There 
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There  are  indeed  fnares  in  every  ftate.  Every 
ftate  is  a  ftate  of  probation,  and  there  are  temp, 
tations  excited  in  our  minds  which  correfpond 
with  the  ftate  and  circumftances  that  we  are  in, 
and  to  the  feveral  biaffes  that  we  poflefs.  Let  us 
therefore  lay  ajide  every  weight  and  harden,  and 
tie  fm  which  eajily  besets  us,  and  run  with  pa¬ 
tience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us,  cherifhing,  in 

1  le  firft  ln^ance>  a  fincere  love  of  the  Supreme 
Being  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  then  the  love  of 
our  neighbour  as  ourfelves,  that  we  may  polTefs  a 
fpirit  of  univcrfal  benevolence,  which  will 
prompt  us  to  do  all  the  good  we  can  to  that  fam¬ 
ily  of  which  the  Lord  God  Almighty  is  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Head,  I  conceive,  indeed,  that  religion 
and  virtue  allow  of  degrees  in  love.  There  are 
peculiar  attachments  which  arile  from  confan- 
guimty,  and  aifo  from  affinity,  which  religion  has 
no  controverfies  with.  We  read,  in  the  charafter 
of  our  Lord,  that,  notwithftanding  he  pofteffed  a 
love  of  all  his  difciples,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth,  yet  John  feemed  to  be  diftinguilhed  : 
he  leaned  upon  bis  bosom ,  he  was  the  difciple  whom 
Jefus  loved ;  but  we  are  not  hence  to  conclude  that 
he  loved  no  other,-  but  there  was  a  peculiar  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved.  I 
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I  would  recommend,  in  attempting  every  ftep 
of  reformation,  and  in  every  good  word  and 
work,  that  we  attend  to,  and  wait  for,  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  holy  Spirit ;  that  which  would 
fan&ify  us,  that  which  would  gradually  inform 
our  underftandings,  remove  our  prejudices  and 
our  doubts,  inlpire  us  with  the  moft  fubftantiai 
hopes,  and  open,to  us  profpeds  that  are  the  moft 
pleafing  ;  and,  whatever  portion  of  ill  may  be 
allotted  us  in  the  courfe  of  divine  providence,  let 
the  virtuous  ever  bear  in  remembrance  that  there 
is  a  river ,  the  flreams  whereof  make  glad  the  heritage 
oj  God ;  and  every  fincere,  devoted  foul,  of  every 
nation,  kindred,  tongue,  and  people,  that  fears 
God  and  works  righteoufnefs,  is  part  of  this 
heritage,  which  is  replenilhed  with  the  Ihowers 
of  immortal  goodnefs,  and  is  as  a  garden  inclosed , 
notwithftanding  the  different  circumftances  of 
individuals.  The  whole  of  this  heritage  is  in- 
clofed  with  walls  that  are  impregnable, — impreg¬ 
nable  againft  the  enemy.  They  will  be  pre- 
ferved,  by  the  providence  of  Almighty  God,  as 
in  a  garden  that  is  incloled, — a  garden  that  will 
be  refrelhed  with  the  defcent  of  celeftial  rain, 
that  will  be  replenilhed,  and  bring  forth  the  ac¬ 
ceptable 
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ccptable  fruits  of  virtue  and  holinefs.  My  soul, 
faith  the  Pfalmift,  tbirjietb  for  God-,  yea,  for  the 
living  God  ;  and  again,  As  the  heart  panteth  for 
the  water-brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  after  thee ,  O 
God  !  This  is  the  difpofition  of  the  humble  loul, 
who  looks  upon  the  Lord  as  his  fuperior  good, 
and  prefers  a  communion  with  him  to  the  /«- 
crease  oj  corn,  wine,  or  oil .  He  will,  by  every 
method,  endeavor  to  keep  open  a  communication 
with  this  fountain,— a  fountain  that  will  never 
be  exhauffed.  Thanks  be  to  God  ive  have  a  river  * 
though  we  may  be  expofed  to  many  things,  to 
thedarknefs  and  light,  the  heat  and  the  cold,  yet, 
in  the  courfe  of  our  pilgrimage,  there  is  a  river 
that  flows  from  Hermon’s  hills,  the  ftreams 
whereof  ever  make  glad  the  heritage  of  God. 

Let  us  attempt  to  pafs  along  this  river  that  we 
may  be  replenifhed,  fo  fhall  we  experience  that 
which  is  fpoken  of  Wifdom,  my  brook  became  a 
river ,  and  my  river  became  a  sea.  The  good,  the 
virtuous,  man;  the  man  that  feels  the  emotions 
of  filial  piety,  has  recourfe  to  this  river.  A 
brook  is  opened  to  him  by  the  way,  at  which  he 
can  fatiate  his  thirft,  and  renew  his  flrength. 
He  will,  in  waiting  upon  God,  mount  up  as  on 

wings 
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•wings  of  an  eagle ;  he  will  walk ,  and  not  be  weary ; 
run ,  and  not  be  faint.  Thanks  be  to  God  that 
We  have  this  river,  and  I  wifii  we  may  diftinguifh 
this  fountain  of  living  water  from  the  broken  cis¬ 
terns  that  can  hold  no  water.  If  this  be  the  cafe 
with  our  hearts,  then  we  fhall  find  our  confola- 
tion  enlarge,  our  hopes  increafe  till  they  are  loft 
in  fruition,  and  our  faith  terminate  in  open  vif- 
ion,  in  the  contemplation  of  thofe  truths  of 
which  we  can  at  prefent  form  but  inadequate 
ideas,  when  we  fhall  enter  into  the  joy  of  our 
Lord,  and  be  numbered  with  the  wife.  They 
that  are  wise  fhall  Jhine  as  the  brightness  of  the  fir¬ 
mament-,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness ,  as 
the  Jlars  forever  and  ever  ! 
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OST  gracious  God,  infpire  our  hearts  with 
JL  *  JL  fuitable  reverence,  that  we  may  approach 
thee  acceptably,  and  offer  up  our  prayers  to  thee' 
in  full  affurance  that,  though  heaven  is  thy 
throne,  and  the  earth  thy  footftool,  yet  thou  art 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  notice  the  inhabitants  of 
this  lower  world,  as  well  as  thofe  who  are  cloth¬ 
ed 
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ed  with  the  greateft  degree  of  dignity,  and  are 
perfectly  happy  in  a  world  that  is  infinitely  fupe- 
rior.  Imprefs  our  hearts  with  a  fenfe  of  thy 
goodnefs,  upon  which  we  every  moment  depend. 
Let  it  be  manifested  unto  us,  that  the  difpenfing 
of  thy  manifold  grace  fhould  imprefs  us  with 
emotions  of  filial  piety  and  gratitude  unto  thee, 
who  art  the  fource  of  every  thing  that  is  good. 
We  approach  thy  altar  in  the  multitude  of  thy 
mercies,  and  look  in  confidence  towards  thee, 
that,  notwithftanding  our  many  infirmities,  there 
is  mercy  with  thee ,  that  thou  may  eft  be  feared.  G  rant, 
we  befeech  thee,  that,  by  the  operation  of  thy 
holy  Spirit,  thou  everlafting  Shepherd  and  Bifhop 
of  fouls,  multitudes  may  be  gathered  out  of  the 
wildernefs,  in  which  they  have  wandered  and 
been  loft,  within  thy  fold,  to  become  a  part  of 
thy  flock,  and  the  fheep  of  thy  pafturc.  Be 
pleafed,  in  mercy,  to  bring  back  every  fheep  that 
has  ftraypd  unto  the  fold  again,  that,  as  we  arc  • 
thine  by  creation,  we  may,  at  length,  be  thine 
by  adoption  into  a  ftate  of  fonfhip,  and  become 
heirs  of  a  fpiritual  inheritance,  the  crown  im¬ 
mortal,  that  (hall  never  fade  away. 

O  molt  righteous  and  ever lading  Father,  be 

K  pleafed. 
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pleafed,  we  humbly  befeech  thee,  to  look  down 
upon  the  various  circumflances  of  thy  people  j 
eonlole  the  poor,  and  abate  the  pride  of  the  rich, 
that  we  may  by  the  interpofition  of  thy  fpirit, 
be  what  thou  wouldft  have  us  to  be,  a  humble, 
dependent  people,  looking  up  unto  thee  as  the 
fouice  whence  all  our  bieffings  are  derived,  and 
imploring  at  thy  throne  to  be  inftru&ed  to  ufe 
out  talents  to  the  ends  and  purpofes  for  which 
thou  luff  given  them,  that,  whenever  thou  (halt 
oe  pleafed  to  fummon  us  hence,  we  may  have  an 
evidence,  a  hope,  as  an  anchor  that  is  mod  fure 
and  fledfaft,  that  may  preferve  our  fouls  in  tran¬ 
quillity  when  the  waves  of  affliction  roar,  when 
the  winds  of  adyei  fity  may  blow  upon  us  from 
every  quarter.  In  the  mod  painful  difpenfations 
we  may  have  to  pafs  through,  grant  that  we  may 
find  an  afylum  in  thy  name,  which  has  been  the 
tower  of  defence,  the  munition  of  rocks,  to  the 
righteous  in  all  generations. 

O  Lord,  enable  us  to  call  fuccefsfully  upon 
thy  name,  that  we  may  be  faved  with  an  ever- 
falling  falvation  that,  fortified  by  thy  grace, 
we  may  endure  the  dangers  of  profperity,  and 
alio  the  trials  of  poverty,  if  they  fhail  be  permit¬ 
ted 
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ted  to  attend  us ;  that  we  may  not  be  elevated 
too  high,  nor  puffed  up  to  deny  thee,  and  fay, 
who  is  the  Lord  ?  nor  may  be  ever  fo  caft  down 
and  opprefled  in  adverfity,  as  to  (deal,  and  take 
thy  name  in  vain,  to  deny  thee,  O  God  ;  but 
that,  in  every  difpenfation  of  thy  providence,  we 
may  humbly  acquiefce  with  thy  will,  and  fay, 
Not  my  will,  O  Lord,  but  thine  be  done. 

Grant,  we  befe.ech  thee,  that,  under  an  awful 
fenfe  of  thy  attributes,  which  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  human  beings  adequately  to  conceive, 
nor  of  the  tongues  of  angels  to  exprefs,  in  the 
contemplation  of  thy  attributes,  our  fouls,  in¬ 
flamed  with  a  fpirit  of  pure  devotion,  may  afcend 
up,  and  put  up  our  Applications,  to  thee,  O 
Lord.  We  feel  a  holy  awe  pervade  our  fouls  : 
in  the  contemplation  of  thy  attributes  our  words 
are  fwallowed  up  :  we  offer  unto  thee  the  increafe 
of  praife,  and  afcribe  unto  thee  every  thing  that 
is  excellent,  every  thing  that  is  great  :  to  thee 
belong  majefty  and  dominion,  with  every  other 
adorable  attribute,  now  and  forevermore.  Amen. 

.  v  '  JL  ,  u.  v .  l  ...  ,  c  ..... 

K  2  DISCOURSE 


DISCOURSE  III. 


HHKJi  is  a  part  of  a  pfalm,  or  hymn, 
compofed  by  a  fcrvant  of  God,  which  has 
been  revived,  in  my  remembrance,  in  this  meet¬ 
ing  ;  and  I  may  fay,  in  much  fincerity,  it  hath 
been  the  language  of  my  heart  :  Offer  unto  God 
thansgiving. 


The  defign  of  the  author  of  this  pfalm  was,  to 
excite,  both  in  himfelf  and  in  the  minds  of 
others,  the  mod  fervent  emotions  of  gratitude, 
thankfgiving,  and  praife.  Thankfgiving,  if  it 
be  mote  than  the  cold  formality  of  unmeaning 
words,  is  the  genuine  offspring  of  gratitude  and 
devotion.  It  arifes  from  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  man¬ 
ifold  favours  beftowed  upon  us  by  the  providence 
of  God,who  hath  liberally  fupplied  his  creatures 
with^the  provifion  necefiary  for  them.  The 
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The  Scriptures  fpeak  of  the  Almighty  not  only 
as  watching  over,  and  providing  for,  the  fuperior 
clafs  of  beings  in  this  world,  but  as  extending 
his  providential  care  (to  ufe  a  comparative  mode 
of  fpeech)  to  the  meaneft  of  his  creatures.  Not 
a  fparrow  falls  without  him  :  he  heareth  the 
young  ravens  when  they  cry,  and  he  hath  pro¬ 
vided  richly  for  the  foul  of  every  living  thing. 
Man,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  appears  to  be  diftin- 
guilhed  above  all  other  clafles  of  animal  exiftence 
by  a  rational  power  of  reflection.  He  is  capable 
of  afcending  from  effect  to  caufe,  of  obferving 
the  concatenation  thereof,  and  of  inferring,  from 
the  phenomena  of  nature,  the  exiftence  of  a  wife, 
powerful,  intelligent,  and  good,  Being,  whom  we 

call  God.  Hence  he  becomes  an  accountable 

*  »  ✓ 

creature  :  hence  he  has  a  motive  to  thankfgiving 
and  praife,  of  which  the  lower  orders  of  animals 
are  not  capable  j  for,  whatever  fimilarity  there 
may  be  between  the  endowments  of  inferior  ani¬ 
mals,  and  their  inftin&ive  powers,  and  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  the  human  fpecies,  yet  hiftory  affords  us 
no  inftance  of  the  former  betraying  the  leaft  figns 

of  devotion.  Man  is  made  a  little,  and  perhaps 

* 

but  a  little,  lower  than  the  angels.  He  is  capa- 
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ble  of  contemplating  the,  attributes  of  the  fo. 
preme  Caufe  ;  and  who  can  contemplate  the  at¬ 
tributes  of  the  divine  Being  without  feeling  the 
emotions  of  filial  fear  and  gratitude  ?  But  it  is 
exceedingly  to  be  regretted,  that  we  ufe  not  thofe 
fupeiior  powers,  with  which  we  are  endued,  to 
the  nobleft  purpofes,  for  which  they  were  given 
us.  We  employ  too  little  of  the  fhort  fPan  of 
time  in  the  inveftigation  of  fubjefts  which  are 
adapted  to  infpire  us  with  the  beft  affedions,  and 
to  acquire  thofe  virtues  that  would  dignify  our 
nature  :  but,  inftead  thereof,  we  defcend  from 
the  rank  we  fhould  fill,  and,  with  inferior  orders 
of  animals,  make  paffion,  in  (lead  of  right  reafon, 
oui  guide  and  ruler.  Thus  we  become  governed 
by  thofe  fenfual  appetites  which  we  fhould  govern. 
We  give  away  the  power  received  for  the  nobleft 
put  poies,  or  make  it  fubfervient  to  our  loweft 
paffions  ;  and,  like  thofe  animals  which  are  fed 
by  fruit  which  drops  fpontaneoufiy  from  the 
trees,  fome  people  feem  deftitute  of  reflection 
whence  their  provifion  is  derived,  feldom  look 
up,  feldom,  if  ever,  contemplate  the  caufe,  feldom 
refleCt  that  the  earth  is  tee  Lord  s,  and  the  fulness 
thereof,  with  the  cattle  on  a  thousand  bills,  and  that 
!  ,  we 
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we  are  every  moment  dependent  on  his  bounty. 
This  is  the  unhappy  circumdance  of  too  many 
of  the  Tons  and  daughters  of  men. 

V 

I  apprehend  the  principal  ddign  of  all  Gofpel 
Miniders  is,  to  excite  in  the  minds  of  their  hear¬ 
ers  fuch  reflections,  on  beings  circum danced  as 
we  are,  and  on  the  relation  we  bear  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  and  to  the  fupreme  Caufe,  as  may  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  filial  piety,  prompt  us  to  make  our 
hearts  the  (acred  altar  of  the  Lord  Almighty,  and 
offer  unto  God  thanksgiving  and  praife. 

I  fervently  with  that  all  our  hearts  may  be  at 
this  feafon,  not  only  at  this  leafon  but  at  all  other 
times,  fo  imprefTed  with  the  infinite  obligation 
we  are  under  to  the  fupreme  Being,  that  thanks¬ 
giving  might  become  an  habitual  frame  of  f'piri t, 
continued  throughout  all  the  occurrences  of  life, 
fetting  the  Lord  always  before  our  eyes,  that  we 
do  not  evil,  or  offend  him.  Ingratitude,  it  teems, 
actuated  the  children  of  Ifrael.  It  hath  been  the 
principal  caufe,  or  fource,  of  all  moral  evil. 
Thus  the  people  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  received 
the  favours  of  heaven  without  turnin?-  their 
thoughts  reverently  toward  the  fource  whence 
they  were  derived  :  the y  ate  and  drank ,  and  rose  ui> 
to  play*  In  dead 
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Inftead  of  being  difpofed  to  thankfgiving,  they 
indulged  a  fpirit  of  levity.  They  rioted  on  the 
divine  bounty,  and  forgot  to  give  thanks :  they 
wanted,  therefore,  a  proper  motive  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  feveral  duties ;  for,  when  we  are 
impteffed  with  a  proper  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  fa¬ 
vours  received,  we  are  naturally  difpofed  to  fearch 
for,  or  ftudy,  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  per- 
fon  who  conferred  on  us  thofe  favours.  We 
carefully  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  cxprefs 
our  gratitude,  not  only  in  being  verbally  thank¬ 
ful,  but  are  alfo  (fudious  to  avoid  every  thing 
that  would  furnifh  occafion  of  offence'  to  our 
benefactor;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  are  equally 
fhidious  to  render  ourfelves,  as  much  as  poffible, 
worthy  objefts  of  his  favourable  regard.  Thus 
it  is  in  focial  life  among  men,  and  fimilar  there¬ 
to  it  is  with  thofe  minds  which  are  imprefled  with 
a  fenfe  of  gratitude  to  the  fupreme  Being.  The 
confederation  of  his  goodnefs  fhould  lead  us  to 
refiedl  on  our  own  unworthinefs ;  for,  we  are 
indeed  unworthy  of  the  leafi  of  his  mercies ,  and  of 
his  truth ;  yet  he  has  favoured  us  with  the  former 
and  the  latter  rain,  the  upper  and  the  nether 
fprings ;  with  feed- time  and  with  harveft  •  has 

filled 
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filled  our  barns  with  plenty,  and  hath  liberally 
provided  for  the  fuftenance  of  his  creatures.  Im- 
preffed  with  the  fenle  which  this  obligation  im- 
pofes,  the  grateful  heart  would  approach  his  al¬ 
tar  in  the  multitude  of  his  mercies,  and  fay,  What 
foall  we  render  unto  thee  jor  thy  goodness  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men  % 

This  is  the  language  of  the  devoted  heart  • 
and,  though  it  might  be  uttered  only  mentally, 
or  not  be  exprefi'ed  by  any  vocal  found,  yet  the 
Searcher  of  hearts  would  accept  that  affe&ion, 
or  devotion  of  mind.  He  accepts  the  intention 
of  the  heart  before  it  is  brought  forth,  or  mani- 
fefted  by  any  external  aft,  and  we  fhall  then  have 
the  mo  ft  powerful  motive  to  hope  for  the  divine 
aid.  Were  our  hearts  thus  itnpreffed,  we  fliould 
embrace  every  opportunity  of  inquiring  how  we 
fhould  commend  ourlelves  to  his  notice, — how 
exprefs  the  gratitude  we  feel.  We  fhould  be 
induced  to  manifeft  it  by  a  difcharge  of  every 
religious  and  of  every  facial  duty,  by  waiting 
upon  and  worfhipping  him,  by  offering  to  him 
the  pure  incenfe  of  thankfgiving  and  praife,  ex~ 
prefling  what  we  feel  for  the  favours  received, 
by  communicating,  in  proportion  to  our  refpecs 

tive 
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tive  meafures,  to  thofs  who  ftaud  in  need  of  afe 
fiftance  j  and,  indeed,  imprefied  with  the  emo¬ 
tions  of  gratitude  to  God,  it  will  be  the  chief 
pleafure  of  our  lives  to  go  about  doing  good  among 
men.  But  of  thofe,  who  are  deftitute  of  this . 
moft  worthy  principle  of  gratitude,  other  joys 
allure  the  affedf ions,  other  motives,  than  religious 
and  focial  duties.  They  are  in  purfuit  of  fome 
favourite  fenfual  objeft,  which,  at  beft,  compared 
with  the  fuperior  good,  is  only  an  nnfubftantia! 
phantom,  and  purfued  at  the  expence  of  every 
thing  that  confers  real  dignity  on  a  rational  be¬ 
ing,  and  renders  him  acceptable  to  the  Judge  of 

all  the  earth. 

'  *  « 

Thus  the  children  of  Ifrael,  in  proportion  as 
they  loft  light  of  the  providence  of  the  Almighty, 
and  of  what  he  had  done  for  them,  became  more 
and  more  depraved  j  infomuch,  that  they  joined 
fome  of  the  furrounding  nations  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  idolatrous  a€ls.  They  feemed  to  have 
loft  the  idea  of  the  unity  of  God  :  they  became 
deftitute  of  a  fpirit  of  gratitude.  The  prophet, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  degrades  them  beneath 
the  condition  of  the  moft  contemptible  dalles  of 
animals :  Hear,  0  heavens ,  and  give  ear,  0  earth  l 

•  '  for 
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/or,  the  Lord  hath  spoken:  the  ex  knoweth  his  owner, 
and  the  ass  his  mafter  s  crib  ;  but  Israel  doth  not 
know,  my  people  doth  not  Conjider .  If  thefe  animals 
are  not  capable  of  rational  reflexion,  yet  they 
poflefs  fomething  that  bears  a  refemblance  of 
gratitude,  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of 
hftinB.  They,  at  leaft,  exprefs  Tome  notice  of 
thofe  on  whom  they  depend  for  fupport ;  the  ox 
knowetb  his  owner,  and  the  ass  his  mafter  s  crib. 
This  paffage  lets  forth  the  great  moral  depravity 
of  that  people;  and,  in  fhort,  the  hiftory,  which 
the  holy  Scriptures  furnilh  us  with  refpe&ing  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  conveys  a  charge  of  peculiar 
ignorance,  obftinacy,  and  ingratitude  s  The  ox 
knoweth  his  owner ,  and  the  ass  his  mafter' s  crib ; 
but  Israel  doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  conftder. 
Ah,  ftnful  nation,  a  people  laden  with  iniquity,  a  seed 
of  evil  doers !  In  another  place,  the  prophet  hath 
(hewn,  that,  in  departing  from  what  they  fliould 
have  been,  in  forfaking  the  God  of  their  fathers, 
for  want  of  a  reverent  attention  to  his  ftatutes, 
they  loft  the  fpirit  of  devotion,  and  judgments 
were  inflifled  on  them  by  extraordinary  caufes. 
They  deprived  themfelves  of  the  felicity  that  is 
infinitely  fuperior  to  all  the  gratifications  of  fen- 

L  2  fual 
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fual  appetites.  My  people  have  committed  two 
evils  ;  they  have  forsaken  me,  the  Fountain  of  living 
waters,  and  have  hewn  to  themselves  ci ferns,  broken 
a  tier  ns,,  which  can  hold  no  water.  Here  again  they 
are  indirect Iy  charged  with  ingratitude.  To  ufe 
the  figurative  language  of  the  holy  Scriptures, 
he  spread  a  table  for  them  in  the  wilderness,  con¬ 
duced  them  by  a  cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire 
h  night ,  put  them  into  pofTeffion  of  vineyards 
which  were  not  theirs,  and  of  olive-yards  which  they 
had  not  planted,  yet  they  were  ungrateful ;  they 
ceafed  to  offer  unto  God  thanksgiving  ;  that  is  to 
%,  the  fpecies  of  thankfgiving  which  is  accept¬ 
able  to  the  fupreme  Being.  They  made,  indeed, 
many  prayers ;  they  fpread  forth  their  hands  to¬ 
ward  the  habitation  of  his  holinefs ;  the  fervices 
of  the  tabernacle  were  punCually  performed; 
but,  with  all  thefe,  they  pofleffed  not  a  fpirit  of 
thankfgiving,  but  offered  unto  God  a  mere  form 
of  words,  fentiraents  in  which  the  heart  took  no 
part,  which  had  not  been  diCated  by  a  fpirit  of 
gratitude.  They  offered,  therefore,  the  sacrifice 
of  fools.  Such  is  the  weaknefs  of  our  nature, 
that  we  would  perfuade  ourfelves,  were  it  poflU 
tie,  that  the  Almighty  pofTdfes  the  vanity  and 

.  >  ambition 
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ambition  of  a  creature  who  is  fond  of  the  in- 
cenfe  of  adulation,  and  capable  of  being  deceived 
by  the  offerings  of  flattery,  in  which  the  heart  is 
not  intereiled ;  but,  as  he  is  without  the  parts, 
fo  he  is  without  the  paflions,  of  a  creature.  No 
weaknefs  is  to  be  attributed  to  him,  who  is  per- 
feft  and  felf-fufficient.  He  can  derive  no  addi¬ 
tional  felicity  from  our  thankfgiving :  he  can  ex¬ 
perience  no  diminution  from  our  withholding 
him  the  praife  which  is  due  to  his  great  and  ex¬ 
cellent  name.  He  has  inftituted  worfhip,  and 
commanded  thankfgiving,  for  our  fakes,  to  pro¬ 
mote  our  felicity,  and  not  bis  own.  Can  we 
fuppofe,  that,  approaching  him  with  words  com- 
poied  by  way  of  prayer  and  thankfgiving,  in 
which  the  heart  is  not  interefted,  can  be  accept¬ 
able  to  him  ?  No :  and  therefore  their  new 
moons,  the  calling  of  their  affemblies,  and  their 
many  prayers,  were  not  acceptable  incenfe  to  the 
Lord  God  of  Sabaoth.  They  had  committed 
two  evils :  they  had  forfaken  him,  the  Fountain  of 
living  waters,  and  had  hewn  unto  themselves  cis¬ 
terns,  broken  cifterns,  which  could  hold  no  water. 
Therein  is  let  forth  the  great  lofs  that  people 
fuftained  when  they  departed  m  heart  from  that 
.  reverent 
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reverent  attention  which  they  fhould  have  paid 
to  the  fupreme  Being  while  they  were  partakers 
of  his  favours  and  mercies  ;  the  great  lofs  they 
fu  flamed  by  forfaking  the  everlafting  Fountain 
of  felicity  for  the  mere  fenfual  pleafures  of  this 
life,  which  are  not  to  be  compared  with  thefpir- 

itual  joys  that  refult  from  a  ftatc  of  real  devd, 
tion  and  thanksgiving. 

There  is  no  fource  of  temporal  pleafure  but 
what  may  foon  terminate.  Difappointment 
awaits  us  in  every  ftate.  Pains,  afflidions,  dif, 
eafes,  may  foon  render  us  incapable  of  tafling 
thofe  plealures  we  have  long  been  in  the  purfuit 
of }  and,  after  a  tedious  chafe,  in  the  moment 
when  we  blefs  ourfelves  with  the  expectation  of 
fruition,  we  grafp  the  phantom,  and  find  it  air. 
flow  many  inftances  have  we  feen  of  people,  in-, 
toxicated  with  a  fpirit  of  ambition  and  avarice, 
who  fuppofed  that  the  accumulation  of  wealth 
would  lender  them  peifeCtly  happy  ;  who  have 
propofed  to  themfelves  a  future  period,  when 
they  fhould  fit  down  at  the  end  of  their  labours 
in  peace ;  and  have  gone  on,  from  one  ftage  of 
life  to  another,  led  as  it  were  by  an  ignis- fatuus, 
to  perambulate  the  enchanted  circle !  Difap- 
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pointment  has  terminated  their  purfuits.  If  we 
have  not  fomething  elfe  to  reft  om  hopes  upon 
than  the  pleafure  which  this  world  can  produce, 
we  (hall  be  like  the  man  who  dreamt  that  he  was 
hungry,  and  ate*  thirfty,  and  he  drank;  but 
awoke,  and  beheld  his  appetites  (till  remained : 
and  this  may  perhaps  conftitute,  in  part,  the 
mifery  of  a  future  ftate,— the  entering  into  it 
with  appetites  which  cannot  be  gratified* 

Having  attempted  to  (hew  the  importance  of 
gratitude,  and  the  difmal  confequences  that  flow 
from  the  contrary  principle,  I  will  now  attempt, 
at  leaft,  to  point  out  one  caufe  why  we  feel  fo 
little  of  this  virtuous  affection  ; — that  is,  Ambi¬ 
tion,  the  grand  enemy  of  man’s  felicity.  On  the 
wings  of  imagination,  in  an  extravagant  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  future,  man  deprives  himfelf  of  the 
enjoyment  which  virtue  would  yield  him  in  the 
prefent  hour.  He  labours  for  very  vanity ,  and 
disquiets  himself  in  vain *  Perhaps  we  (hall  find 
the  very  feeds  of  ambition  fown,  as  it  were,  and 
interwoven,  with  our  very  nature  and  conftitu- 
tion.  There  is  fome  fpecies  of  ambition  that 
takes  place  in  the  lowed  as  well  as  in  the  higheft 
ranks  of  fociety.  In  our  prefent  circumftances, 
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Jet  them  be  what  they  may  above  wanting  the 
neceffaries  of  life,  (which  is  the  lot  of  but  very 
few,  comparatively  fpeaking ;  and,  of  this  few, 
the  evil  has  been  brought  upon  them  principally 
by  their  own  imprudence  and  intemperance)  we 
fhould  be  content.  A  few,  indeed,  have  been 
fubje&ed  to  want  the  neceffaries  of  life  by  una¬ 
voidable  events :  thefe  are  worthy  objects  of 
charity,  and  will  not  be  neglefted  by  thofe  who 
can  feel  for  another’s  woe.  But,  indeed,  fuch  is 
the  want  of  fympathy,  that  fome  people  feldom 
fee  an  affli&ion  without  their  own  doors.  They 
Jive  for  themfelves  only,  and  feem  as  if  they 
were  as  deftitute  of  the  love  of  their  neighbour 
as  they  are  of  gratitude  to  God.  But,  with  ref- 
pect  to  this  paffion  of  ambition,  againft  which  I 
would  in  a  peculiar  manner  endeavour  to  guard 
the  minds  of  youth,  refill  it  early,  or  it  will  grow 
with  your  growth,  and  ftrengthen  with  your 
flrength.  Guard  againft  the  errors  of  libertinifm, 
the  errors  of  the  fpendthrift,  and  the  errors  of 
the  mifer,  that  you  may  early  poffefs  the  emo¬ 
tions  of  gratitude  to  th*e  Author  of  your  being. 
If  it  be  your  lot  to  abound  in  this  world’s  goods, 
receive  the  fuperabundant  favours  with  gratitude, 
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and  thankfully  apply  them  to  the  purpofes  for 
which  they  were  given.  But,  fuch  is  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  paffion  (ambition)  that  it  prompts 
us  to  look  up  to  the  claffes  of  mankind  a  little 
above  us,  and  not  to  the  Mod  High.  We  look 
among  our  neighbours,  who  have  acquired  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  we  have  acquired,  and  are  led  as 
it  were  imperceptibly  towards  a  date  we  can  ne¬ 
ver  attain.  I  have  never  known,  in  the  courfe 
of  my  obfervation,  a  perfon,  who  was  not  con¬ 
tented  in  a  low  date  of  life,  that  was  ever  happier 
in  a  higher  j  but  I  have  known  fome  who  have 
been  happy  in  a  low  dation,  and,  when  they  have 
eaten  their  morfel  in  quietnefs,  have  offered  unto 
God  thankfgiving  and  praife.  Happinefs  is 
tendered  to  all.  Be  but  grateful,  and  thou  (halt 
be  happy ;  for,  gratitude  will  infpire  us  with 
this  fentiment,  Having  food  and  raiment,  be  there¬ 
with  content. 

I  make  thefe  obfervations  on  the  fubjeft  with¬ 
out  premeditation  ;  and,  indeed,  the  want  of  or¬ 
der  in  my  delivery  of  them  will  be  a  fufiicient: 

•  § 

proof  of  it.  I  recommend  them  to  your  ferious 
confideration,  and  wifli  your  hearts  may  be  fuit- 
ably  imprefled  with  the  fuhjeft.  And,  though 
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thankfgiving  fhould  be  our  general  mental  habit, 
our  hearts  fhould  be  particularly  imprefled  with 
it  at  particular  times.  We  ought  to  look  up 
with  peculiar  thankfgiving  to  the  throne  of 
giace  in  the  moment  of  fruition.  We  have  en¬ 
joined  no  peculiar  mode,  or  form,  of  prayor  or 
thankfgiving.  We  have  no  ceremony  by  way 
of  grace  before  and  after  meat  ;  but,  in  difpenf- 
ing  with  thefe  forms,  we  do  not  difpenfe  with  the 
thing  itfelf  intended  by  them.  We  ought  to  be 
imprefled  with  filial  piety  towards  our  Almighty 
Father.  We  ought  to  make  a  folemn  paufe  pre¬ 
vious  to  our  pai  taking  of  the  divine  bounty,  and 
to  poflefs  fuch  a  fpirit  of  devotion,  that  we  may 

offer,  at  leaft  mentally,  unto  God  thanksgiving  and 
praise. 

And,  at  the  clofe  of  the  day,  though  we  have 
no  form  of  evening  or  morning  prayer,  yet  I 
would  attempt  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  youth 
efpecially,.  that,  before  they  clofe  their  eyes  to 
fleep,  they  fhould  review  the  tranfadfions  of  the 
paft'day,  and  fee  what  there  is  to  approve,  what 
to  condemn, — to  contemplate  the  mercy  and 
the  goodnefs  extended  to  them,  that  they  may 
offer  unto  God  thanksgiving  for  his  mercies,  and 
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commend  themfelves  to  his  prote&ion.  Again, 
in  the  morning,  we  ought  alfo  to  offer  up  thanks¬ 
giving.  If  we  po fiefs  this  difpofition  of  mind, 
we  (hall  not  be  entangled  with  the  things  of  this 
life,  which  enfnare,  but  (hall  confider  ourfelves 
as  (Grangers  and  pilgrims  on  earth,  anticipating  a 
better  country,  a  better  inheritance,  where,  with 
faints  and  angels,  and  the  (pirits  of  juft  men  made 
perfect,  in  a  humble  contemplation  of  the  divine 
attributes,  and  of  the  difpenfations  of  his  provi¬ 
dence,  and  favoured  with  the  renewed  impreflion 
of  his  goodnefs,  we  may,  with  purified  fpirits, 
approach  him  in  the  multitude  of  his  mercies, 
and  offer  unto  him  thanksgiving  and  praise  ! 
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JRISE,  and  go  hence $  for,  this  is  not  thy  rejl  f 
We  are  abundantly  inftruaed  in  the  holy 
fcriptures  refpefting  the  fhortnefs  of  human  life, 
the  brevity  of  all  terreftrial  pleafures,  and  the 
vanity  of  all  human  purfuits,  compared  with  the 
fatisfaftion  which  is  found  in  a  courfe  of  virtue, 
and  the  glorious  hope  with  which  it  infpires  its 
humble  votaries  of  ultimately  poffefling  an  inhe¬ 
ritance  which  is  incorruptible ,  and  fadeth  not  away. 

It  is  the  worthy  purpofe,  or  end,  of  real  reli¬ 
gion,  to  ennoble  our  nature,  to  raife  our 
thoughts  and  contemplations  from  carnal  to  fpi- 
ritual,  from  terreftrial  to  celeftial,  objects.  Set 
your  affettions,  fays  the  apoftle,  on  things  above ,  not 
on  things  on  the  earth.  If  our  affections  be  folely 
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placed  on  things  which  are  beneath,  or  on  the 
pleafures  derived  to  us  from  an  intercourfe  with 
the  obje&s  of  fenfe,  our  happinefs,  indeed,  will 
be  exceedingly  fhort-lived  and  uncertain.  Here 
we  have  no  continuing  city  :  every  thing  of  a  ter- 
reftrial  nature  is  mutable.  There  is  not  any 

k 

Hate  or  circumdance  of  life,  however  pleafing, 
that  we  can  have  any  fecurity  will  continue  long. 

A  tranfition,  from  a  date  of  opulence  to  a  date 
of  poverty,  our  own  obfervations  have  indru&ed 
us,  has  fometimes  been  made  very  quick.  We 
cannot  either  forefee  or  prevent  thofe  occurrences 
which  may  be  productive  in  future  of  profperity 
or  adverfity,  of  pleafure  or  pain.  ' The  fafhion  of 
this  world ,  faith  the  apodlc,  paffeth  away ,  and  we 
are  indeed  palling  with  it.  Short  is  the  fpan  of 
human  fife :  fhort  the  path  we  have  to  tread  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,  the  houfe  appointed  for 
the  reception  of  all  living for,  dufi  thou  art ,  and 
to  dufl  thou  Jhalt  return .  Seeing,  therefore,  we 
have  no  continuing  city ,  let  us  form  the  wife  refo- 
Jution  of  feeking  one  that  is  to  come  ;  a  city 
•which  hath  foundations ,  whose  builder  and  maker  is 
God.  I  have  underdood  by  this  pafiage  of  fcrip- 
ture,  which  is  figurative,  that  we  are  called  upon, 
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as  tational  cieatures,  by  the  voice  of  divine  wif. 
dom,  feeing  all  the  pleafures,  or  fatisfa&ions, 
which  arife  from  an  intercourfe  with  fenfible  ob- 
je«5bs,  muff  terminate,  to  endeavour,  by  the  beft 
ufe  or  application  of  thofe  powers,  which  Heaven 
has  enaued  us  with,  to  feek  that  fpecies  of  hap* 
pinefs  which  will  be  permanent,  and  is  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  a  rational  and  an  immortal  fpirit. 
This  is  the  comment  which  I  have  made  on  this 
pafTage  of  holy  writ  :  and  I  do  mod  fervently 
with  that  our  minds  may  be  difpofed  at  this  fea- 
fon  ferioufly  to  reflect  on  the  comparative  folly 
of  all  fenfual  indulgences,  and  on  the  vanity  of 
human  purfuits  j  and  be  animated  to  feek  the 
fupei  lor  good,  a  habitation  in  the  city  of  the  saints 
solemnities ,  a  city  that  hath  foundations.  Look , 

faith  the  text,  upon  Zion ,  the  city  of  our  solemnities , 
and  thine  eyes  /hall  see  Jerusalem  a  quiet  habitation  ; 
not  one  of  its  (lakes  /hall  ever  be  removed,  nor  any  of 
its  cords  be  broken  :  there  the  glorious  Lord  is  to 
its  inhabitants  as  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and 
Jlr earns.  He  is  the  fource  whence  their  happi- 
nefs  is  derived ;  and,  as  he  is  immortal,  the  hap- 
pinefs,  derived  from  an  intercourfe  or  commun¬ 
ion  with  him  will  confequently  be  permanent. 

We 
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We  are  indru&ed  by  what  means  we  are  to  feek 
fucce(sfully  this  city  that  hath  foundations.  We 
are  told,  in  the  Revelations,  in  words  (bmewhat 
of  this  import,  Blefled  is  he  who  keepeth  the 
commandments  of  God :  he  fhallhaveaccefs  to  the 
tree  of  life,  which  (lands  in  the  midd  of  the  Pa- 
radife  of  God  j  (hall  enter  in  through  the  gates 
into  the  city,  and  become  a  fellow-citizen  with 
the  (aints,  and  of  the  houfehold  of  God.  Here 
we  learn,  that,  if  we  would  pofiefs  a  habitation 
in  this  city,  we  mud  feek  it  by  walking  in  the 
commandments.  Again,  ij  thou  wilt  enter  into 
life ,  keep  the  commandments.  There  is  no  other 
way  to  become  an  inhabitant  of  this  city  than 
by  obedience  to  the  (acred  commandments  of 
Heaven,  which  are  of  univerfal  obligation.  Let 
us  not,  therefore,  expert  to  climb  up  any  other 
way,  or  to  attain  a  (late  of  felicity  hereafter,  by 
any  other  mode  than  obedience  from  the  heart  to 
the  manifedations  of  the  divine  will  ;  and,  with 
refpedl  to  the  commandments  of  God,  wc  are 
alfo  inftrufted  by  what  means  they  are  to  be  as¬ 
certained  ;  at  lead,  by  individuals  for  themfelves : 
a  manifeflation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man 
to  profit  withal .  It  is  called  light,  becaufe  it  hath 
■  ■  7  a 
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a  property  which  is  analogous  to  that  element. 
It  illuminates  the  underftandings  of  mankind,  by 
mftrudhng  them  in  matters  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance, — matters  which  refpedt  their  final  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth  at 
the  Jaft  day. 

But,  though  the  light  fhines,  or  a  manifeflation 
of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal, 
yet  there  are,  comparatively  fpeaking,  but  few 
who  attend  to  its  didlates,  and  purfue  that  courle 
of  virtue  which  the  ligty:  of  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
evidently  points  out.  It  is  with  many  as  it  was 
with  the  multitude  when  our  Lord  was  perfonally 
on  earth.  Light,  fays  he,  is  come  into  the  world, 
hut  men  love  darkness  rather  than  light.  He  came, 
a  divine  meffenger  of  heaven,  to  propofe  the  terms 
of  reconciliation  to  fallen  creatures.  He  came 
to  enlighten  their  underftandings,  to  correct  the 
depravity  of  their  hearts,  to  purify  them,  and  to 
roa^e  them  meet  for  an  inheritance  which  is  incor¬ 
ruptible ,  and  fadeth  not  away.  He  came  to  reveal 
to  them  the  way  which  leads  to  this  glorious 
city  }  but  they  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  wifdom  }  they  would  not  attend  to. his 
counfel,  nor  be  admonifhed  by  his  reproofs. 

Light 
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Light  is  come  into  the  world ,  but  men  love  darttnets 
rather  than  light.  They  hate  the  light ,  neither  coite 
to  the  light,  left  their  deeds  Jhould  be  reproved. 

Perhaps,  if  we  review  our  lives ;  if  we  look 
into  the  book  of  confcience,  we  (hall  find  fome- 
thing  recorded  there  which  bears  a  relemblance, 
more  or  lefs,  to  the  circumftance  of  thofe  people 
in  the  days  of  our  Lord’s  perfonal  appearance  on 
earth.  There  is  not  a  being,  arrived  to  years 
capable  of  ferious  reflection,  who  hath  not  had 
fotne  fecret  convictions  for  doing  wrong  ;  who 
hath  not  had  fome  compunction  of  confcience 
for  having  tranfgrefled  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of 
Heaven.  But,  as  the  pointing  of  the  facred  finger 
leads  to  things  contrary  to  the  wi(h  of  the  fen- 
fual-heart,  immerfed  in  pleafures  derived  from 
terreftrial  purfuits,  we  are  not  difpofed  to  attend 

to  the  inftrudtion  of  the  facred  monitor.  We 
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are  rather  difpofed  to  be  flattered  in  our  vices, 
to  be  foothed  in  our  fins,  than  to  have  them  cor- 
retted,  and  to  be  led  into  the  juft  man’s  path, 
which  is  as  the  jhining  light ,  that  Jljineth  more  and 

1  W  .  \ 

more  unto  the  perfeSl  day. 

There  is  a  circumftance  on  record  concerning 
an  ancient  king,  which  may  ferve,  perhaps,  to 
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Illuftiate  the  doftrine  which  I  have  in  view  to 
affert.  He  was  about  to  lead  out  his  army  to 
battle,  and  was  doubtful  of  the  event  of  his  in* 
tended  enterprize.  He  was  defirous ,  if  poffi  ble, 
to  know  what  (hould  be  the  decifion  of  the  day  j 
and,  for  that  purpofe,  he  intended  to  confult 
fome  feer  ;  but  he  meant  fome  perfon  who 
Ihould  be  capable  of  flattering  his  vanity  and 
wilhes.  A  prophet  of  the  Lord  was  propofed 
to  him— -one  who  had  never  a&ed  the  part  of 
a  fycophant,  but  had  fpoken  the  word  of  the 
Loid  faithfully  :  but  he  was  not  difpofed  to 
confult  this  prophet.  That,  indeed,  which 
would  have  recommended  him  to  every  judicious 
pei  Ion,  was  the  caufe  of  his  refuling  to  confult 
him.  He  knew  he  would  not  attempt  to  footh 
his  vanity,  prophecy  fmooth  things,  or  fpeak  de¬ 
ceit  :  therefore  he  determined  not  to  confult  him. 

I  hate  him,  for  he  doth  not  prophecy  good  concerning 
me,  but  evil.  And  thus,  with  refpefl  to  the  di¬ 
vine  monitoi,  the  manifeftation  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  the  human  heart,  which  bears  a  faithful 
teftimony  to  our  confciences ;  we  are  not  difpof- 
ed  to  attend  to  its  dilates,  but  we  call  upon  our 
pafflons  to  footh  us,  to  flatter  us,  and  to  concur 
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with  our  vain  hop^s.  and,  by  this  means,  have 
neglected  things  which  are  of  the  greateft  impor¬ 
tance.  We  are  rather  defirous  that  we  may  be 
indulged  in  the  purfuit  of  lying  vanities,  than  to 
have  our  eyes  effe<ftually  opened  to  fee  our  own 
nakednefs,  the  depravity  of  our  hearts,  and  the 
way  which  leads  to  Zion.  1  hate  him  ;  jor  he 
doth  not  speak  good  concerning  me>  but  evil.  Thus 
mankind  hate  the  reproofs  of  the  divine  light  in 
their  own  confidences,  becaufe  it  teftifies  againft 
their  darling  paflions,  and  thwarts  them  in  their 
pieafing  purfuits ;  intercepts  their  long-indulged 
profpedts,  and  points  out  to  them  a  road,  the 
purfuit  of  which  would  afford  them  no  pleafure 
though  it  leads  to  Zion.  Their  thoughts  are 
engrolled  by  inferior  objects  j  they  have  no  tafte, 
or  relifh,  for  things  which  are  of  a  fpiritual  na¬ 
ture,  but  would,  if  it  were  poffible,  take  up  their 
reft  in  tranfient  gratifications,  and  not  be  folicit- 
ous  with  refpeft  to  the  conclufion  of  the  feene, 
or  what  (hall  be  their  circumftance,  or  ftate,  in 
the  world,  or  life,  which  is  to  come. 

They  hate  the  light :  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  it  man- 

ifefts  their  deeds  of  darknefs.  They  do  not  like 
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to  take  a  view  of  their  own  hearts.  Such  is  the 
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depravity  thereof,  that  a  view  of  it  is  indeed  hu¬ 
miliating  to  the  pride  of  human  nature.  They 
had  rather  draw  a  veil  over  their  fins  than  fee 
them  in  their  proper  colours,  as  they  really  are  ; 
or  purfue  fuch  meafures  of  conduft  as  would  en¬ 
noble  their  nature,  rectify  their  judgments,  and 
open  to  them  profpefls  far  more  inviting  than 
what  this  world  can  afford,  even  the  profpedt  of 
an  everlafting  habitation  in  the  new  heaven  and  the 
new  earth ,  wherein  righteousness  dwells. 

But,  though  I  am  led  to  fpeak  after  this  man¬ 
ner,  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  arc  many  in  this 
audience  who  have  weighed  the  worth  of  vanity, 
and  eftimated  the  lnlignincancy  of  all  terredrial 
things ;  who  have  feen  that  they  are  not  adapted 
to  fatiate  the  third:  of  an  immortal  fpirit.  They 
have  contemplated,  and  have  gathered  from  their 
own  obfervations,  that  every  thing  is  mutable  ■— 
that  the  finger  of  Omnipotence  hath  written  on 
the  face  of  univerfal  nature,  They  Jhall  perk h. 
They  have  gathered,  I  fay,  from  their  own  obfer- 
vations,  that  every  thing,  included  in  this  fyftem, 
is  mutable  j  and  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  a  period 
will  be  put  to  their  exiftence  on  earth,  when  their 
connexion  with  all  fublunary  objefts  will  be  dif- 
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folved  for  ever.  Under  fuch  a  profpeS  of  the 
uncertainty  of  terreflrial  pleafures,  they  have 
been  animated  to  seek  a  city  which  hath  foundations ; 
or,  in  other  words,  have  been  excited,  by  the 
pureft  motives,  to  purfue  thole  means  which  will 
introduce  that  happinels  into  the  foul  which  is 
not  dependent  on  any  elementary  or  lecondary 
caufes,  but  on  an  union  of  foul  with  the  Author 
of  its  being  ;  and  have  chofen,  if  it  fhould  be 
their  lot  in  the  courfe  of  the  providence  of  divine 
wifdom,  to  suffer  rather  affibhon  with  the  people  of 
God ,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  fin,  which  are  but 
for  a  season.  I  falutc  thefe  with  the  falvation  of 
the  love  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  Thefe  are  seek¬ 
ing  a  city  which  hath  foundations ,  whose  builder  and 
maker  is  God ;  and  their  hope  will  not  be  as  the 
hope  of  the  hypocrite,  which  will  perifh,  but  a  hope 
that  will  terminate  in  an  everlafting  fruition  of 
joys,  which  eye  hath  not  seen ,  nor  hath  ear  heard, 
nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive. 
Bleffed  are  they  who  keep  the  commandments  of  God  : 
they  will  have  access  to  the  tree  of  life,  which  flands 
in  the  midjl  of  the  Paradise  of  God,  and  jhall  enter 
in  through  the  gates  into  the  city, — become  fellow- 
citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the.  household  of  God. 
in  ;  s  -  For 
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tor,  having  been  redeemed  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  they  fhall  enjoy  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  fons  of  God  ;  they  fhall  enter  into  the 
city  of  the  faints  folemnities,  the  inhabitants 
whereof  fhall  never  complain  that  they  are  fick. 
Indeed,  it  affords  the  moft  enlivening  fpecies  of 
hope,  to  them  that  feek  this  city,  that,  when  the 
clouds  (hall  gather  blacknefs,  darknefs,  and  tem¬ 
ped,— when  the  profpedl  of  the  future  fhall  be 
exceedingly  gloomy, — they  can  penetrate  this 
gloom,  and  anticipate  an  everlaffing  habitation 
in  purer  fkies,  m  the  new  heaven  and  in  the  new 
earth,  wherein  righteousness  dwells.  I  wifh,  friends, 
we  may  be  effectually  animated  by  the  confidera- 
tion  of  thefe  things :  that,  feeing  every  thing  is 
uncertain,  and  that  we  may  be  deprived  of  the 
choiceft  of  terreftrial  bleffings  in  an  unexpected 
hour,  let  us  seek  a  city  that  hath  foundations ,  and 

lay  np  for  ourselves  a  good  foundation  againft  the 
time  which  is  to  come. 

It  is,  indeed,  to  be  acknowledged,  with  reve¬ 
rent  gratitude  and  praife,  that  many  are  the  bleff¬ 
ings  we  have  received  in  the  courfe  of  God’s 
providence  ;  and  we  ought  to  receive  them  in  a 
feumble,  becoming  manner— -in  a  manner  be¬ 
coming 


* 
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coming  dependent  beings,  who  have  nothing 
which  they  have  not  received,  and  to  ufe,  or  ap¬ 
ply,  them  to  the  purpole  for  which  they  were 
given.  But  we  are  not  to  reft  latisfied  in  thole 
enjoyments  which  are  to  be  derived  merely  from 
an  intercourfe  with  terreftrial  objefts.  Arise , 
and  go  hence this  is  not  thy  reft  !  But  there  is  a 
reft  prepared  for  the  people  of  God-,  and  that  reft  is 
to  be  attained  by  a  reverent  attention  to  his  com¬ 
mandments.  This  is  the  conftant  doftrine  of 
the  holy  Scriptures,  both  in  the  old  and  in  the 
new  Teftament :  let  us,  therefore,  ftudy  the  will 
of  Heaven  refpefting  us ;  and  let  it  be  our  con¬ 
ftant  concern  to  recommend  ourfelves  to  the 
Author  of  our  being,  by  manifefting  the  love 
we  feel  or  poflefs  for  him,  in  a  reverent  attention 
to  his  ftatutes  and  his  commandments.  Were 
our  hearts  thus  difpofed  heaven- ward  to  feek  the 
fuperior  good,  we  Ihould  be  able  to  join  with  the 
royal  Pfalmift  in  faying.  My  soul  thirtieth  for 

y  r  . 

God,  j ok  the  living  God!  Again,  As  the  heart  pant - 
eth  after  the  water  brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  aj ter 
thee ,  0  God!  A  contemplation  of  the  divine  law, 
to  thofe  who  love  it,  would  open  a  fource  of  the 
moft  exalted  pleafure,  and  they  would  indeed  fay 

with 
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with  the  Pfalmift,  7 by  Jlatutes  are  my  songs  in  the 
house  of  my  pilgrimage .  Now  I  underftand,  by 
Tongs  in  the  text,  that  they  were  the  chief,  or 
principal,  objects  of  his  affedtions ;  that  they 

were  infcribed  on  the  tablet  of  his  heart,  as  well 

•  *  # 

as  written  on  the  ports  of  his  doors.  They  were 
the  fubjetts  of  his  meditation  when  he  lay  down 
and  when  he  rofe  up. 

May  it  pleafe  the  Author  of  all  good  fo  to  in- 
fpire  our  hearts  with  a  noble  contempt  of  all  fen- 
fual  indulgences,  as  that  we  may  purfue  thole 
things  which  are  moft  excellent ;  and,  feeing  the 
infufficiency  of  all  terreftrial  fcenes  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  us  permanent  felicity,  we  may  fet  our  af¬ 
fections  on  things  which  are  above,  and,  by  a 
courfe  of  practical  virtue  and  obedience,  lay  up 
for  ourlelves  treafure  in  heaven,  where  the  moth 

‘n  'V  ‘  -  -T  *  >*,  / 

nor  ruft  cannot  corrupt,  nor  thieves  break  thro’, 
and  rteal.  Then  lhall  we  ultimately  attain  that 
reft  which  is  prepared  for  the  people  of  God,  in 
which  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy  1 

DISCOURSE 


DISCO  U  R  S  E  V. 


HERE  is  a  paffage  of  holy  writ  which 


•  X  hath  engaged  my  fcrious  meditation.  You 
will  find  it,  on  facred  record,  in  words  to  this 
"purport : 

If  thine  own  heart  condemn  thee  not ,  then  haft  thou 
confidence  towards  God ;  by  which  I  have  under- 
ftood,  thou  haft  confidence,  and  a  humble  expec¬ 
tation  of  the  divine  blefling,  and  that  thou  (halt 
be  accepted  of  the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth  in 
the  day  of  judgment,  the  day  of  final  decifion. 

The  apoftle  alfo  fays,  But,  if  thine  own  heart 
condemn  thee ,  remember  that  God  is  greater,  and 
knoweth  all  things  by  which  I  have  underftood, 

t.  i  ,'i  •  **  $  ' 

that,  if  we  ftand  condemned  at  the  tribunal  of 

y  l 

our  own  hearts,  we  (hall  not  be  approved  of  him. 


O 


who 
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WHO  iooketh  not  as  man  looketh,  but  looketh  at 
•  the  heart. 

I  conceive,  however,  that  this  paffage  is  not  to 
he  admitted  without  home  exception  ;  for,  it  is 
poffible  that  fame  people  may  have  digrefled  fo 
widely  from  the  paths  of  truth  and  virtue,  and 
lunk  io  deeply  into  the  loweft  fpecies  of  fenfual- 
ity,  as  to  have  their  underftandiflgs  clouded,  and, 
perceive  not  the  propriety  and  the  excellency  of 
viuue.  Their  confciences  are  become  seared  as 
uiib  a  hot  iron.  Reiterated  tranfgreffion  of  the 
divine  law  renders  the  heart,  as  it  were,  in  fome 
degiee,  callous,  and  it  lofes  that  delicate  moral 
fenfibility  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of 
confcience.  On  the  other  hand,  fome  pious, 
well-difpofed  people,  afflifted  perhaps-  by  fome 
fpecies  of  natural  difeafe,  have  let  in,  and  che- 
rifhed,  groundless  feais  and  apprehenfions,  have 
thought  themfelves  fo  morally  depraved  and  pol¬ 
luted,  that,  though  fome  of  them  feem  to  be  the 
beft  of  mankind,  we  may  have  obferved  them  to 
have  been  brought  to  the  confines  of  the  horri¬ 
ble  pit  of  defpaif.  Thefe  may,  I  think,  be  con- 
fidercd  as  exceptions  to  this  general  rule  of  the 
apoflle. 


i\  cw 
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Now  I  conceive  the"apoftle  intended  to  this 
purport ;  that,  whoever  withes  to  receive  the 
beft  information  refpe&ing  the  duties  which  he 
owes  to  his  Maker  and  to  his  fellow-creatures, 
and  purfues  thofe  means  of  inftru&ion  which  he 
apprehends  will  be  the  mod  conducive  to  obtain 
it,  and  who  conforms  his  life,  his  manners,  and 
his  converfation,  agreeably  to  that  knowledge 
which  he  has  received,  as  he  will  not  be  con¬ 
demned  of  his  own  heart,  but  have  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  a  conscience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and 
towards  man ,  fo  he  wijl  be  approved  of  his  Mak¬ 
er,  and  approved  of  the  wife,  the  difcerning,  and 
the  good,  of  all  ranks  and  denominations  of 
men.  On  the  contrary,  the  man  who  wilfully 
afts  againft  the  fober  dilates  of  his  judgment, 
will  of  courfe  (unlefs  he  becomes  indeed  a  repro¬ 
bate!  feel  the  teftimony  of  his  own  confcience 
againft  him.  Perhaps  this  moral  fenfibility  may 
not  always  attend  him.  In  his  convivial  hours, 
—•hours  that  are  fet  apart  for  the  gratification  of 
merely  fenfual  appetites, — hours  that  are  pafled 
in  unholy  delights,  in  rioting  and  drunkenness ,  in 
chambering  and  wantonness,  he  may  not  be  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  impreflions  of  confcience ;  yet,  in 

O  2  the 
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the  moments  of  his  recefs,  when  he  retires  from 
the  pleafing  and  delufive  fcenes  of  vanity,  in  the 
fnoments  of  cool  reflexion,  he  will  feel  the  tefti- 
mony  of  his  own  confcience,  which  may  prompt 
him  to  aft  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  that  of  pur 
great  primogenitor,  who,  in  the  calm  evening  of 
the  day,  remembered  the  tranfgreflion  of  the 
morn,  felt  the  reproaches  of  his  own  confcience, 
and  attempted  to  hide  himfelf  from  the  all-pen¬ 
etrating  eye  of  the  Lord  of  the  univerfe.  Adam, 
'where  art  thou  ?  He  hid  himfelf  among  the  trees 
of  the  garden  j  and  thus  it  is  with  us,  or  has 
been,  more  or  lefs,  with  us  all.  We  firft  tranf- 
grefled,  and  then  fought  to  hide  our  tranfgref¬ 
lion  j  for,  it  is  my  firm  opinion,  that,  if  man- 
hind  were  as  heartily  concerned  to  reform  their 
evil  praftices  as  they  are  to  conceal  them,  the 
work  of  reformation  would  foon  be  more  link¬ 
ing  and  apparent  amongft  the  feveral  ranks  and 
dalles  of  mankind. 

Whoever  has  the  teftimony  of  his  confcience 
again  ft  him  will  have  no  folid  foundation  of 
hope,  or  expectation  of  being  approved  of  him 
whole  laws  he  has  tranfgrefied,  whofe  ftatutes 
he  has  violated.  ,  , 


I 
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I  wifh,  my  friends,  we  might  be  all  fuitably 
impreffed  with  the  importance  of  this  fubjeft 
It  is  of  all  others  the  moft  interefting  to  us, — 
a  good  conscience. 

But  it  is  exceedingly  to  be  regretted  that  this 
fpecies  of  good,  this  fpecies  of  riches,  is  too  fel- 
dom  the  objetl  of  our  purfuit.  In  this  world, 
We  are  as  a  gueft  that  tarrieth  but  for  half  an 
hour.  In  a  (hort  time,  thofe  who  poflefs  goodly 
inheritances  mud  leave  them  to  their  children 
or  heirs.  Generation  fucceeds  to  generation 
very  quickly.  Were  we,  therefore,  to  poflefs  all 
the  riches  of  this  world  j  were  we  to  be  made 
proprietors  of  the  world  itfelf,  under  the  antici¬ 
pation  of  that  folemn  period  when  we  (hall  be 
about  to  quit  this  terreftrial  fphere,  what  is  it 
that  a  man  would  not  give  in  exchange  for  his 
soul  /  What  is  it  he  would  not  part  with,  were  it 
in  the  power  of  his  difpofal,  for  the  teftimony  of 
a  good  conscience ,  to  give  him  a  humble  confidence 
towards  God,  that  the  future  ftate  he  is  juft  en¬ 
tering  upon  (hall  be  within  the  confines  of  the 
general  affembly  of  the  juft  and  purified  fpirits, 
who,  in  the  fruition  of  eternal  joy,  receive  the 
end  of  their  jaith ,  even  the  salvation  of  their  souls ! 

■■■■  >  I 
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■  1  bcfeecl1  y'ou.  my  friends,  in  the  love  of  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift,  that  ye  walk  wisely ;  that  ye  be 
ctrcumspeSl ;  that  ye  ftudy,  in  the  firft  place,  your 
refpeftive  duties;  that  you  be  prompted  by  the 
pureft  and  worthieft  motives  to  a<5t  agreeably 
with  the  information  you  have  received,  that  fo 

you  may  poffefs  this  ineftimable  bleffing,  a  good 

conscience,  or  a  conscience  void  of  offence  both  to- 
wards  God  and  towards  man . 

•'  1 1  -  j.a  m  0  i  J  * 

This  is  that  fpecies  of  treafure  which  we  are 
exnorted  to  lay  up  for  ourselves  in  heaven ,  in  bags 
that  wax  not  old ,  where  the  moth  and  the  rufl  can¬ 
not  corrupt,  nor  thieves  break  through  and  ffal. 
This  is  the  fpecies  of  riches,  and  the  only  fpecies 
Oi  riches,  which  the  craft  and  violence  of  others 
cannot  wreft  from  us  ;  for,  it  is  fecured  beyond 
the  power  of  plunder  :  it  is  fecured  in  a  man’s 
own  heart,  over  which  his  neighbour  can  have 
no  conti oul.  But,  whatever  el fe  he  pofiefles,  he 
may,  in  the  courle  of  divine  providence,  be  Grip¬ 
ped  of.  He  may  lofe  his  fair  inheritance ;  it 
may  be  tranflated  to  the  hands  of  others  by 
events  which  human  wifdom  could  not  forefee, 
nor  human  prudence  prevent.  He  may  he 
Gripped  of  all  his  property,  and  be  brought  to 

penury 
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penury  and  want  ;  but  the  teftimony  of  a  good 

confcience  cannot  be  taken  from  a  man  :  it  muft 

%  ► 

be  given  away, — it  muft  be  voluntarily  parted 
with,  by  a  tranfgreflion  of  thofe  dictates  which 
may  be  called  the  law  of  conf'cience.  Therefore 
let  us  lay  up  for  ourfelves  a  good  foundation 
againft  the  time  to  come. 

But  I  am  aware  of  an  objection  which,  per¬ 
haps,  may  be  made.  It  is  this  :  the  excellency 
of  a  good  conlcience  is  univerfally  admitted  ;  but 
where  is  the  man  who  pofleffes  this  ineftimable 
treafure  ?  Where  is  the  man  who  can  lay  his 
hand  upon  his  heart,  and  fay,  that  it  condemns  him 
not  ?  Upon  a  review  of  the  actions  of  his  life, 
and  the  influencing  motives  of  his  conduct, 
where  is  the  man  who  can  lay  his  hand  upon 
his  heart,  and  pronounce  himfelf  immaculate  ? 

I  believe  there  is  not  fuch  a  man  exifting; 
that  is  to  fay,  a  man  that  doth  not  fin,  or  hath 
not  aforetime  finned  ;  for ,  all  have  finned ,  and 
fallen  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  God ,  and  of  courfe  have 
forfeited  thofe  glorious  privileges  which  were 
poflefTed  by  our  primogenitors  in  their  paradifi- 
cal  ftate,  before  they  tranfgrefled  the  divine  law. 
We  have  finned,  and  fallen  fhort  of  the  glory  of 

God 


(  112  ) 

God  J  but  we  are  abundantly  inputted,  both  in 
the  old  and  new  Teftament,  that  the  Author  of 
our  being  willeth  not  the  death  of  the  firmer , — that 
he  willeth  not  the  deftru£tion  of  creatures  which 
he  hath  formed  capable  of  eternal  life.  He  is 
not  difpofed,  at  all  events,  to  confign  them  to 
the  realms  of  irremediable  woe  and  milery,  but 
has  manifefted  himfelf  towards  his  creatures  in 
the  character  not  only  of  a  juft,  but  alfo  of  a 
merciful  and  gracious,  being;  a  being  who  com- 
paflionates  the  infirmities,  the  weaknefles,  and 
wanderings,  of  his  creatures,  and  who  hath  pro¬ 
vided  a  means  for  the  redemption  of  mankind 

from  fin,  and,  of  courfe,  from  mifery : _ that 

means  is  Jefus  Chrift,  the  mediator  of  the  new 
covenant,  the  high-prieft  of  the  Chriftian  dif- 
penfation,  conftituted,  not  after  the  law  of  a 
carnal  commandment,  but  after  the  power  of  an 
endlefs  life,  who  remaineth  a  prieft  forever.  It 
is  a  faithful  saying ,  and  it  is  worthy  of  all  accepta¬ 
tion,  that  Jesus  Chrift.  came  into  the  world  to  save 
finners ;  not  to  fave  them  in  their  fins,  but  to 
fave  them  from  their  fins,  to  cleanfe  them  from 
all  unrighteoufnefs',  to  reftorc  unto  his  creatures 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God,  and,  of 

confequence. 
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confequence,  a  good  confcicnce:  Wherefore ,  fays 
the  apoftle,  we  truft  we  have  a  good  conscience. 

This  is  the  great  and.  glorious  purpole  of  the 
manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  God,  that,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  we  have  finned,  and  fallen  fhort  of  his 
glory ;  that  we  all,  as  fheep,  have  gone  affray 
from  the  fhecpfold,  and  have  wandered  in  the 
wildernefs  of  this  world,  yet,  if  we  confess  our  Jins, 
God  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and 
to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness  ;  by  which  I 
underftand,  that  the  office  of  the  mediator  is  not 
only  to  be  the  means  of  the  remiffion  of  fins  that 
are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God,  but 
that  his  office  alfo  is  to  cleanfe  and  fanftify  the 
penitent  foul, — to  cleanse  it  from  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness ,  and,  of  courfe,  it  will  have  a  good  confcience, 
and  have  confidence  towards  God.  Now  thefe 
are  general  propofitions,  to  which  we  all  accede. 
Offers  of  mercy  are  held  out  to  us  through  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord,  and  our  confciences  will  moll 
certainly  condemn  us,  unlefs  we  attempt  to  apply 
thofe  offers,  to  apply  thofe  healing  qualities, 
unto  ourfelves.  The  teftimony  of  our  confcien¬ 
ces  will  (land  againft  us  if  we  negleft  this  great 
falvation,  which  is  offered  to  us  through  Jefus 

P  Chriff 
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Chrift  our  Lord.  I  beftech  you,  therefore,  by 
the  mercies  of  God,  (than  which  there  is  no¬ 
thing,  perhaps,  more  likely  to  influencethe  fen- 
fibie  and  judicious  part  of  mankind,  who  open 

their  eyes,  and  view  the  vaft  extent  of  the  divine 
empire  who  contemplate  the  pheenomena  of 
nature,  and  the  ftveral  means  that  the  Author 
of  nature  has  taken  for  the  confervation  of  all 
the  ipecies  of  his  creatures,  I  beseech  you,  there¬ 
fore,  brethren ,  by  the  mercies  of  God,)  that  you  pre¬ 
sent  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  and  accepta¬ 
ble  to  God,  which  ts  cur  reasonable  service.  But 
there  is  no  facrifice  that  can  be  offeied  upon  the 
altar  of  God,  there  is  no  prayer  whatever  which 
claims  the  notice  of  the  Lord  God  of  Sabaotb, 
which  is  not  the  offspring  of  a  humble,  of  a  de¬ 
voted,  heart,  fenfible  of  its  weaknefs,  fenfible  of 
its  unworthinefs,  and  of  a  purity  of  intention  to 
apply  thole  means  for  its  redemption,  and  to 
purfue  thole  methods,  for  the  future,  which  fhall 
receive  the  teftimony  of  conlcience,  and  the  re¬ 
coin  pence  of  the  juft  at  the  laft  day. 

Let  it,  then,  be  the  fir  ft  object  of  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  feek  a  good  conlcience.  Let  us  think 
everything  ellc  but  as  drols  and  as  dung.  Every 

-  .  acquifttion 
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acqulfition  we  may  make  within  the  compafs  of 
the  creation,  hears  no  proportion  to  the  blefling 
of  a  good  confd-nce  j  for,  pcflefTing  this,  a  man 
has  peace  at  home.  Whatever  tumults  may 
ati  e,  whatever  winds  may  blow,  whatever  afflic¬ 
tions  may  furrouud  him,  thefe  will  but  p'ay 
round  his  head;  they  cannot  reach  his  heart; 
for,  •  the  good  man  J hall  he  satisfied  from  himself . 
He  will  have  a  fource  of  fatisfadion  in  himlelf, 
which  will  dilfipate  every  gloom, — a  fatisla£tiou 
the  lenfual  are  if  rangers  to.  He  will  look  be¬ 
yond  the  confines  of  time,  and  expect  a  habita¬ 
tion  in  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earthy  wherein 
righteousness  dwells.  Though  men  fhould  lock 
upon  his  life  to  be  without  ufe,  and  his  end  with¬ 
out  honour,  yet  he  will  be  approved  of  God, 
and  the  lot  of  his  inheritance  will  be  with  the 
faints.  But,  if  a  man  does  not  pofi.ris  the  tefts- 
mony  of  his  own  conicience,  he  cannot  be  happy 
in  any  circumftance  of  life.  Wherever  he  goes, 
his  confidence  will  attend  him ;  and,  even  in  the 
houfe  of  banqueting,  he  will  fometimes.  as  it 
were,  fee  a  hand-writing  on  the  wall,  Thou  art 
weighed  in  the  balance,  and  found  wanting.  If  he 
come  to  the  greateft  honour  and  preferment,  (fill 
'  •  P  2  he 
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he  will  be  like  Cain  ;  and,  having  a  bad  con¬ 
fidence,  may  be  doomed  to  compafs  the  earth 
without  being  able  to  make  a  happy  fettlement 
in  any  part  of  it.  He  has  no  peace  in  himfelf ; 
he  is  feeking  for  that  without,  which  muft  be 
found  (if  ever  it  be  found)  within,  him ;  for,  if 


a  man  be  completely  fatisfied,  it  muft  be  from 
himfelf:  (it  muft  not,  however,  be confidered  as 


the  effect  of  his  moral  condutf,  apart  from  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  it  muft  proceed  from  that  pure  ftate 
which  is  termed,  in  the  facred  writings,  regene¬ 
ration.)  His  affections  muft  be  tranflated  from 
creaturely  objefts  to  the  Creator.  They  muft  be 


fet,  not  on  things  beneath,  but  on  things  which 
are  above,  and  then  it  will  become  the  object  of 
his  purfuit,  to  lay  up  treafure  in  heaven }  and, 
where  the  treafure  is,  there  will  the  heart  be  alfo. 

P  *  »  ' 

But,  let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  that  is  pecu¬ 
liar  to  an  inhabitant  above  the  ftars.  Let  it 
not  be  imagined,  that  he  muft  afeend  to  the 
heights  above,  to  feel  the  joys  of  the  communi¬ 


ty  or  fociety  of  purified  fpirits ;  for,  the  juft  up¬ 
on  earth,  and  the  glorified  in  heaven,  participate 
of  the  fame  eternal  Fountain  of  mercy,  goodnefs 
and  truth  :  they  are  replenifhed  at  the  fame  im¬ 


mortal 
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mortal  Fountain  of  mercy  and  goodnefs ; — a 
Fountain,  that  can  never  be  drawn  dry, — a 
Fountain,  at  which  the  righteous  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations  have  drank.  They  have  been  refrcfhed 
with  thofe  ftreams  which  interleaf  this  vale  of. 

I 

tears ;  and,  as  they  have  paflfed  along,  they  have 
experienced  a  growth  in  grace,  and  in  the  faving 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jelus  Chrift.  They 
have  enjoyed  a  foretafte  of  that  fpecies  of  felici¬ 
ty,  which  eye  bath  net  seen ,  ear  hath  not  heard ,  nor 
hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man ,  unregenerate 
man,  to  conceive .  This  is  written  for  all  that 
Ihall  be  joined  to  the  fociety  of  the  juft  j  not  to. 
any  tribe  or  nation  in  particular,  but  to  people 
of  all  names  and  tongues  that  fear  God,  and  work 
righteousness ,  whofe  hearts  condemn  them  not, 
who  poffefs  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience. 

We  are  told,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
within  us ;  and  our  Lord,  forewarning  his  difci- 
pies  concerning  the  deceivers  of  the  enfuing 
times,  who  fhould  fay,  Lo,  here  is  Chrift,  and  lo; 
there  is  Chrift  f  cautions  them,  faying,  go  not 
forth  after  them  :  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  fays 
he,  is  within  you.  And,  in  another  place,  it  is 
defined  to  be  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
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Holy  Ghoft.  Then,  wherever  there  is  the  beau, 
tv  of  lighteoufnefs,  wherever  there  is  that  moral 
i.etfitude  which  is  confonant  to  the  law  of  God, 
there  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,— there  is  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ,  and,  thus  lantfified 
m  the  name  of  the  Molt  High,  the  veflj  bears 
the  infeription  of  Holiness  to  the  Lora  !  The  king¬ 
dom  of  Haven  is  within  you.  Let  us  be  concern¬ 
ed  to  experience  that  mfttude  of  heart,  that 
converfion  ot  ioul,  which  will  qualify  us  to  en¬ 
joy  the  incomes  of  the  Holy  Spirit,— that  will 
qualify  us  to  have  communion  with  the  Father , 
Ot  id  Ulth  bis  Son  Jesus  Chrifl • 

I  commend  thele  obiervations  to  your  ferious 
coniidei  ation,  befeeching  you,  my  friends,  let  it 
be  the  hi  ft  object  of  your  ftudy  to  attain  and 
keep  a  good  confcience.  If  we  are  confcious  of 
having  finned,  let  us  implore  the  interpofition 
of  the  divine  mercy  ;  let  us  be  proftrate  at  the 
footftool  of  the  throne  of  divine  grace;  let  us 
attempt  to  feel  thofe  affections,  thofc  penitential 
affections,  that  will  prompt  us  to  enter  into  the 
temple  of  the  Moft  High,  in  a  difpofition  of 
mind  fuitableto  theoccafion,  and  fimilarto  that 
of  the  poor  publican.  We  have  nothing  that 


w® 


we  can  boaft  of.  Indeed,  the  mofl-  exalted  a- 
mong  men  have  nothing  to  boaft  of-  in  the  fight 
of  God.  After  we  have  difeharged  our  obliga¬ 
tions,  we  are  unprofitable  servants.  We  are  un- 

■» 

profitable  to  him,  and  have  nothing  to  claim 
upon  the  fcore  of  merit,  becaufe  we  have  done 
nothing  but  what  was  our  duty. 

Let  us,  impielied,  therefore,  with  thefe  mo¬ 
tives,  Azy  aftde  every  weight,  and  the  fin  which  doth 
so  eaftly  beset  us,  and  run  with  pati-nce  the  race  that 
is  set  before  us  Let  it  be  the  juft  man's  path,  to 
which  the  eye  of  our  mind  may  be  allured,  and 
our  feet  be  turned,  which  is  as  a  Jhining  fight, 
that  Jhinetb  mo>  e  and  mere  unto  the  per] eft  day. 
That,  as  we  pafs  along,  and  as  we  grow  in  years, 
we  may  grow  in  grace,  we  may  grow  in  favour 
with  the  common  Father  of  us  all :  that,  when 
pur  natural  fun  may  be  on  the  decline,  and  near- 
ly  fet,  whether  we  are  in  the  meridian,  or  even¬ 
ing  of  old  age,  we  may  have  a  profpecl  of  immor¬ 
tality  ;  and,  having  our  fun  let  in  an  unclouded 
horizon,  it  may  be  to  us  the  glorious  prefage  of 
an  eternal  fair  day. 

I  commend  us  to  God,  and  to  a  humble  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  manifeftation  of  that  Spirit  which  he 

,  .  hath 
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hath  give  ft  to  every  man  to  profit  withal,  and  which 
is  adapted  to  the  proper  information  of  our  judg¬ 
ments,  to  ftrengthen  our  virtuous  refolutions,  to 
guide  us  by  its  counfels  through  the  wildernefs 
of  this  world,  and  eftablifh  us  in  the  realms  of 
glory,  where,  with  saints  and  angels,  and  the  spirits 
of  jufi  men  made  per  feci,  we  may  celebrate  the 
praifes  of  the  Author  of  our  being.  Thus,  if  we 
aft  wifely,  and  wifh  to  poffefs  a  good  confcience, 
we  fhall  be  tranflated  to  that  fphere  where  the 
wise  fhall  Jhfne  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament, 
and  they  that  turn  many  unto  righteousness,  as  the 
fiars,  forever  and  ever  ! 


PRAYER. 
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PRAYER 


AT  THE 


CONCLUSION  of  thb  MEETING, 


0  S  T  gracious  Creator,  it  is  of  thine  in¬ 
finite  mercy  that  thpu  deigneft  to  hear 
our  prayers,  or  takeft  the  leaf}  favourable  notice 
of  us ;  for,  we  have  all,  as  loft  ftteep,  gone  affray : 
we  have  finned,  and  forfaken  thy  ftatutes,  as  our 
fathers  have  done.  We  are,  therefore,  unworthy 

.  i 

of  the  leaft  of  thy  mercies  and  grace.  Yet  thou 
art  pleafed  to  encourage  us  to  approach  thy  fa- 
ered  altar,  to  humble  ourfelves  before  thee,  and 

-  V  *  • ■■  *.* ,  ^ 
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to  offer  up  our  (applications  unto  thee,  the  com** 
mon  Father  of  us  all.  Though  Heaven  be  thy 
throne,  and  earth  thy...  foot  (fool,  yet  thou  not 
only  heaieft,  but  heaikeneft,  to  the  voice  of  the 
prayer  of  thy  creatures.  The  prayer  of  any,  and 
every,  penitent  (bul  penetrates  the  heavens,  and 
leaches  thee.  O  mod  holy  and  merciful  God* 
impiefs  us,  at  this  feafon,  we  humbly  befeech 
tnce,  with  fuitable  affeCtions  of  foul  to  enter  into 
thy  houfe  of  prayer,  and  lift  up  our  heaits  with 
our  hands  to  the  habitation  of  thy  holinefs,  fen- 
fible,  moft  holy  God,  of  thine  infinite  puiity,  and 
of  that  impurity  which  vve  have  contracted  by 
the  tranfgreffion  of  thy  law.  We  implore  the 
extenfion  of  thy  mercy,  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  part,  and  that 
thou  wouldfl  be  pleafed  effectually  to  cleanfe  and 
ianctify  us,  through  the  operations  of  thy  holy 
Spirit,  before  we  (hall  go  hence,  and  be  no  more 
ieen  ;  that,  having  a  hope  of  immortality,  we 
may  be  enabled,  by  the  aid  thy  Spirit,  to  pafs 
the  time  of  our  fojourning  here  in  fear,  and,  be- 
ing  concerned  above  all  things  to  retain  in  our 
poffeffion  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  we 
may  be  accepted  of  the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth 
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at  the  laft  day  ;  that,  in  a  folemn  view  of  thy 
greatnefs,  our  fouls  may  be  humbled,  that,  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  thy  holy  Spirit,  we  may  offer 
tip  to  thee  the  incenfe  of.  thankfgiving  and 
praife,  afcribiog  to  thee  might,  majefty,  and  glo¬ 
ry,  dominion,  and  every  other  excellent  attribute 
with  which  thou  art  furrounded,  now  and  for 
evermore.  Amen. 

»  fy 
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DISCOURSE 


) 


DISCOURSE  VI, 


i 

JJflTH OUT  Faith  it  is  impoffible  to  please 
God ;  Jor,  he  that  cometh  unto ' God  muft  be¬ 
lt  fue  that  be  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  oj  them 
that  diligently  seek  him. 

The  revival  of  this  paflage  of  h@ly  writ,  in 
my  remembrance,  hath  been  the  means  of  ex¬ 
citing  and  fixing  my  attention  upon  the  fubjett 
of  faith. 

It  cannot,  I  conceive,  have  efcaped  the  obfer- 

vation  of  any  perlon,  who  is  arrived  at  years  of 

\ 

underftanding,  and  is  converfant  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  that  the  fame  word  faith  hath  divers 
acceptations :  that,  in  fome  places,  it  intends 
not  only  a  belief  in  the  exigence  of  an  infinitely 

wife 
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wife,  powerful,  and  intelligent,  Being,  who  is  a 
rewarder  of  them  who  diligently  feek  him  j  but 
alfo  an  affiance,  or  truft,  in  feafons  of  adverfity 
and  probation,  in  that  Being  who  has  all  power 
in  heaven  and  earth,  whofe  power  is  uncon- 
troulable,  who  doeth  whatfoever  pleafeth  him  in 
the  armies  of  Heaven  and  amongft  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  earth. — The  word  faith  is  alio  ufed 
to  diftinguifh  between  the  different  difpenla- 
tions  ;  to  point  out  the  glorious  difpenfation  of 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  which  is  called  the  law  of 
faith ,  and  to  contradiftinguilh  it  from  the  Mo- 
faic  difpenfation,  which  is  called  the  law  of  works  ; 
and  I  conceive,  that,  wherever  any  of  the  writers 
of  the  New  Teftament  fpeak  of  the  infignifican- 
cy  of  works,  with  refpeft  to  the  rendering  a  man 
acceptable  to  the  Author  of  his  being,  the  works 
of  the  law,  or,  to  ufe  the  apoftle’s  exprefiion,  the 
deeds  of  the  law,  by  which  no  flefh  living  can  be 
juftified,  are  intended.  The  rituals  of  the  legal 
difpenfation  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  trufted  in. 
Our  Saviour,  in  his  perfon,  fulfilled  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  that  law,  and  was  the  end  of  that  law  for 
righteoufnefs  fake.  It  is  therefore  written,  that 
be  has  taken  away  the  hand- writing  of  ordinan- 

•1  CCS, 
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ces,  and  nailed  them  to  his  crofs ;  which  muft  ref. 
pea  the  rituals  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation. 

Some  people,  whom  I  need  not  uncharitably 
cenfure,  have,  I  conceive,  entertained  a  miftaken 
notion  refpeftmg  the  nature  of  that  faith  which 
is  effeaual,  through  Chrift,  to  the  falvation  of 
the  foul.  They  have  apprehended,  that  a  belief 
J'i  the  exigence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  a  be. 
hcf  in  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  God  has  fent,  is  of 
itfelf  fufficient,  and,  unto  whomfoever  this  faith 
is  given,  they  are  to  be  deemed  of  the  number 
of  the  chofen  few,  whom  God  predeftinated  from 
everlading  unto  eternal  life;  and  that  this  frith, 
apait  from  the  confuleration  of  works,  is  fuffi¬ 
cient  unto  falvation  - but  to  me  it  appears, 

on  the  mod  ferious  inveftigation  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  that,  as  without  faith  it  is  impoffiblc 
to  pleale  God,  fo  with  faith  it  is  poffible  to  dif- 
pleafe  him.  This  is  a  propofition  which  I  con¬ 
ceive  might  be  proved  from  divers  parts  of  the 
New  Teftament  efpecially;  more  particularly 
where  we  are  told  of  people,  who,  after  they 
knew  God  (it  implies  that  he  was  manifefted  un¬ 
to  them)  after  they  knew  God,  they  glorified 
him  not  as  God,  but  became  vain  in  their  imagi- 


nations. 
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nations,  and  their  foolilh  hearts  became  darken¬ 
ed.  They  glorified  him  not  as  God,  that  is, 
they  brought  not  forth  thole  good  fruits,  by 
which,  it  is  laid,  that  our  Father  who  is  in 
Heaven  is  glorified  ;  for,  herein,  fays  our  Lord, 
is  my  heavenly  Father  g!orified,  in  that  ye  bring 
forth  much  fruit ;  by  which,  undoubtedly,  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  intended,  joy,  peace,  love, 
long-fuffering,  gentlenefs,  goodneis,  and  faith. 
It  is  pollible  that  a  man  may  be  convinced  with 
refpeft  to  the  truth  of  certain  propofitions  re¬ 
ceived  upon  the  authority,  the  divine  authority, 
of  him  who  propofes  them,  and  yet  may  aft  in 
direct  contradiction  to  the  obligation  of  thole 
laws.  Now  we  are  in  divers  places  inftrucled 
refpefting  the  eflentiality  of  faith ;  that  it  is  a 
lively,  operating  principle  of  the  judgment,  which 
hath  a  moral  influence  upon  a  man's  aflions : 
not  a  mere  barren,  fpeculative  faith,  but  a  faith 
that  worketh  by  love — To  what  ?  To  the  purify¬ 
ing  of  the  confcience  from  all  dead  works,  to 
ferve  the  living  God,  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the 
letter,  but  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit,  and 
with  life ;  and,  left  the  primitive  Chriftians 
fhould  entertain  a  miftaken  notion  of  the  eflica- 


[  cy  of  faith  in  the  abftratf,  and  fliould  reft  their 
hopes  of  falvation  upon  their  fub'cription  to  cer¬ 
tain  articles  of  faith,  though  thofe  articles  be 
founded  upon  the  bafts  of  immutable  truth,  the 
apoftle  takes  occafion  to  inftruft  them  that  faith ' 
without  works  is  dead  :  Thinkeft  thou,  O  vain 
man,  that  faith  can  fave  thee  ?  The  very  devils 
(fays  he)  believe;  the  very  devils  believe,  and 
they  alfo  tremble ;  for,  as  the  body  without  the 
foul  is  dead,  fo  faith  without  works  is  dead  alfo ; 
and  he  propofed  a  teft,  a  teft  of  faving  faith, 
which  is  eafy  and  obvious,  and  ought  to  be 
more  confulted  than  it  is  by  the  feveral  clalTes 
and  focieties  of  religious  profefTors :  Shew  me 
(fays  he)  thy  faith  without  thy  works,  and  I  will 
fhew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works,  for,  the  tree 
is  to  be  denominated  by  its  fruit :  by  their  fruit 
you  Jh  all  know  them.  The  true  believer  is  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  pra&ical  infidel  by  his  fruits ; 
he  brings  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance  ;  he 
adds,  to  his  faith,  virtue;  to  virtue,  knowledge; 
to  knowledge,  temperance ;  to  temperance,  broth¬ 
erly  kindnefs ;  and  to  brotherly  kindnefs,  chari¬ 
ty  ;  and,  if  thefe  things  (fays  the  apoftle)  be  in 
you,  and  abound,  they  fhall  make  you  that  ye 
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fhall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the 
faving  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
Shew  me  thy  faith  wit  bout  thy  works ;  a  man  may 
have  the  cleared  conception  of  truth  without ; 
reducing  this  theory  into  practice  in  his  own 
perfon.  To  apprehend  the  right  is  one  thing; 
to  conform  ourfelves  to  the  rule  of  right,  in  our 
lives  and  in  our  manners,  is  another  thing; 
therefore  it  feems,  to  me,  beyond  the  lead  de¬ 
gree  of  doubt,  that  lomething  more  than  a  fpec- 
ulative  belief,  or  a  faith  in  certain  propofitions, 
is  necedary  to  render  us  acceptable  to  the  fu- 
preme  Being,  and  to  qualify  us  for  an  inherit¬ 
ance  among  the  faints  in  light,  to  be  heirs  of 
God,  and  co-heirs  with  Chrid.  And  I  with,  as 
it  is  a  matter  of  infinite  importance  to  us  all, 
that  we,  agreeable  to  the  advice  of  the  apodle  to 
the  members  of  the  primitive  church,  might  ex¬ 
amine  ourfelves  whether  we  are  in  the  faith  : 
Prove  your  own  selves  ;  know  ye  not  yourselves  how 
that  Jesus  Chtift  is  in  you  unless  ye  he  reprobates  t 
Let  us  not  content  ourfel  ves,  that  we  are  the  de¬ 
pendents  of  reputed  Chridian  parents,  that  we 
have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  contents  of 
the  fax  red  hidory  of  the  old  and  of  the  new  Tef- 
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fament ;  let  us  not  reft  fatisfied  merely  with  a 
profefllon  of  the  Chriftian  religion  in  theory ; 
but  let  us  alfo  be  concerned  to  aft  confidently 
with  the  nature  and  obligation  of  that  holy  reli¬ 
gion  which  Jefus  Chrift  was  lent  of  the  Father 

to  promote  among  the  fons  and  daughters  of 
men.  ' 

The  obligations  and  the  Chriftian  duties  en¬ 
joined  in  the  New  Teftament  are'  adapted  at 
once  to  better  our  condition  in  this  world,  to 
make  us  happier  in  our  fhort  pilgrimage  through 
it,  and  alfo  to  fecure  to  us  everlafting  felicity  in 
the  world  which  is  to  come.  Let  us  not  forget 
that  our  Lord  fays,  It  is  not  every  one  that  says , 
Lord,  Lord,  that  Jhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven ;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  bather, 
who  is  in  heaven.  And  again  our  Lord  inftrudls 
us  thus  5  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments. 

By  good  works,  I  mean  a  conformity  of  the 
will  and  of  the  powers  of  the  mind  to  that  law 
or  rule  of  a£lion,  which  is  of  God  given  unto 
man,  to  illuminate  his  paths  in  this  world,  and 
guide  him  by  his  counfel  to  the  participation  of 

the  realms  of  eternal  glory ;  and  as  the  power  of 

* 

obedience 
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obedience  is  derived  from  him,  the  Author  of  all 
that  is  excellent  and  good,  as  he  is  the  giver  of 
every  good  and  perfect  gift,  fo  that  power  is  giv¬ 
en  unto  us,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  by  which  we 
are  capable  of  dilcliarging  our  feveral  obliga¬ 
tions.  I  fay,  it  being  the  gift  of  God,  and  not 
inherent  in  the  creature,  we  afcribe  all  unto 
him,  who  is  the  efficient  caufe  of  all  holinefs 
and  virtue  in  every  part  of  his  vaftly-extended 
empire ;  for,  it  is  God  that  works  in  us  to  do 
according  to  his  own  good  pleafure,  which  plea- 
fure  is,  that  we  ffiould  walk  circumfpeftly,  not 
as  fools,  but  as  wile,  redeeming  the  time,  feeing 
that  the  days  are  evil ;  that  we  (to  ufe  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  apoftle)  fhould  be  careful  to  main¬ 
tain  good  works ,  which  are  good  and  profitable  unto 
men.  I  pretend  not  that  they  are  profitable  unto 
God,  but  they  are  profitable  unto  men ;  and 
godlinefs  (which  implies  the  obligation  of  practi¬ 
cal  duties,  as  well  as  ftedfaftly  believing)  is  pro¬ 
fitable  for  all  things,  having  the  promife  of  the 
* 

life  that  now  is,  and  alfo  of  that  which  is  to 
come;  but  I  may  fay,  in  the  language  of  one 
formerly  on  this  fubje<?r,  with  refpeft  to  the  fu- 
prerqe  Being,  who  is  perfect,  felf-fufficient,  and 
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/ 


I 


i  *32  ) 

can  receive  nothing  from  his  creatures,  to  whom 
he  has  communicated  every  thing,  Jfi  thou  be 
righteous,  what  give  ft  thou  him,  er  what  receiveth 
he  of  thine  hand  ?  thy  wickedness  may  hurt  a  man  as 
thou  art ,  and  thy  righteousness  may  profit  the  children 
of  men.  It  is  for  this  purpofe,  this  noble,  this 
difintereded  purpofe,  that  the  Almighty  has  ef- 
tablifhed  a  Jaw  to  his  creatures,  not  for  his  own 
profit,  but  for  theirs.  Hence  it  is  laid,  that  the 

fabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the 
fabbath. 

In  the  wifdom  and  fupreme  goodnefs  of  the 
Creator,  the  obligation  of  Chadian  duties,  in  all 
urcumdances,  is  adapted  to  the  nature  and  ca¬ 
pacity  of  his  creatures,  to  promote  righteoufnefs 
tmougn  all  the  ranks  and  clafiesof  focicty  ;  and, 
were  but  our  obedience  proportionate  to  our 
knowledge,  did  we  a£l  confidently  with  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  our  judgment,  and  the  dictates  of  our 
faith,  we  might  hope  to  fee  the  revival  of  that 

ftate,  when  the  morning  stars  sang  together ,  and  the 
sons  of  God  fnouted  )  or  joy. 

Examine  yourfelves,  whether  you  are  in  the 
faith;  for,  we  are  abundantly  inftrufled,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  that  the  faith  that  is  fav- 

•  -  ing. 


4 


✓ 


M&.  V. 


(  *33  ) 

ing,  is  productive  of  good  works ;  and  it  is  the 
beft  and  fureft  tell  whereby  to  try  whether  a  man 
has  a  faving  or  only  a  fpeculative  faith,  as  the 
tree  is  to  be  known  by  his  fruits ;  for  men  do 
not  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  nor  figs  of  thirties. 
Therefore  that  profeflbr  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
the  tenor  of  whofe  aft  ions  gives  the  lie  to  his 

'  *  u  /  i  - 

profeilion  ;  that  profeflbr  gives  a  manifeftation 
that  he  has  only  a  traditional  religion,  a  tradi¬ 
tional  zeal,  and  a  traditional  faith,  like  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Jews,  who  expreffed  a  veneration  for 
the  temple  of  the  moft  high  God,  and  the 
rituals  of  the  legal  difpenfation,  and  cried,  The 
temple  of  the  Lord ,  the  temple  of  the  Lord ,  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  the  Lord,  are  these.  But  the  prophet  faid, 
Truft  ye  not  in  lying  words,  saying ,  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord ;  hut  amend  your  ways 
and  your  doings. 

Many  and  glorious  are  the  privileges  that  are 
to  be  enjoyed  by  the  believer,  fuch  a  perfon  as  I 
have  attempted  to  deferibe,  who  not  only  believes 
in  the  infinitely  fupreme  and  powerful  Being  ; 
in  the  manifeftation  of  his  Son ;  in  the  hiftory 
of  his  life,  of  his  death,  of  his  refurreftion,  of 
his  afeenfion  into  glory,  and  in  the  principles 

■  and 
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and  doftrines  which  he  propagated  ;  but  who 
manifefls  that  he  has  a  faith  that  worketh 
by  love,  the  tendency  of  which  is  to  purify 
the  confcience  from  dead  works,  to  cleanfe  it 
fiom  a!!  unrighteoufnefs,  that  the  foul  of  man 

may  become  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. - 

Great  and  glorious  privileges  are  to  be  enjoyed 
by  thofe  few,  by  thofe  of  whatever  religious 
fociety,  who  are  partakers  of  true  faving  faith  ; 
for,  it  is  worthy  of  being  noted,  that  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Chriftian  religion  is  of  no  party, 
but  the  friend  of  all ;  that  his  grace,  like  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  is  extended  to  all,  from  fee 
to  lea,  and  from  the  rivers  unto  the  ends  of  the 
earth;  info-much  that  we  are  told  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  that  the  Gofpel  is  preached  in  every 
creature  under  heaven  ;  that  all  have  heard, 
though  all  have  not  obeyed. 

Thofe  that  are  true  believers,  are  of  that 
flock  and  family  unto  whom  it  was  faid,  Fear 
not ,  little  flock ;  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to 
give  you  the  kingdom.  I  am,  fays  our  Lord,  the 
resurrechon  and  the  life ;  he  that  believeth  in  me, 
though  he  were  dead ,  yet  Jhall  he  live ;  and  he  that 
hveth  and  believeth  on  me,  Jhall  never  die.  We 
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muft  note,  on  this  paflage,  that  here,  as  well  as 
in  many  other  places  in  the  New  and  in, the  Old 
Teftament,  we  are  not  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft  in  a  merely  literal  acceptation,  becaule 
this  would  be  to  admit  of  a  do£trine  contrary  to 
the  nature  of  things,  and  contrary  to  fad.  For 
inftance,  the  dead  are  incapable  of  belief  or  dis¬ 
belief,  literally  fpeaking  ;  they  are  filent  in  the 
grave,  and  therefore  are  incapable  of  faith ;  it 
therefore  muft  intend  thofe  who  are  dead  in 
trefpaffes  and  fins,  aliens  to  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael,  ftrangers  to  the  promifcs  of  the  gofpel 
of  Chrift,  loft  and  funk  in  a  fea  of  fenfuality : 
thefe  are  they  to  whom  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
God  is  extended,  and  thofe  that  hear  may  yet 
live ;  they  may  awake  unto  righteoufnefs,  and 
fin  not.  Whosoever  therefore  believes  in  me ,  that 
is  to  fay,  who  receives  me  in  the  name  of  him 
that  fent  me,  who  embraces  the  do&rine  I  preach, 
who  fubmits  to  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
given  to  them. of  me  from  the  Father,  thofe  who 
become  obedient  to  the  word  that  I  teach,  though 
be  were  dead,  yet  Jhall  he  live  j  he  (hall  be  brought 
to  live  a  life  of  righteoufnefs,  he  will  bring  forth 
the  fruit  of  righteoufnefs,  and  the  work  of  righ¬ 
teoufnefs 
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teoufnefs  lhall  be  peace,  and  the  effefl  (hall  be 
quietnels  and  affurance  for  ever  :  and  be  that  liv- 
eth  end  believeth  in  me,  flail  never  die  ;  this  is  not 
and  cannot  be  tiue  in  a  literal  lenle  ;  for  we  lee 
that  death  happens  to  the  righteous  and  to  the 
wicked,  to  him  that  facrificeth,  as  well  as  to  him 
that  facrificeth  not ;  it  muft  therefore  be  intend* 
ed  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  he  that  liveth  and  believ- 
eth  in  me,  lhall  never  die,  fhali  never  participate 
of  that  future  woe  and  mifery  defcribed  under 
the  ehara&er  of  the  fecond  death  ;  he  fliall  be  re¬ 
deemed  from  the  bondage  of  fpiritual  death,  and 
reftored  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God ; 
he  lhall  live  a  life  of  righteoufnefs  here,  he  lhall 
enjoy  fpiritual  communion  with  the  Author  of 
his  being,  he  lhall  have  fellowfhip  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and,  after 
the  dilfolution  of  this  body,  he  fliall  be  ufhered 
into  the  realms  of  eternal  life,  he  fliall  be  united 
with  the  aflembly  of  the  juft,  the  church  of  the 
firft-born  triumphant  in  glory. 

Examine  yourlelves,  whether  you  are  in  the 
faith.  Let  not  us,  as  a  people,  any  more  than 
others,  prefume  upon  the  profeffion  of  a  belief 

in  certain  Scripture  do&rines,  or  in  the  pro fef- 
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jiion  of  certain  articles  of  faith  ;  but  let  ns  always 


remember,  that,  if  ever  we  are  capable  of  fuftain- 
ing  the  dignity  of  faints  in  heaven,  we  muft  live 
the  life  of  the  juft  upon  the  eaith  ;  we  muft: 
purfue  the  juft  man’s  way,  which  is  as  a  fining 
light,  which  Jhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect 
day. 

The  obligation  to  practical  religion,  which  I 
have  attempted  to  imprefs  upon  the  minds  of 

this  auditory,  is  yet  more  ftrongly  enforced,  by 

1 

the  Author  of  the  Chriftian  difpenlation,  at  the 
elofe  of  that  mod  excellent  fermon,  which  he 
preached  on  the  mount.  After  having  opened 
the  heavenly  treafures  of  doctrine,  he  concludes 

r  i,  . 

with  faying,  If  am  man  heareth  these  sayings  of 
mine ,  and  doeth  them  not ,  he  J, hall  be  likened  to  a 
foclifh  man ,  who  built  his  house  upon  the  sand . 
This  is  the  cafe  of  the  merely  nominal  Chnfti- 
an ;  he  heareth,  believeth,  or  aftentefh  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift :  //  any  man 
heareth  these  sayings ,  of  mine ,  and  doetb  them  not ,  he 

i 

Jhall  be  likened  unto  a  foolijh  man ,  who  built  bis  house 

upon  the  sand :  and  the  rain  descended ,  and  the  floods 

$ 

came ,  and  the  winds  blew ,  and  beat  upon  that  house, 
and  it  jell,  and  great  was  the  fall  thcreoj. 


On 


(  *38  ) 

On  the  contrary,  he  d^fcribes  the  man  who  in¬ 
deed  poflelTes  faving  faith,  the  faith  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl  j  the  man  who  will  receive,  at  the 
clofe  of  his  labours  beneath  the  fun,  the  end  of 
lus  faith,  even  the  everlafting  falvation  of  his 
foul :  If  any  man  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine , 
and  doeth  them,  1  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man , 
who  built  his  house  upon  a  rock  :  and  the  rain  des¬ 
cended ',  and  the  floods  came ,  and  the  winds  blew ,  and 
beat  upon  that  house ,  and  it  fell  not ,  because  it  was 
fixed  upon  an  immutable  bafis ;  for  it  was /0a W- 
ea  upon  a  rock.  This  man  builds  upon  that 

rock,  againft  which  the  gates  of  hell  can  never 
prevail. 

God  Almighty  grant,  that  of  his  infinite 
mercy  and  goodnefs,  we  may  examine  the  foun¬ 
dation  we  are  building  upon,  whether  the  hopes 
and  expectations  we  have,  of  being  faved  with 
an' everlafting  falvation,  be  founded  upon  a  fpe- 
culative  faith,  or  upon  fuch  a  belief  in  the  fu- 
preme  Being,  and  in  his  Son,  as  may  conform  us 
in  heart  to  that  law,  that  rule  of  action,  which 
the  Author  of  univerfal  nature  has  difpenfed  and 
given  to  all  the  dalles  of  intelligent  beings. 

Examine  yourselves,  whether  you  are  in  the  faith j 
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prove  your  own  selves ;  know  ye  not  your  own  selves , 

» 

how  that  Jesus  Chrifl  is  in  you ,  except  you  be  repro¬ 
bates . ?  The  manifeftation  of  the  grace  of  God 
here  intended,  is  in  every  man,  and  its  defign  is 
to  inftru£t  him  in  that  which  is  right,  and  to 
ftrengthen  him  in  the  performance  of  every  vir¬ 
tue.  This  is  the  purpofe  of  the  manifeftation 
of  that  grace  which  bringeth  falvation,  and 
which  is  given  unto  all  men,  not  to  a  few,  to 
theexclufion  of  the  reft  j  but,  through  the  in¬ 
finite  mercy  of  the  fupreme  Being,  it  is  given  to 
all  men,  and  under  all  defcriptions,  teaching  us, 
that,  denying  ungodliness  and  worldly  lufts,  we  Jhould 
live  soberly ,  righteoujly ,  and  godly ,  in  this  present 
•world,  looking  for  the  blejfed  hope  and  the  glorious 
appearing  of  the  great  God  and  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Chrift ,  who  hath  given  himself  for  us,  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  to  himself  a 
peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works. — Let  us  not 
therefore  negledt  our  own  mercies,  by  negle&ing 
that  falvation  which  is  offered  to  us  through 

o 

Jefus  Chrift  ouff  Lord.  Let  us  be  ferious,  let 
us  be  inquifitive,  upon  a  matter  of  fo  great  im¬ 
portance  as  that  upon  which  our  happinefs  in 
the  world  of  fpirits  moft  certainly  depends  -y  let 

S  2  ,  us 
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us  not  content  ourfelves  with  the  form  and  fhoW 
ot  g  xliinefs,  while  we  are  deftitute  of  its  life, 
and  of  its  power  and  heavenly  virtue.  May  our 
hearts  enter  into  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  true 
Ch riilian  faith,  that  by  this  means  we  may  have 
accels  to  the  Father  through  the  Son,  and  that 
in  thefe  our  religious  and  lolemn  afiemblieswe 
may  polfefs  that  faith  by  which  Abel  offered  to 
Cod  a  more  excellent  facrifice  than  Cain  ;  with 
that  faith  let  us  draw  near  to  the  temple  of  the 
mofl  high  ;  let  us  approach  to  that  altar  to  which 
none  that  lerve  the  tabernacle  can  pretend  ;  let 
us  approach  the  Author  of  our  being  and  of  all 
our  mercies,  that  we  may  be  difpofed  by  him,  the 
preparer  of  the  heart,  to  receive  the  lalutary  inT 
Sciences  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  that  we  may  feel 
ourlelves  under  the  defcription  of  thofe,  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Old  Teflament,  who  wait  upon  the 
name  of  the  mofl:  high  :  though  the  youth  may 
Jaint,  and  though  the  young  men  may  utterly  fall, 
jet  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  Jhall  renew  their 
Jlrength,  they  JhaL  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles , 
they  Jhall  run  and  not  be  weary ,  they  Jhall  walk  and 
not  faint. 

To  conclude :  as  my  mind  feems  to  be  disbur¬ 
dened 
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dened  from  that  which  appeared  to  be  my  duty, 
and  which  I  have  been  performing,  I  truft  in 
the  ability  that  God  giveth,  without  any  kind  of 
premeditation,  under  the  influence  of  that  celef- 
tial  charity,  which  breathes  glory  to  God  in  the 
higheft,  on  earth  peace,  and  good  will  towards 
men  ;  under  that  influence,  again  1  would  enjoin 

I 

the  exhortation  of  the  apoftle :  Examine  your¬ 
selves,  whether  you  are  in  the  faith ;  prove  your 
own  selves ;  know  ye  not  your  own  selves ,  how  that 
Jesus  Chrijl  is  in  you,  except  you  be  reprobates  ? 
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prayer 


A  V  THE 


CONCLUSION  of  the  MEETING, 


OST  gracious  God,  the  father  and  foun- 


XV  A.  tain  of  all  our  mercies,  look  down  from 
heaven,  the  habitation  of  thy  holinefs,  upon  us, 
thy  poor  unworthy  creatures,  and  imprefs  us 
with  a  juft  fenfe  of  what  we  are,  and  alio  of 
what  thou  wouldft  have  us  to  be ;  that,  feeing 
ourfelves  as  we  are  feen  of  thee,  we  may  abhor 
ourfelves  induft  and  allies,  and  feel  all  that  pen¬ 
itential  contrition  that  is  neceftary  to  render  us 


the 


■•V  -  ■ 

V.  .  ** 


•  .*-*  >•'  r 
•}.  > 

V  '•  '•  ->■:  •* 


4 

— 


_ 


- — 


f—r-.-r- 


(  r43  ) 

the  objects  of  thy  mercy  ;  that,  on  a  review  of 
our  paft  lives,  we  may  fee,  and  fincerely  repent 
of,  the  tranfgreffions  we  have  committed  j  and, 
under  the  influence  of  thine  Holy  Spirit,  we 
may  refolve,  in  the  future  Heps  of  our  fhort 
pilgrimage,  to  correct  the  errors  of  thofe  that  are 
irrecoverably  paft.  O  Lord,  enable  us  to  apply 
the  means  of  falvation,  which  thou  art  granting 
unto  us  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  that  we 
may  receive  in  meeknefs  the  ingrafted  word, 
which  is  able  to  fave  our  fouls.  O  Lord,  en¬ 
lighten  our  eyes  to  fee,  and  infpire  our  hearts  to 
perform,  thole  things  which  make  for  our  peace, 
thofe  duties  which  thou  haft  enjoined  unto  us  of 
indiipenfable  obligation. — Moft  gracious  father, 
thou  knoweft  the  temptations  with  which  we 
are  befet  j  thou  knoweft  the  weaknefs  of  our 
natuiai  powers,  and  the  ftrength  of  thofe  temp¬ 
tations  which  a  flail  us.  Send  us,  therefore, 
help  from  thy  fandfuary ;  ftrengthen  us,  O 
Lvnd,  and  impart  vigour  to  every  virtuous  refo- 
lution,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  lay  afide  every 
weight  and  burthen,  and  the  fin  that  does  moft 
eafily  belet  us,  and  run  with  patience  the  race 
that  is  fet  before  us,  in  humble  faith  and  confi¬ 
dence 
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dence  in  thee,  the  Creator,  the  Protector,  and 
the  Preferver  of  men  j  that,  through  whatever 
fcene  it  may  be  our  lot  to  pafs,  we  may  feel  the 
fuppoit  of  thine  everlafting  arm  ;  that,  when  we 
pafs  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death, 
we  may  fear  no  evil,  and,  whenever  it  fhall 
pleafe  thee  to  fummon  us  hence,  it  may  be 
to  join  the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the 
firft  born,  where,  with  faints  and  angels,  and 
with  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect,  we 
may  ever  live  to  praife  thy  great  and  excellent 
name,  to  alcribe  to  thee  the  greatnefs,  dominion 
and  glory,  which  belong  unto  thee,  not  only  nowe 
but  henceforth  and  for  ever  more.  Amen. 


DISCOURSE 
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DISCOURSE  VII. 


AN  apoftle,  writing  to  one  of  the  primitive 
churches,  addreffed  them  in  this  manner, 

*•  •  •  .  .  i 

or  to  this  purport  :  Quench  not  the  Spirit ,  despise 
not  prophesying ;  prove  all  things ,  and  hold  jajl  that 
•which  is  good. 

The  writings  both  of  the  Old  and  the  New 
Teftament,  abundantly  teftify,  that  God  doth 
not  only  reveal  himfelf  unto  his  rational  crea- 

v. 

tures  in  the  volume  of  his  works,  or  the  book 
of  nature,  in  which  the  attributes,  particularly 
of  power  and  of  intelligence,  are  eminently  dis¬ 
played,  but  that  he  alfo  reveals  himfelf  unto  his 
rational  creatures  immediately  by  his  Spirit, 
which  1  conceive  to  be  the  grand  and  primary 

T  rule 
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rule  or  law  of  aftion  to  all  ranks  and  clafTes  of 
intelligent  creatures,  and  that  all  other  modes  of 
the  manifeftation  of  his  will  are  fecondary,  and 

fubfervient  to  the  grand  defign  or  purpofe  there¬ 
of. 

■ There  is  a  spirit  in  man  (a  rational  capacity,  by 
which  he  is  eminently  diftinguifhed  from  the 
beafts  of  the  field,  and  the  fowls  of  heaven)  and 
the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth  him  an  un¬ 
der/landing.  It  is  very  obfervable,  that  one  of 
the  chofen  leaders  of  the  people  of  Ifrael,  after 
having  folemnly,  by  way  of  commemoration, 
recounted  the  fignal  interpofitions  of  divine 
Power,  in  the  emancipation  of  that  people  from 
under  the  tyranny  of  Pharaoh,  as  one  in- 
ftance  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  he  faith  he  gave  us 
also  his  good  Spirit  to  inftruB  us.  This  manifef' 
tation  of  himfelf  by  his  Spirit,  though  extraor¬ 
dinarily  difpenfed  to  many  of  the  prophets,  was 
more  or  lefs  the  privilege  of  every  individual ; 
and  we  find  the  royal  pfalmift  frequently  allud¬ 
ing  to  this  principle,  and  rejoicing  therein  :  The 
law ,  fays  he,  of  the  Lord  is  perfectly  converting  the 
soul ;  the  teflimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure,  making  wise 
the  Jimple.  The  law,  which  he  in  this  place  in¬ 
tended. 
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tended,  I  conceive  to  be  that  law  of  the  fpirit  of 
life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which  fets  us  free  from  the 
law  of  fin  and  death. —  A  manifeftation  hereof 
was  given  even  under  the  former  difpenfation  of 
Mofes ;  it  was  the  conduflor  of  that  people,  it 
was  the  fource  of  their  greateft  confolation  -, 
for,  they  all  drank  of  that  rock  that  followed  them  ; 
and  that  rock ,  faith  the  apoftle,  was  Chrift.  The 
law  of  the  Lord,  ^%\\&,is  perfedl -,  by  which  he 
could  not  intend  the  law  of  rituals  peculiar  to 
that  difpenfation,  or  the  facrificial  rites  of  the 
Jewilh  inftitution ;  for ,  the  law ,  fays  the  apoftle, 
made  nothing  per fedl.  Again  he  inftrufteth  us, 
that  it  made  not  perfect,  as  appertaining  to  the 

confcience  :  it  is  not  the  blood  of  bulls  or  of 

,  * 

goats,  or  the  a{hes  of  an  heifer,  fprinkling  the 
unclean,  that  could  fanflify  to  the  purifying  of 
the  confcience  j  for,  the  law  made  nothing  perfect, 
but  the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did,  which 
hope  is  Chrift. 

That  he  (to  wit,  David)  intended  the  primary 
divine  law  manifefted  by  the  Spirit  of  God  unto 
his  creatures,  is  evident  from  divers  other  places. 

* — b  delight ,  fays  he,  in  the  law  of  the  Lord-,  and 
again,  blessed  is  the  man  whose  delight  is  in  the  law 

d  •  T  2  of 
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of  toe  Lord,  and  in  his  law  doth  meditate  day  and 
night ;  he  Jhall  be  as  a  tree  that  is  planted  by  the 
rivers  of  waters.  And,  that  his  chief  felicity  de¬ 
pended  on  an  immediate  union  or  communion 
with  the  God  of  Ifrael,  is  very  evident  from  that 
place,  where,  under  the  preflure  of  his  infirmi¬ 
ties,  and  conlcious  of  the  want  of  fuperior  aid, 
he  breaks  forth  in  this  manner  :  fAy  soul  thirjleth 
jor  God,  yea,  for  the  living  God ;  again,  as  the  heart 
pantetb  after  the  water  brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  af¬ 
ter  thee,  0  God. 

Many  other  paffages  might  be  produced,  from 
the  writings  even  of  the  Old  Teftament,  while 
the  Jewifh  tabernacle  was  yet  remaining :  but  it 
is  more,  ftiil  more,  abundantly  teftified  by  our 
Saviour,  and  by  his  apoftles.  cIhe  manifeflation 
of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal. 
—This  is  that  principle  of  intelligence  given  us 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  or  through  Jefus  Chrift,  our 
Lord,  which  the  apoftle  intended,  when  he  faid, 
quench  not  the  Spirit ;  which  mu  ft  certainly  mean 
the  inward  manifeftation  of  the  Deity  to  the 
foul,  that  grace,  a  meafure  whereof  is  given  to 
every  man  to  profit  withal ;  and  that  it  could 
not  mean  any  written  manifeftation  of  himfelf, 

or 
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or  the  Scriptures  (which  fome  have  conceived 
was  intended  by  the  Spirit,  who  alledge,  that  the 
Spirit,  or  the  will  of  God,  being  revealed  unto 
holy  men  immediately,  was  mediately  commu¬ 
nicated,  through  the  inftrumentality  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  to  the  reft  of  mankind)  is  very  evident ; 
for,  the  canon  of  the  New  Teftament  was  not 
made  up  till  fome  hundreds  of  years  after  the  writ¬ 
ing  of  this  Epiftle ;  nor  doth  it  appear,  that  any 
epiftles  or  writings  of  the  evangelifts  were  collect¬ 
ed  or  completed  even  during  the  lives  of  the  apof- 
tles.  The  New  Teftament,  therefore,  as  a  book, 
didnotexift;  but  the  apoftle  alludes  to  fome- 
thing  that  had  been  received,  which  I  take  to  be 
the  manijejlation  of  the  Spirit,  that  is  given  to  every 
mm  to  profit  withal. 

This  principle  of  intelligence,  this  manifefta- 
tion  of  the  divine  will,  its  effeCts,  its  properties, 
and  its  influence  upon  the  human  foul,  is  fet 
forth  under  various  figurative  modes  of  expref- 
fion.  It  is  fometimes  compared  unto  fire.  As 
it  is  the  property  of  fire  to  purify  metal,  and 
feparate  heterogeneous  matter,  fo  the  fpirit 
of  God,  operating  on  the  foul,  will  thoroughly 
purge  away  its  dross ,  and  take  away  all  its  tin ; 

cleanfe 
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clean fe  the  foul  from  all  unrighteoulhefs,  and  of 
courfe,  make  it  a  fit  habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit.-— Is  not  my  word,  faith  the  Lord,  as  a 
fire?  as  afire  toconfume  and  deftroy  that  part 
in  man  which  is  at  enmity  with  that  which  is 
good  ?  And  therefore  the  office  of  the  high  prieft 
of  this  difpenfation  is  fet  forth,  under  the  fame 
figurative  mode  of  expreffion,  by  him  who  was 
the  forerunner  of  Chrift,  who  was  the  voice  of 
one  crying  in  the  wildernefs,  prepare  ye  the  way  of 
the  Lord ,  make  his  path Jlrait.  He  baptized  the 

people,  as  he  faid,  indeed,  with  water,  unto  re¬ 
pentance  ;  but  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  miniftra- 
tion  of  Jefus,  which  was  to  fucceed  his,  he  faith, 
He,  that  ccmeth  after  me,  is  mightier  than  1 ;  whose 
Jhoe  lat  chet  1  am  not  worthy  to  loose ;  he  fall  bap¬ 
tize  you  with  fire .  Now  it  cannot  be  conceived 
/ 

that  the  material  element  of  fire  is  intended, 
which  would  deftroy  men’s  bodies ;  for  Jefus 
Chrift  came  not  to  deftroy  men’s  lives,  but  to 
fave  them.  He  Jhall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy 
Ghofi  and  with  fire,  whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he 
will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor ,  gather  his  wheat  into 
his  garner ,  and  the  chaff  he  will  burn  up  with  un¬ 
quenchable  fire.  This  Scripture  I  adduce  to  fhew 

that 
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that  the  effedds  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  ra¬ 
tional  foul,  the  foul  that  is  depraved  by  the 
tranfgreffion  of  the  divine  law,  and  has  contradl- 
ed  the  defilement  of  fin,  is  analogous  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  that  element,  that  is  adapted  to  purify 
and  refine  material  bodies.  Thus  it  is  faid,  that 
a  man,  fandlified  by  the  influence  thereof,  fhall 

become  as  pure  as  gold,  yea,  more  pure  than  the 

*  -  • 

golden  wedge  of  Ophir.  This  I  take  to  be  the 
one  effential  baptifm,  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy 
Ghoflr,  which  cleanfeth  men  from  all  unrigh- 
teoufnefs,  and  which  is  neceflary  to  conflitute 
us  the  proper  objedt  of  that  inheritance  which  is 
incorruptible  and  unde  filed ,  and  that  fadeth  not  a- 
way.  For,  the  baptifm  that  now  faves  is  not  ati 
elementary  baptifm ;  the  baptifm  which  now 
faves  is  not  the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the 
flefh,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  eafy 
for  a  man  to  effedluate  j  but,  it  is  that  which 
gives  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  towards 
God,  by  the  refurredlion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
hath  faid,  1  am  the  resurreflion  and  the  life  j  he, 
who  believeth  on  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  fhall 

be  live ;  and  he,  who  liveth  and  believeth  on  me,  fhall 
never  die. 

Quench 
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^uffich  not  the  Spirit.  The  fi mile,  or  figure, 
is  very  well  maintained  }  for,  as  the  property  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  fet  forth  under  the  metaphor¬ 
ical  language  of  fire,  fo  that,  which  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  damp  its  generous  ardour,  or  prevent 
its  influence,  is  compared  to  water.  In  a  moral 
ienfe,  whatever  a  man  does,  whatever  notion  he 
chet  ifhes  in  his  heart  of  the  vicious  fpecies,  what¬ 
ever  licence  he  gives  to  his  paflions  beyond  the 
bounds  prefcribed  by  the  divine  law,  operates  as 
water  on  a  flame }  it  damps  its  ardour.  And  we 
fee  that  thofe,  who  deviate  from  the  paths  of  in¬ 
nocence,  go  on  ftep  by  ftep,  by  little  and  little, 
till  they  are  brought  to  actions  of  the  mod  crim¬ 
inal  nature,  deftrutfive  of  their  health,  deftruc- 
tive  of  their  fouls  peace,  and  which  afford  them 
no  pleafure,  but  a  fearful  looking  for  of  the  juft 
judgment  of  the  divine  Being,  who  will  deal  with 
every  man  according  to  his  works.  I  fay,  every 
deviation  from  the  path  of  virtue  will  have  this 
effedt,  to  quench  the  fpirit.  Let  us,  therefore, 
by  every  poflible  means,  endeavour  to  cherifli 
this  divine  flame  ;  it  is  a  (park  lent  from  heaven, 
and  it  is  defigned  to  purify  us  throughout,  to 
make  us  veflels  holy  to  the  Lord,  meet  for  an  in¬ 
heritance 
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heritance  with  the  faints  in  light,  and  to  celebrate 
the  praifes  of  heaven’s  King  forevermore, 

Quench  not  the  Spirit.  Yield  to  that  monitor* 
which  cautions  you  againft  even  the  appearance 
of  evil,  which  is  mercifully  given  unto  man  to 
direft  him  in  his  courfe  in  this  world,  and  eftab- 

lifh  him,  happily  eftablifh  him,  in  the  life  that  is 

/ 

to  come,  in  the  poffeflion  of  that  fpecits  of  fe¬ 
licity,  which  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard* 
nor  has  it  entered  into  the  heart,  the  unconvert¬ 
ed  heart,  to  conceive ;  but  God  hath  revealed 
it  to  us,  fays  the  apoftle,  by  his  Spirit;  for,  the 
Spirit  featches  all  things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of 
God. 

Quench  not  the  Spirit.  Add,  to  your  faith,  vir¬ 
tue  ;  to  virtue,  knowledge  ;  to  knowledge,  tem¬ 
perance  ;  to  temperance,  brotherly  kindnefs ;  to 
brotherly  kindnefs,  charity.  Thus  cherifh  the 
holy  flame ;  yield  to  the  falutary  influence  of  the 
Spirit,  that  quickeneth  to  cherilh  in  your  breads 
every  heavenly  and  every  friendly  affection.  The 
duty  of  a  Chriftian,  both  with  refpeft  to  his 
Creator  and  his  fellow-creature,  is  fet  forth  to 
us  in  the  anfwer  which  our  Lord  gave  to  one 
who  alked  him,  which  is  the  greateft  command* 

U  v-  meat  ? 
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ment  ?  •  Thou  Jhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God ,  with  all 
thy  heart,  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  flrtngth, 
This  is  the  firft  and  great  commandment;  and, 
the  tendency  of  that  Spirit  which  we  have  re¬ 
ceived,  if  we  yield  to  its  influence,  would  ani¬ 
mate  out  affections  toward  that  Being  on  whom 
we  depend,  and  by  whofe  bleflings  we  are  fup- 
ported ;  raife  our  minds  to  contemplate  the  in- 
ftances  of  God’s  power,  righteoufnefs,  goodnefs, 

and  truth,  manifefted  j  and  enable  us  to  afeend, 

•  * 

as  upon  the  wings  of  an  eagle,  in  a  meditation 
on  the  divine  attributes ;  and  infpire  us  with 
that  fpecies  of  gratitude  which  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  language  to  define. 

Thou  Jhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  all  thy 
heart ,  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  ft  renet  h. 
This  is  the  firft  and  great  commandment  ;  and 
this  we  fliould  be  inftrufted  to  do,  if  we  yielded 
to  the  influences  of,  and  did  not  quench,  the 
Spirit,  which  is  like  a  fire  to  enkindle  within  us 
a  facred  flame  of  devotion,  in  which  we  may  en- 
compafs  the  altar  of  the  Almighty,  in  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  his  mercies,  and  approach  acceptably  the 

temple  of  his  holinefs. 

»  *'*  ^  ■*  J  ^ 

Despise  not  prophesying.  Now  it  is  to  be  un- 

del  flood, 
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derftood,  that  the  manifeftation  of  the'  Spirit 

/ 

does  not  fuperfede,  or  render  ufelefs,  inftru- 
mental  means.  God  has  ufed  both  thefe  means ; 
he  has  fpoken  unto  our  fathers  by  the  prophets ; 
he  has  fpoken  to  us,  in  thefe  latter  days,  by  his 
Son  ;  he  has  fent  his  apoftles  to  go  forth,  by  his 
authority,  in  his  name,  to  preach  the  Gospel ,  to 
the  poor ,  to  heal  the  broken  hearted,  to  proclaim  liber¬ 
ty  to  the  captive,  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them 
•who  were  bound,  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God.  He 
appointed  fome  prophets,  and  fome  evangel ifts, 
and  fome  paftors  and  teachers,  for  the  edifying  of 
the  body  in  that  love,  by  which  it  is  united  unto 
its  holy  head.  Defpife  not  therefore  prophefying. 
At  the  fame  time  that  we  conceive  this  mani¬ 
feftation  of  the  Spirit  to  be  the  primary  law  and 
rule  of  our  a&ions,  we  muft  by  no  means  def¬ 
pife  inftrumcntal  means  of  inftru&ion.  All 
fcripture  is  given  by  the  infpiration  of  God, 
and  is  profitable  for  doCtrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  inftruciion  in  righteoufhefs,  to 
make  the  man  of  God  perfeCl,  thoroughly  fur- 
nifhed  unto  all  good  works,  and  is  able  to  make 
us  wife  unto  falvation,  through  faith  w  hich  is  of 
.  '  ;  U  2  Chrifi: 
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Chrlft  Jefus :  We  therefore  accept  the  Scriptures 
as  an  ineftimable  blefling  ;  for  in  them  we  hcivc 
an  account  of  the  various  difpenfations  of  divine 
wildom,  and  in  which  we  have  the  concurrent 
telfimony  of  the  apodles  and'  prophets  of  Jrfus 
Chrift  to  this  fundamental  principle  of  which 
we  are  mod  firmly  perfuaded. 

Despise  not  prophesying.  Let  us  improve,  by 
every  means  which  divine  wiidom  lays  in  the 
way,  that  we  may  be  furnifhed  to  every  good 

word  and  work,  and  increafe  in  the  knowledge 
of  God. 

Despise  not  prophesying  ;  prove  all  things ;  hold 
{aft  that  which  is  good.  I  conceive  that  the  man- 
ifeftation  of  the  Spirit,  given  to  every  man  to 
profit  withal,  is  propofed  to  his  rational  under- 
ftanding,  and  fuperfedes  not  the  ufe  of  thole  ra¬ 
tional  powers  by  which  he  is  diftinguilhed  ;  but 
it  qualifies  him  to  exercife  thofe  powers  in  the 
bed  1  me,  and  to  the  nobleli  purpofcs,  to  afl'ert 
the  dignity  of  his  nature,  and  qualify  him  for 
thofe  fpecies  of  employments  which  are  fuited  to 
the  nature  of  an  immortal  fpirit,  made  a  little 
lower  than  the  dngels.  He  is  to  prove  all  things, 
and  hold  fad  that  which  is  good.  The  Father 

-  '  of 
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of  lights  appeals  to  the  underftanding  and  fac¬ 
ulties  of  men  ;  when  he  makes  a  revelation  to 
his  creatures,  he  mercifully  condefcends  to  let 
him'elf  do  vn  to  the  faculties  they  poflefs  ;  he 
fpeaks  to  them  in  a  language  they  underftand. 
Therefore,  prove  all  things ;  diftinguifh  properly 
between  things  and  things  in  matters  of  the 
greateft  importance,  thofe  which  refpedt  our  fi¬ 
nal  acceptance  with  the  Judge  of  the  whole 
earth.  There  are  none  that  claim  more  our  fe- 
rious  attention.  They  refpeft  not  only  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  our  bodies  in  this  world,  but  alfo  the 
welfare  of  our  fouls  in  that  eternity,  to  the  con¬ 
fines  of  which  we  are  nearly  approaching.  Let 
every  man  therefore  he  fully  persuaded  in  his  oven 
mind ;  for,  to  him  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and 
doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  fin.  Let  us  not  be  con¬ 
tent  with  being  the  nominal  difciples  of  Chrift, 
but  let  us  confider  ourfelves  as  capable  of  judg¬ 
ing  in  thofe  matters  that  molt  nearly  concern 
us  ;  and,  if  any  lack  wifdom,  let  him  alk  it  of 
him  who  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not, 
and  it  fhall  be  given  him.  ]f  he  would  be  in- 
ftrufted  in  matters  of  everlafting  importance,  let 
us  confult  the  -facred  oracle,  Chrift  within  us, 

the 
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the  hope  of  glory,  and  who  is  faid  to  be  within 
every  man,  unlefs  he  be  a  reprobate  ;  for,  fays 
the  apoftle,  examine  yourselves ,  whether  ye  be  in  the 
jaith  ;  prove  your  own  selves ;  know  ye  not  your- 
s elves,  how  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  you,  except  ye  be 
reprobates  ? 

It  feems  that  our  Saviour  forefaw  the  divifions 
that  would  foon  commence  among  mankind,  and 
endeavoured  to  guard  his  difciples  againft  the  dog¬ 
mas  of  men,  and  turn  them  to  fomething  with¬ 
in  them,  as  a  fufficient  guide  and  rule  of  their 
actions ;  for,  fays  he,  fome  will  fay,  lot  here  is 
Chnfl  j  and  others,  lo  !  there  is  Chrijl ;  he  is  to  be 
found  among  the  circle  of  profefTors  ;  lo  !  here 
is  Chrift ;  others  fay,  lo  !  there  is  Chrift ;  °  but 
go  not  forth  after  them,  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  within!  you.  And  again,  we  are  told, 
that  that,  which  is  to  be  known  of  God,  is  man- 
ifeft  : — Where  r  Shall  we  confult  the  many  com¬ 
mentators  on  the  Old  and  New  Teftament? 
Shall  we  traverfe  the  earth  to  fearch  into  the  o- 
pinions  and  modes  of  remote  antiquity,  in  order 
to  know  what  we  fhall  do  to  be  faved,  or  in  order 
to  know  how  we  fhall  be  accepted  of  God  ?  No  : 
that,  which  is  to  be  known  of  God,  is  manifeft- 
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ed  in  man — within.— Having  made  thefe  obfer- 
vations,  I  recommend  them  to  your  confidera- 
tion. 

Quench  not  the  Spirit ;  despise  not  prophesying  ; 

\ 

prove  all  things,  and  hold  jajl  that  which  is  good. 
And  may  we,  individually,  according  to  that 
light  and  manifeftation  of  the  Spirit,  which  is 
given  unto  us,  be  faithful  to  the  revelations  com¬ 
municated  to  us  thereby,  fo  that  we  may  have 
the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience  ;  and,  when 
we  have  deviated,  let  us  endeavour  to  poflefs 
thofe  penitential  difpofitions,  that,  through  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  we  may  be  accepted  of  God,  and 
made  meet  for  the  realms  of  glory,  where,  with 
the  general  aflembly  and  church  of  the  firft  born, 
and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfedt,  we  may 
contemplate  the  perfections  of  the  divine  Being, 
and  may  join  the  celeftial  hoft  in  the  fong  of 
Mofes,  the  fervant  of  God,  and  the  fong  of  the 
Lamb,  faying,  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works , 
Lord  God  almighty  ;  juft  and  true  are  thy  ways , 
thou  King  of  saints ! 
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OST  gracious  Father  of  all  our  mercies, 
unto  whom  we  have  accefs  through  Jefus 
Chrift  thy  fon,  imprefs  us  with  a  humbling  fenf© 
of  our  own  unworthinefs,  and  of  thine  infinite 
mercy  and  goodnefs,  that  we  may  approach  thine 
'  holy  altar,  and  humbly  implore  thee,  the  Fountain 
of  wifdom  and  ftrength,  that  thou  wouldeft  be 
pleafed  to  enlighten  our  underftandings,  that 

we  may  fee  ourfelves  as  we  are  feen  of  thee,  and 

may 
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may  abhor  ourfelves  as  in  dud  and  allies,  feeling 
all  thofe  penitential  affections  which  may  render 
us  the  objects  of  thy  fc-rgivenfefs,  through  Jefus 
Chrid  our  Lord.  Be  pleafed  to  affid  us  with 
the  aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that,  in  the  future 
part  of  out  earthly  pilgrimage,  we  may  be  able 
effectually  to  correCt  the  errors  which  we  have 
committed  in  the  flrft.  That,  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  thy  grace,  we  may  pafs  the  time  of  our 
fojourning  here  in  fear,  and  may  be  ftrengthened 
to  lay  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fln  which  doth 

•V 

mod  eafily  befet  us,  and  run  with  patience  the 
race  which  is  fet  before  us,  in  hope  of  attaining 
the  eternal  inheritance  that  fadeth  not  away. 
Thou  mod  glorious  Being,  who  art  the  fource 
of  drength  to  the  righteous  in  all  generations, 
and  the  tower  of  their  defence ;  whole  bread 
fh all  never  fail  them,  and  their  waters  fhall  be 
dire;  look  down  upon  us,  and  fend  us  help 
out  of  thy  fanfluary,  and  drengthen  us  out 
of  thy  Zion,  that  we  may  be  drong  in  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  power  of  his  might,  and  be  able  to 
dand  againd  the  force  of  all  thole  enemies  who 
would  impede  our  progrefs  to  the  city  of  Jerufa- 
leni,  the  city  of  the  laints  folemnities.  Be  pleaf- 
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ed,  O  Lord,  to  condudt  us  by  thy  counfef, 
ftrengthen  us  by  thy  grace,  and  afterwards  take 
us  into  the  realms  of  celeftial  glory  $  that,  when 
thou  (halt  call  us  hence,  we  may  enter  into 
thofe  regions  where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy;  and 
where,  with  the  general  aftembly  and  church  of 
tne  firft-born,  whofe  names  are  written  in  heav¬ 
en,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect,  we 
may  celebrate  thy  praife.  It  is  with  this  view 
cut  fouls  are  proftrate  before  thee  j  and  we 
would  afcribe  to  thee,  glory,  majefty,  and  do¬ 
minion,  and  every  other  excellent  attribute  of 
v  uich  thou  art  worthy,  both  now  and  forever-* 
more.  Amen. 
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DISCOURSE  VIII. 


HEN  I  firft  entered  under  this  roof,  1 


»  *  felt  as  little  difpofition  to  vocal  public 
fervice  as  any  in  the  whole  of  this  congregation 
could  have  poffefied.  Confcious  of  my  own 
weaknefs  and  my  many  infirmities,  I  (ecretly 
wilhed  to  be  ftrengthened  by  him,  who  is  the 
Minifter  of  the  fandtuary  and  the  glorious  High 
Prieft  of  the  Chriftian  Religion-;  and,  indeed, 
un'efs  we  are  favoured  with  his  prefence,  we 
fiiall  fit  as  it  were  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  re¬ 
gions  of  the  fhadow  of  death.  If  we  feel  not  the 
influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  effectually  to  quick¬ 
en  us  and  infpire  us  with  the  fpirit  of  devotion, 
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in  vain  Avail  we  lift  up  our  hands  and  offer  up  the 
facrifice  of  vocal  prayer  and  praife  unto  him.  It 
would  be  well  if  we  had  ever  in  remembrance, 
that  of  ourfelves  we  are  nothing,  and  of  our- 
feives  can  do  nothing,  I  mean  nothing  that  is  • 
eflentially  good.  Unlefs  in  our  religious  affem- 
blies  we  are  firft  miniftered  unto  by  the  chief 
Shepheid  and  Bifhop  of  fouls,  we  cannot  poffibly 
nr  in  1  he  1  one  to  another.  This  the  apoftles  very 
evidently  (hew,  particularly  where  one  of  them, 
alluding  to  his  gofpel  miniftry,  fays,  that  we  may 
comfort  others  with  the  comfort  wherewit  h  we  cur¬ 
se  ives  are  comforted  of  God .  The  difciple  in  lift 
firft  receive  of  his  Lord,  before  he  can  difpenfe  it 
to  his  brethren.  And  it  is  therefore  that 
we  profefs,  I  fay,  profefs,  at  lead,  to  meet 

I  . 

upon  one  common  bottom,  both  miniflers 
and  thofe  in  a  private  flation,  tot  wait,  in 
all  fihglenefs  of  heart,  upon  that  Being,  who 
regardeth  the  crying  of  the  poor,  and  the 
l 'applications  of  the  needy  ;  who,  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  manner,  will  look  unto  that  man  who  is 
poor,  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  that  trembleth 
at  his  word.  And,  though  the  youth  may  faints 
and  the  young  men  utterly  fall>  yet  those ,  who  • 
•r.I.  ,  •  r  .  wait 
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wait  upon  the  Lord,  fhall  renew  their  ftrength-,  they 
J, hall  mount  upwards  with  wings  as  eagles  ;  they  fhall 
run ,  and  not  be  weary ;  they  Jhall  walk,  and  not 
faint. 

It  might  perhaps  be  a  little  profitable  for  us 
to  inquire  what  we  are  to  underftand  by  the  re¬ 
newing  of  our  ftrength  :  they,  that  wait  upon  the 
Lord,  fhall  renew  their  ftrength.  I  conceive  this 
to  be  intended  purely  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe ;  for,  if 
natural  ftrength  be  exhaufted  by  labour  or 
fatigue,  it  is  to  be  recovered,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  God’s  providence,  only  by  reft,  and 
the  application  of  fuitable  nutritious  food ;  but 
thofe,  who  wait  upon  the  Lord,  fhall  renew 
their  ftrength.  Such  are  the  nature  and  confti- 
tution  of  the  human  foul,  that,  in  order  to  be 
preferved  and  live  to  God,  with  a  holy  zeal  for 
his  name,  and  for  his  caufe,  to  be  endowed  with 
ftrength  virtuoufly  to  refolve,  and  virtuoufly  to 
purfue  the  juft  man’s  way,  it  muft  be  renewed 
by  food  that  is  of  a  fpiritual  nature;  that,  as 
bread  is  a  term  for  natural  food,  which  is  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  fupport  and  well-being  of  our  bodies, 
fo  this  fpiritual  food,  renewed  unto  us  by  the  re- 
newings  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  is  that  bread  which 

indeed 


* 


C  166  ) 

indeed  the  world  knoweth  not  of.  The  world 
that  lieth  in  wickednefs,  the  fenfualift,  has  no 
tafte  noi  lelifh  for  that  bread  which  cometh  down 
f/om  God  out  of  heaven,  and  nouriflieth  the 
foul  up  unto  eternal  life. 

Though,  in  the  application  which  the  difci- 
ples  weie  inftrufted  to  make  to  the  common 
1  athet  of  us  all,  outward  blefiings  might  be  in¬ 
cluded  with  fpiritual  ones,  yet  doubtlefs,  as  the 
vvehaie  of  the  foul. is  of  infinitely  more  import¬ 
ance  than  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  body, 
in  that  part  of  the  prayer,  in  which  we  are  in- 
flru<fted  to  fay — Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread, 
is  principally  intended  that  fpiritual  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  God  of-  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh, 
which  imparts  ftrength  and  vigour  to  the  foul, 
animating  it  with  a  fpirit  of  real  devotion,  that 
it  can  afcend  above  this  lower  and  terreffrial 
fphere, — afcend  as  upon  the  "doings  of  an  eagle 3  a, 
bird  winch  is  find  to  approach  the  neareft  to  that 
glorious  natural  luminary,  thelun,  in  its  flights, 
f  o,  that  foul,  which  pofieffes  not  only  the  fpirit 
of  real  religion,  but  alfo  feels  its  beft  afFeftions 
animated  towards  God,  will  have  this  privilege 

over  the  mere  profelTor  of  religion,  that  he  will 

afcend 
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afcend  as  upon  the  wings  of  an  eagle,  afcend  in 
an  awful  contemplation  of  the  divine  attributes* 
in  a  meditation  upon  fpiritual  fubje&s,  in  a 
Aram  of  holy  and  fervent  devotion  ;  he  will  af¬ 
cend  the  mount  of  the  Lord’s  holinefs,  encom- 
pafs  his  altar  in  the  multitude  of  his  mercies, 
and  lift  up  his  heart  with  his  hands  to  that  Being 
who  inhabits  the  heavens* 

Imprefied  with  the  importance  of  thefe  truths, 
which  we,  as  a  religious  fociety,  peculiarly  pro- 
fefs,  let  us,  friends,  not  come  to  thefe  meetings 
merely  with  an  expectation  of  receiving  benefit, 
edification  or  comfort  one  from  another.  Let 
us  not  look  one  upon  another  with.  Men  and 
brethren ,  what  jhall  we  do  to  be  saved?  or,  who 
fhall  fliew  us  any  good  ?  But,  fenfible  of  our 
own  refpe&ive  wants,  and  imprefied  with  a  juft 
idea  of  the  folemnity  of  that  bufinefs  which  we 
are  profefiedly  met  about,  let  us,  in  the  nothing- 
nefs  of  felr,  in  the  filence  of  all  flefh,  reverently 
wait  upon  the  Minifter  of  the  fan&uary  $  and  to 
him  let  us  look  with  all  finglenefs  of  heart,  and 
fay.  Lord  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  counte¬ 
nance  upon  us,  thus,  pofiefiing  that  affedtion  of 
mind  which  is  analogous  to  the  affection  of  cor- 

poreal 
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poreal  hunger,  as  perfons  fenfible  of  our  wants, 
and  alfo  where  thofe  wants  can  be  effectually 
fupplied,  we  fhall  become  the  objects  of  that  moft 
defirable  blefling,  blessed,  are  those  who  hunger  and 
thirfl  ajter  righteousness,  jor  they  fhall  be  filled.  It 
fecms  to  me,  beyond  the  leafl  degree  of  doubt, 
that  the  royal  pfalmifl  felt  this  fpirituai  hunger  ; 
he  felt  this  fenfe  of  want,  and  the  need  that  he 
flood  in  of  a  fupply  from  the  divine  prefence, 
when  he  fpeaks  to  this  purport :  As  the  hart 
fanteth  after  the  water-brooks ,  so  panteth  my  soul 
after  thee ,  0  God ;  and  again,  My  soul  thirfietb  for 
God,  yea,  for  the  living  God.  This  pafiage  of  the 
royal  pfalmifl  feems  to  convey  an  idea  to  me  of 
the  foul  which  feels  the  weight  of  its  own  infir¬ 
mities,  the  prefiure  and  the  importunity  of  fur- 
rounding  temptations;  clofely  preffed,  hunted  as 
it  were,  purfucd  by  its  enemies,  as  the  hart, 

I  1 

when  its  flrength  is  nearly  exhaufled,  and  ai¬ 
med:  ready  to  faint  and  drop  with  thirfl,  to 
whom  nothing  could  be  more  precious  than  a 
fpring  of  water :  therefore,  as  the  hunted  hart 
panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  fo  that  foul, 
which  is  fenfible  of  its  infirmities,  and  feels  the 
prefiure  of  furrounding  temptations,  longs  after 

that 
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.that  immortal  fpring  of  goodnefs,  where  it  may 
be  refrefhed  and  ftrengthened,  and  elcape  from 
its  enemies,  to  purfue  its  courfe  luccefsfully,  and 
ultimately  to  finifli  it  with  joy. 

I  wi(h  we  were  more  and  more  imprefled  with 
a  juft  fenfe  of  what  we  are,  that  the  pride  of  hu* 
man  nature  were  more  effectually  humbled  ;  that 
we  might  look  up  to  him  who  is  the  fource  of  all 
that  is  excellent  and  good,  and  to  ufe  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  holy  penman,  feel  after  the  Lord ,  if 
haply  we  might  find  him.  And  he,  whom  the  fer¬ 
vent  foul  is  in  fearch  after,  is  not  afar  off  j  he, 
whom  thou  longeft  for,  will  fuddenly  come  unto 
his  temple ;  but,  who  Jhall  abide  the  day  of  his 
coming  ?  who  jhall  /land  when  he  appeareth  ?  When 
the  foul  is  thus  favoured  with  a  fpiritual  commit^ 
nion,  and  intellectual  fenfe  of  the  fupreme  Being, 
it  is  then  that  every  thing  that  is  exalted  becomes 
abafed ;  the  loftinefs  of  man  is  brought  down  j 
he  fees  himfelf  as  a  worm,  and  no  man  j  as  un¬ 
worthy  the  leaft  of  his  mercies  and  truth  j  and 

^  ■  v  ■  v.  i  ■  f  4 

therefore,  in  this  view  of  himfelf  and  of  the  fu- 
preme  Being,  he  will  break  forth,  in  the  language 
of  Job,  1  have  heard  of  thee ,  by  the  hearing  of  the 
ear-, — fo  far  the  fpeculatift  may  go,  fo  far  the 
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theorift  may  collefl  a  fyftem  of  faith  ;  but,  he 
not  only  heard  of  him  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear, 
but,  fays  he,  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee .  He  had 

formed  juft  notions  of  the  fupreme  Being  ;  he 
was  enlightened  to  have  juft  ideas  of  himfelf.  1 
have  heard  of  thee ,  fays  he,  by  the  bearing  of  the 
ear ,  but  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee  ;  wherefore  1  repent 
and  abhor  myself  in  dafl  and  afhes.  This  is  that 
humbling  fenfe  which  we  all  of  us  fhould  poffefs 
of  ourfelves,  if,  in  the  fenfe  which  our  Saviour  in- 
tended,  we  were  favoured  to  fee  God:  Blejjed 
(fays  he)  are  the  pure  in  heart ,  for  they  Jhall  see 
God ;  which  certainly  mu  ft  be  intended  in  a  pe¬ 
culiar  and  fpiritual  fenfe,  for  he  is  not  the  object 
of  our  fenfes.  To  be  fure,  in  one  refpedt,  it  may 
be  {aid,  the  pure  and  the  impure  fee  God ;  They 
have  a  fenfible  demonftration  of  his  be¬ 
ing  in  the  works  of  creation,  and  of  the 
attributes  of  power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs ; 
but  they  have  not  that  animating,  that  in¬ 
tellectual,  vifion,  which  is  the  bleffing  of  the 
pure  in  heart  :  Blrjfed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for 
they  Jhall  see  God'.  Let  none  be  fo  weak  as  to  im¬ 
agine  this  to  be  underftood  in  the  fulleft  fen/e 
of  the  word  ;  for,  in  the  fupreme  Being  we  live , 
'■  !  -  and 
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and  move ,  and  have  our  being  ;  he  comprehends  all 
things,  and  is  comprehended  by  nothing.  If 
thou  ascend  up  to  heaven ,  he  is  there  j  if  thou  go  down 
to  the  depth  of  the  sea,  he  is  there.  The  darknefs 
and  the  light  are  both  alike  to  him  ;  he  ^infinite 
in  all  his  attributes  j  he  is  omniprefent ;  heper- 
vadeth  every  part  of  his  vaft  extended  empire  j 
there  are  no  bounds  to  Omnipotence ;  he  remains 
the  fame,  from  generation  to  generation ;  with 
him,  the  perfect  King,  there  is  no  variablenefs, 
neither  any  fhadow  of  turning.  When  we  con¬ 
template  with  propriety,  the  attributes  of  this  Be¬ 
ing,  through  the  fan&ification  of  the  Spirit,  then 
we  experience  what  it  is  to  have  a  pure  heart,  a 
heart  poflefling  purity  of  intention,  whofe  facul¬ 
ties  and  powers  are  placed  on  a  pure  objeft, 
and  all  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit* 
and  under  the  government  of  thofe  laws  which 
the  infinitely- wife  Legiflator  hath  adapted  to 
promote  the  happinefs  of  all  his  creatures,  and 
to  prepare  them  for  the  glory  and  the  dignity 
that  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  pure  in  heart ; 
the  enjoyment  of  that  pure  ftateof  being,  which 
we  fee  now  but  darkly,  through  a  glafs,  where 
the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  the  weary 
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are  at  reft  j  where  the  fociety  of  the  juft  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  contemplating  the  attributes  of  the 
eternal  King,  and  join  in  the  solemn  song  of  Moses, 
the  servant  of  God ,  and  of  the  Lamb ,  saying ,  Great 
and  marvellous  are  thy  works ,  O  Lord  God  Almigh¬ 
ty  i  jufl  and  true  are  thy  ways ,  thou  King  oj 
Joints ! 


PRAYER 
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CONCLUSION  of  the  MEETING. 

\  / 


i 


T\ /T OST  gracious  God,  as  of  ourfelves  we  can 
XVJL  do  nothing,  be  pleafed,  we  humbly  be- 
fcech  thee,  to  look  down  from  the  heavens,  the 
habitation  of  thy  holineis,  favourably  upon  us 
at  this  feafon.  Do  thou  lift  up  the  light  of  thy 
glorious  countenance  upon  us,  that  in  thy  light, 
O  Lord,  we  may  fee  light,  and  that  our  under- 
ffandings  may  be  effectually  informed  re(pe£ting 
thofe  things  which  belong  to  our  peace  and  to 

thy 


(  }74  ) 


thy  glory ;  that  our  underftandings  may  not 
only  be  enlightened  to  fee,  but  alfo  our  hearts 
ftrengthened  and  animated  to  engage  in  the  work 
of  righteoufnefs,  which  is  peace,  and  the  effeCt 
of  it  quietnefs  and  afTurance  forever. 

O  moft  merciful  Father,  look  down  upon  us, 
vile,  unworthy  creatures;  inflame  our  hearts 
with  a  lenfe  of  gratitude  to  thee,  the  Author  and 
Fountain  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  of  all 
thofe  bleflings  which  we  have  received,  and  have 
fo  much  mifapplied,  in  the  courfe  of  our  fhort 
pilgrimage ;  that,  under  a  juft  fenfe  of  thy  majef- 
ty,  of  thy  mercy  and  goodnefs,  and  of  our  own 
weaknefs,  we  may  be-  induced  to  approach  thy 
holy  altar,  and  put  up  our  fupplications  unto 
thee,  that  thou  wouldeft  be  pleafed  to  fend  us 
health  out  of  thy  fanCtuary,  and  ftrengthen  us 
as  out  of  Zion. 

Thou,  that  haft  been  a  rock  and  a  place  of 
refuge  for  the  righteous  in  all  generations,  look 
down,  we  befeech  thee,  upon  thofe  that  are  under 

the  preffure  of  any  fpecies  of  affliction  and  pro- 

< 

bation,  thofe  whofe  hearts  are  right  towards  thee, 
who  are  going  to  Mount  Zion,  and  have  had 
their  feet  directed  thither.  Oh  !  be  pleafed  to 

afford 


V 


✓ 


\ 


x  (ns  ) 

afford  thefe  the  aid  of  thy  Spirit  in  the  moments  : 
of  human  weaknefs,  and  in  their  folemn  adverfe 
leafon.  Lift  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance 
upon  them.  O  Lord,  prelerve  us  all  in  the 
courfs  of  our  pilgrimage  through  this  vale  of 
tears ;  guide  us,  by  the  light  of  thy  counfel,  and 
afterwards  receive  us  into  the  realms  of  celeftial 
glory,  where,  having  been  previoufly  effectually 
purged,  fanCtified,  and  juftified,  in  and  through 
thy  Son,  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift,  we 
may  join  the  heavenly  fociety,  and  forever  be 
with  the  faints  and  angels,  and  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfect,  to  laud  and  praife  thy  great 

>  |  L «  j .  ■,  .  r  >  *  ... 

and  excellent  name ;  to  whom,  for  all  thy  mer¬ 
cies,  be  the  dominion,  thankfgiving,  bleffmg,  and 
praife,  not  only  now,  but  henceforth  and  forev¬ 
ermore.  Amen. 


DISCOURSE 


\ 


(  176  ) 

\ 


»  f  -■  .  *  fjjfj  ! 

DISCOURSE  IX. 


r]rBlS  do,  and  thou  Jhalt  live.  Thefe  words  of 
our  Lord  revived  in  my  remembrance  at  this 
meeting,  and  I  have  been  led  to  advert  to  the 
occafion  of  their  being  delivered.  It  is,  I  think, 
written  in  one  of  the  evangelifts  :  Behold ,  a  cer¬ 
tain  lawyer  flood  up,  and  tempted  him,  faying,  M af¬ 
ter,  what Jhall  1  do  to  inherit  everlafling  life  ?  It 
is  written,  that  he  meant  to  tempt  him;  it  fol¬ 
lows,  of  courfe,  that  his  motive,  in  propofing 
this  queftion,  was  not  of  the  beft  kind  ;  that  it 

was  not  with  a  view  of  gaining  information, 

# 

but,  if  poffible,  to  enfnare  him.  and  take  an  occa¬ 
fion  againft  him.  But,  our  Lord,  upon  this  as 

well 
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well  as  upon  every  other  occafion,  manifefted 
that  wifdom  which  he  poffelfed  above  all  other 
men,  that  wifdom  which  directed  all  that  he  did, 
and  all  that  he  faid  j  he  spoke  as  never  man  spoke  5 
he  fpoke  with  peculiar  authority,  and  not  as  the 
fcribes.  Inftead  of  making  an  immediate  and  di¬ 
rect  anfwer  to  this  queftion,  he  previoufly  pro- 
pofed  one  to  him.  What ,  fays  he,  is  written  hi 
the  law  ?  how  readeft  thou  ?  To  which  the  lawyer 
replied,  Thou  Jhalt  love  the  Lord ,  thy  God ,  with  all 
thy  heart ,  and  with  ail  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
Jlrength,  and  with  ail  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbour 
as  thyself.  To  which  Jefus  faid,  Thou  haft  an¬ 
swered  right  this  do,  and  thou  Jhalt  live.  It.feem- 
eth  to  me,  that  this  lawyer  might  apprehend,  as 
fame  others  did,  who  had  a  prejudice  againft: 
Jelus,  and  the  worthy  caufe  which  he  promoted 
upon  the  earth,  that  he  came  to  deftroy  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  and  to  preach  another  law  ef- 
fentially  different  from  that  which  had  been 
delivered  to  them,  or  that  he  difpenfed  with  the 
obligation  of  that,  which,  by  way  of  diftindion, 
is  callea  the  moral  law.  But  our  Saviour  evin¬ 
ced  that  he  came  not  to  deftroy  the  law,  but  to 
fulfil  it  i  he  told  them,  that  heaven  and  earth 

^  fhould 


p.'  Th  •  ■'  J  :  r- 


(  ) 


fhould  fooner  pafs  away  than  one  jot  or  tittle  of 
the  law  fhould  fail .  Now  the  law  which  our 


Saviour  intended,  when  he  fays,  H  hat  is  written 


tn  the  law  ?  How  readejl  ihcu  ?  could  not  be  any 
part  of  the  New  Teftament*  becaufe  none  of 
that  had  been  written  -9  he  therefore  intended 
that  law  of  commandments  which  is  of  univer- 
fal  and  indiipenfable  obligation,  and  is  immuta¬ 
ble  :  Thou  ff:alt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart 9  ana  with  cm  thy  souly  and  with  all  thy  jirength^ 
ana  with  all  thy  mind ;  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself. 
Now  we  are  in  fir  acted  that  love  is  the  fulfilling 

'  O 

of  the  law  ;  but  in  what  fenfe  is  it  the  fulfilling 

of  the  law  ?  Why,  whoever  pofiefies  the  love  of 

_  •» 

God,  will  be  induced,  by  the  beft  motives,  to 
ftudy  his  will,  and  to  difcharge  the  obligation  of 
his  feveral  religious  duties  to  him.  If  he  loves 
his  neighbour,  he  will  be  induced  to  defire  his 
welfare  upon  all  occafions.  He  will  feek  the 
Intereft  and  good  of  his  neighbour  ;  he  will  not 
only  be  juft,  but  merciful,  kind  and  loving. 
And  this  definition  perfe&Iy  agrees  with  that 
pafiage,  where  it  i3  faid,  Love  vsorketh  no  ill  to  bis 
neighbbour. 

Now  I  conceive  that  there  is  no  other  way 

for 
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for  us  to  obtain  that  moft  definable  obje£i  of  being 
accepted  of  our  Creator,  who  is  the  Judge  of  the 
whole  earth,  than  to  obferve  thofe  facred  com¬ 
mandments  on  which  hang  all  the  law  and  the 
prophets.  And  it  feems  to  me,  that  there  is 
much  more  of  the  love  of  God,  and  the  love  of 
our  neighbour  afiumed,  or  profefTsd,  than  is  re¬ 
ally  poflefsed  at  heart  by  mankind.  The  pride, 
the  haughtinefs,  the  irreverence,  with  which  they 
appear  in  the  prefence  of  the  omnifcient  Being, 
befpeak  that  they  pofTefs  not  the  love  of  him  itj 
their  hearts.  Ambition,  avarice,  and  the  vari¬ 
ous  fpeciss  of  vanity  which  have  invaded  the 
fever  a  I  clafies  of  mankind,  befpeak  that  thev  are 
void  of  the  love  of  the  God  of  heaven  and  of  the 
whole  earth.  1  hey,  who  rife  up  early,  and  go 
to  bed  late,  in  order  to  add  houfe  to  houfe, 
and  barn  to  barn,  and  bag  to  bag,  and  land  to 
land,  till  there  is  nothing  left  for  the  poor  of  the 
earth  ;  who  improve  every  opportunity  to  mo¬ 


nopolize  as  much  as  pofiible  the  bleffings  of  heav- 
en,  and  whole  thirft  feems  inexhauftible ;  who 
are  prompted  by  avarice,  which  is  a  pafiion  that 
inet  eases  with  the  increafe  of  years,  and  increafes 
with  the  increafe  of  riches ;  manifeft  that  the 

Z  2 
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Isve  of  God  is  not  in  them  :  for,  the  apoftle 
faith,  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the 
Father  is  not  in  him ;  by  which  I  underftand,  if 
a  man  is  pofTefied  of  an  inordinate  love  of  the 
things  of  this  world ;  if  they  fo  take  hold  of  his 
afrefhons,  and  engrofs  his  attention,  as  to  flea! 
from  him  that  awe  of  God  which  ever  ought  to 
pervade  his  foul ;  if  it  prevents  his  attention  to 
the  ftatutes  and  the  commandments  of  heaven, 
and  prevents  his  walking  humbly  and  reverently 
through  this  fhort  fcene  of  his  pilgrimage ;  it 
is,  and  may  be  jufdy  called,  that  kind  of  love  of 
the  w'orld  which  excludes  the  love  of  the  fu- 
preme  Being. 

But,  while  it  is  fo  little,  I  fear,  poffeffed  at 
heart,  much  is  profefled  by  all  the  feveral  denom¬ 
inations  of  religion  ;  however  they  may  differ 
with  relpeft  to  fpeculative  tenets,  certain  rituals, 
and  modes  of  devotion,  and  articles  of  faith, 
they  all  profefs  to  love  God,  all  acknowledge  the 
obligation  of  that  and  of  the  fubfequent  com¬ 
mandment;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  we  often 
treat  the  fu  preme  Being  in  a  manner  fimilar  to 
that  which  we  ufe  one  towards  another.  A- 
mong  rnanfcnd,  there  are  great  and  fpecious  pre¬ 
tences 

/  X 


(  1 8 1  ) 

tcnccs  of  friend  (hip,  when  perhaps  there  is  but 
little  really  poflefled  at  heart  ;  and  indeed  fome, 
under  the  femblance  of  love  and  friendfhip,  have 
only  waited  for  an  opportunity  to  flab  the  repu¬ 
tation,  or  injure  their  neighbour  in  his  property 
or  perfon,  with  fccurity  from  the  lath  of  the  law. 
There  are,  who  have  made  this  profeffion  as  a 
cloak  of  malicioufnefs ;  and,  while  they  have 
fafd,  art  thou  in  health,  brother?  have  had  a  dag¬ 
ger  concealed  beneath  the  black  difguife.  Now 
we  are  abundantly  inftructed,  that,  though  we 
may,  and  too  frequently  do,  deceive  one  another, 
and  pafs  off  bafe  metal  for  fterling  coin,  yet  it  is 
impoilible  we  fhould  deceive  that  awful  Being 
with  whom  we  have  to  do ;  he  fees  not  as  man 
fees ;  he  looks  beyond  the  veil  of  every  cover¬ 
ing;  he  beholds  the  latent  recefles  of  the  human 
heart.  Let  us  therefore  not  be  deceived,  for 
God  is  not  mocked ;  that  which  every  man  lows, 
that  fhali  he  reap ;  if  he  fows  unto  the  flefh,  he 
fhall  of  the  flefh  reap  corruption ;  but,  if  he 
fows  unto  the  fpirit,  of  the  fpirit  he  fhall  reap 
life  everlafting. 

In  vain  fhall  we  call  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  in  vain  fit  all  we  faerifiee  upon  his  altar,  in 


vain 


\ 
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van!  (hall  w<f  make  many  prayers,  and  fpread  our 
hands  towards  the  habitation  of  his  hoiinefs,  un- 
iefs  we  pofiefs  the  love  of  him  in  the  higheft  ;  and 
which,  whoever  polseises,  he  will  manifeft  in  the 
vatious  branches  of  life,  his  converfation,  and 


commeice  among  mankind.  He  will  confcienti- 
oufly  di (charge  his  religious,  his  focial,  his  rela- 
iivCj  duties  ;  and,  in  the  fphcrc  of  Ins  move-* 
ment,  he  will  manifeft  the  love  of  God  by  keep¬ 
ing  his  commandments,  f  If  ye  love  me  (fays 
our  Lord)  keep  my  commandments  \  and,  if  we 
would  really  become  objects  of  his  compla¬ 
cency,  it  we  would  be  loved  and  honoured  of 
tnat  Being  who  made  us  for  the  purpofe  of  his 
own  glory,  let  us  attend  to  the  lolemn  injunction 
of  the  author  of  the  Chriftian  religion  :  Keep  you 
therefore  my  commandments  and  abide  in  my  love , 
even  as  I  leave  kept  my  Father  s  commandments  and 


abide  in  his  love. 

Let  us  not  therefore  apprehend,  that  any  ar¬ 
ticles  of  faith,  that  any  rituals  of  devotion,  or 
any  form  of  prayer  that  can  poffibly  be  uttered, 
can  be  a  fubftitute  for  this  affetlion  of  heart  to¬ 
wards  God,  and  which  the  confideration  of  his 
attributes  will  the  moft  powerfully  engage  us  to 

pofsefs. 


(  i  »3  ) 

pofsefs.  We  have  nothing  that  we  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  ;  he,  the  ancient  of  days,  is  the  foie  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  univerfe,  the  Lord  of  hoffs  ;  he  is 
one,  and  his  name  is  one.  We,  the  inhab¬ 
itants  of  his  footffool,  are  but  tenants  at  will. 
The  earth  is  the  Lord’s,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof, 
,snd  the  cattle  of  a  thoufand  hills  are  his.  And 
feeing  we  pofsefs  nothing  but  what  we  have  de¬ 
rived  from  him,  that  all  the  blefiings  which  we 
have  received  are  owing  to  his  bounty  and  good- 
nefs,  we  ought  not  to  boaft  as  if  we  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  them,  but  with  all  humility  acknowledge 
his  manifold  goodnefs,  and  to  offer  unto  him  the 
facrifice  of  an  undivided  heart.  It  is  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  wifdom  to  the  fons  of  men,  My  jon 
give  me  thy  heart .  Our  beft  affections  will  be  en- 
gaged  ;  then,  indeed,  we  fit  all  pofsefs  the  very 
fpirit  of  devotion  ;  for,  whoever  pofsefses  not  the 
love  of  God  pofsefses  not  the  fpirit  of  devotion  j 
his  hands  may  be  lifted  up  towards  the  habitation 
ol  his  holinefs,  but  his  heart  lies  groveling  on 
she  earth  j  he  is  worfhipping  the  gods  of  this 
world,  filver  and  gold,,  and  therefore  the  lifting 
up  of  his  hands,  and  the  verbal  oblation  of  his 
mouth,  will  not  be  acceptable  incenfe  upon  that 

facred 


I 
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facred  altar,  whereof  thofe  who  ferve  the 

'  ‘4 

tabernacle  have  no  right  to  partake. 

I  wilh  that  we  might  improve  fuch  fcafons  as  this 
in  a  particular  manner,  to  contemplate  the  divine 
attributes,  to  refleCt  and  think  upon  his  name, 
to  recollect  the  inftances  of  his  gcodnefs,  of  his 
power,  and  of  his  wifdom,  that  fo  we  may  feel 
our  affections  more  and  more  fet  upon  things 
that  are  above,  lefs  and  lefs  upon  things  which 
are  beneath,  which  are  but  of  a  tranfitory  nature, 
and  which  perilh  with  the  ufing.  This  was  the 
injun ftion  of  the  apoftle:  Set  your  affeSlion  on 
things  abovey  and  not  on  things  on  the  earth .  This 
indeed  is  to  be  fpiritually  minded,  as  it  is  writ¬ 
ten,  to  be  carnally  minded  is  deaths  but  to  be  fpirii - 
tidily  minded  is  life  and  peace . 

,  ,  ,  V»  .  \ 

Ir  we  were  really  concerned  to  pofsefs  this 
love  of  God,  it  would  not  only  manifeft  itfelf  in 
the  various  branches  of  our  religious  duty,  but 
alfo  thofe  of  a  facial  and  relative  kind.  I  think 
we  are  fomewhere  told,  that,  for  a  man  to  fee  his 
fellow-creature  in  diftrefs,  and  fhut  up  his  bow-. 

A'  V'  %"  ■  «>  •  ’•  v 

els  again  ft  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in 
him  ?  And  the  apoftie,reafans  very  aptly :  If,  fays 
he,  we  love  not  our  brother ,  whom  we  have  jeen , 

bow 
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how  Jfmll  we  love  God ,  whom  we  have  not  seen,  who 
is  not  an  objeft  of  fen fe,  who  is  inapproachable  ? 
No  man  hath  feen  him,  nor  can  fee  him  j  and,  as 
we  are  incapable  of  rendering  any  thing  unto 

God,  who  is  abfolutely  perfect,  it  feems  that  he 

•  * 

accepts  of  the  good  offices  we  do  for  one  another 
as  if  they  had  been  done  unto  him,  and  he  was 
capable  of  being  benefited  by  them.  This  is  il- 
luftrated  by  our  Lord  with  refpedt  to  thofe  who 

had  neglected  him :  1  was  an-  hungered,  and  ye  fed 

*  %  , 

me  not ;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  trie  not  j  Jick  arid  in 

prison,  dnd ye  vi filed  me  not ;  to  which  they  made 

this  reply :  When  saw  we  thee  dn-bungered,  or 

naked,  or  fick,  or  in  prison,  and  did  not  minifier 

Unto  thee  ? — Inasmuch,  fays  he,-  as  ye  did  it  not  to 

one  of  the  leafl  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  aid  it  not 

unto  me  ;  and  again,  to  thofe  who  received  him 

*  ? 

it  is  faid,  1  was  an-hungered,  and  ye  fed  me  •,  naked, 
and  ye  clothed  me,  or  words  to  the  fame  import « 
1  was  Jick  and  in  prison,  and  ye  visited  me.  Now  thefe 
pofsefsed  that  modefty  which  is  peculiar  to  good 
men ;  they  anfwered :  When  saw  we  thee  an- hun¬ 
gered,  or  naked,  or  sick,  or  m  prison ,  and  minijlered 
unto  thee  ? — Inasmuch,  fays  he,  as  ye  have  done  it 
to  Ghs  of  the  leafl  of  these  little  ones ,  you  have 


\ 


♦ 
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dofie  it  to  me.— Who  are  thefe  little  ones  ?  I  con¬ 
ceive  that  we  are  all,  by  creation,  God’s  little 
ones ;  he  (lands  in  the  relation  of  a  father  to 
all  ranks  and  clafies  of  human  beings;  he  of  one 
blood  has  made  all  nations  to  dwell  on  all  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  determined  the  times 
before  appointed,  and  the  bounds  of  their  habit¬ 
ation  ;  an  i,  as  he  has  made  them  of  one  blood, 
fo  lie  looks  upon  them  with  an  everl  a  (ling  .love, 
which  dilciinnnates  not  the  ■  per  forts  of  men  ; 
for,  he  is  no  relptcler  of  perfons  j  but,  in  every 
nation,  he,  that  feareth  God  and  workcth  righ- 
tepufnefs,  is  accepted  of  him.  And,  that  the 
little  ones,  in  this  place,  intended  not  any  pecu¬ 
liar  clafs,  to  me  is  very  evident  •,  becaufe,  we  are 
under  an  obligation  to  do  good  to  the  unrigh¬ 
teous  as  well,  as  the  righteous,  to  the  unjufl  as 
well  as  the  juft;  not  only  to  be  loving  to  our 
friends,  but  to  love  our  enemies,  to  do  good  to 
all ;  to  put  up  our  prayers,  not  for  this  or  that 
peculiar  clafs  of  perlons,  but  to  addrefs  our 
prayers  for  the  vail  community  of  creatures  : — 
1  exhort ,  fays  the  apoftle,  that  prayers  and  suppli¬ 
cations  he  made  for  all  men  ;  for  kings ,  and  for  all 
that  are  in  authority  ;  that  <we  may  lead  a  quiet  and 
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peaceable  life,  in  all  godliness  and  boned y.  We  are 
to  pray  for  the  righteous,  that  they  may  be  con¬ 
firmed  in  their  ways ; — for  the  wicked,  that  they 
may  be  reformed.  We  are  to  pray  not  only  for 
our  friends  j  for,  if  we  love  them  that  love  us, 
what  do  we  more  than  others  ?  It  is  natural  to 
have  an  affection  for  them  who  have  an  affection 
for  us;  but  we  muft  go  farther  than  this,  we 
muff  love  them  that  hate  us,  and  pray  for  them 
that  perfecute  us.  If  we  poflefs  this  fpirit  of 
mind,  if  love  prevails  to  all,  then  we  fiiall  ever 
have  occafion,  as  our  Lord  faid,  rather  to  rejoice 
than  to  be  forrowful  if  we  (hall  be  maltreated 
by  tliofe  whofe  intereff:  we  have  endeavoured  to 
promote  : — Blrjfed  are  ye  (fays  our  Lord)  when 
men  Jhall  say  all  manner  of  evil  againfl  you ,  falsely, 
jor  my  sake ;  rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  jot- 
great  is  your  reward  in  heaven.  Now  I  wilh  that 
this  affeftion  of  love,  the  love  of  God  and  of  our 
neighbour,  were  more  really  felt  at  heart  than' 
it  appears  to  be. 

The  love  of  our  neighbour  means  not,  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  term,  the  people 
whofe. local  habitation  is  near  ours,  and  who  lend 
ws  fome  affiftance,  as  we  are  in  ft  ruffed  in  the 

A  a  z  cafe 
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pale  of  the  Samaritan  and  the  poor  Jew,  when  it 
was  afked  our  Lord,  who  is  my  neighbour  ?  It 
feemed  good  fqmetimes  to  him  to  anfwer  the 
queftions  propofed  to  him  by  a  parable.  It  was 
peculiar  to  thofe  times  and  that  part  of  the 
world  j  and,  fo  frequent  was  it,  that  it  is  laid  of 
our  Lord,  that  without  a  parable  fpake  he  not 
unto  them.  A  certain  man,  fays  he,  went  down 
from  Jerufalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among 
thieves,  who  firipped  him,  and  wounded  him, 
.and  departed,  leaving  him  half  dead.  Here  was 
an  objedt  for  Chriftian  benevolence  to  exercile 
itfelf  upon ;  here  was  an  inftance  in  which  the 
love  of  our  neighbour  (hould  have  been  exercif- 
ed  j  but  it  feems  that  thofe,  who  ought  to  have 
polMed  the  greateft  (hare  of  friendly  affedions, 
thofe  who  waited  upon  the  fervice  of  the  altar, 
wanted  this  affection.  The  Pried:  palfed  by,  the 
Levite  followed  his  example }  thofe,  who  ought 

t  h  i  t  an  example  of  mercy, 
loving-kindnefs,  and  charity,  poflefled  not  that 
affe^ion,  which  would  engage  us,  by  every  means 
in  our  power,  to  relieve  the  diftrelfed,  and  wipe 
away  the  tears  of  the  afflidted.  In  Ihort,  fo  much 


this  affedlion, 
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and  cxercifing  it  in  charity  and  kindnefs  one  to¬ 
wards  another,  that  it  is  faid  to  be  the  religion 
which  is  pure  and  undefiled,  not  a  religion  of 
/peculation  and  theory  ;  Pure  religion ,  and  unde¬ 
filed  before  God  and  the  Father,  is  this  :  to  visit  the 
fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep 
ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world. 

The  Prieft  pafled  by ;  the  Levite  alfo  pafled, 
by.  At  length,  it  feems,  a  Samaritan  came  that 
way  j  and,  though  there  had  long  fubfifted  an 
enmity  between  the  Jews  and  the  Samaritans, 
yet  he  poflelTed  fo  much  of  the  love  of  God  and 
his  neighbour,  that  it  overcame  the  prejudice  of 
his  education ;  though  the  objeft  that  claimed 
this  attention  was  a  Jew,  he  took  compaflion  on 
him  in  this  date,  and  did  not,  as  we  often  do  to 
one  another,  pour  in  a  mixture  6f  wormwood 
and  gall,  to  aggravate  the  wounds,  rather  than 
the  oil  of  love,  to  alleviate  and  afiuage  them. 
He  poured  in  oil  and  wine ;  and  not  only  fo, 
but  he  looked  forwards,  and  provided  for  his  fu¬ 
ture  fubfidence ;  he  font  him  to  an  inn,  and, 
when  he  departed,  dlre&ed  the  hod  to  take  car. 
pf  him,  faying,  Whatfoever  thou  fpendcft,  when 
I  come  again,  I  will  repay  thee, 
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This  is  fet  forth  as  an  example  to  us,  which 
we  ftiould  by  all  means  attempt  to  imitate.  We 
fhouid  be  diverted  of  every  fpecies  of  prejudice, 
and  endeavour  to  have  our  hearts  more  enlarged 
in  the  love  of  God  ;  and,  the  more  vve  are  en¬ 
larged  in  the  love  of  God,  the  more  Avail  we 
po fiefs  the  love  of  our  neighbour,  and  more  pro¬ 
mote  the  intereft  of  the  vaft  community  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  be  more  di (poled  to  imitate  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  Saviour  of  mankind  among  the  poor 
and  defpifed,  who  was,  on  that  account,  in  re¬ 
proach,  called  the  friend  of  publicans  and  Tin¬ 
ners.  We  fhouid  exercife  our  gifts  for  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  righteoufnefs  on  the  earth,  to  prevent 
every  calamity,  and  promote  the  intereft  ot  loci- 
ety.  It  fhouid  betheftudy  of  our  lives,  and  our 
delight,  to  go  about  doing  good.  I  am  thank¬ 
ful  I  poflefs  that  fpirit  of  charity  that  forgets  all 
the  dillinflions  of  names,  of  rank,  and  of  dignity. 
As  men  are  ft  ripped  of  thefe  diftinftions,  and  re¬ 
member  that  they  ftand  in  the  relation  of  chil¬ 
dren  to  the  Father  of  mankind,  fo  will  their 
love  and  benevolence  be;  if  we  pofiefsed  this 
affection,  we  fhouid  endeavour  to  promote 
concoid  among  the  feveral  ranks  of  fcciety. 

I 
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I  wifh  we  may  fee  the  reftoration  of  thofe  pri¬ 
meval  days,  when  the  morning  ftars  fang  toge¬ 
ther,  and  all  the  forts  of  God  fhouted  for  joy. — • 
God  is  love;  that  is  a  term  which  is  mod:  aptly 
applied,  and  mod  glorioufly  iiludrates  the  attri¬ 
butes  of  the  fupreme  Being  We  are  the  off- 
fpring  of  his  benevolence  ;  it  was  to  communi¬ 
cate  happinefs,  it  was  from  the  fource  of  his  in¬ 
finite  benevolence,  that  he  created  us,  and  endu¬ 
ed  us  with  capacities  of  partaking  of  the  happi- 
nefs  of  immortality.  He  has  called  us  to  keep 
his  datutes,  that  we  may  pc  fiefs  a  fpecies  of  hap¬ 
pinefs  inconceivable  to  us  at  prefent,  and  which, 
in  its  duration,  will  run  parallel  with  the  end- 
lefs  ages  of  eternity. 

'Seeing  we  have  received  every  thing  we  poflefs 
from  him,  let  us  be  prod  rate  at  his  footdool  ; 
let  us,  in  all  the  emotions  of  filial  piety,  approach 
his  altar,  in  the  multitude  of  his  mercies,  and 
lift  up  our  hands  to  the  habitation  of  his  holi- 
nefs  ;  not  only  our  hands,  but  alfo  our  hearts. 
Lift  up  your  hands  and  hearts  to  God ,  I  think  the 
Pfalmid  fays,  « who  inhabits  the  heavens.  Thefe 
will  be  fealons  of  folemnity.  We  fhall  enter  into 
the  Uofets of  our  hearts,  and  fhut  the  door;  we 

fhall 
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fiial!  be  lifted  up,  as  on  the  wings  of  an  eagle, 
in  the  contemplation  of  his  attributes,  agreeable 
to  the  declaration  of  the  prophet,  who  fpoke  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord :  Though  the  youth  may 
jaint,  and  the  young  men  utterly  fall ,  yet  they  who 
wait  upon  the  Lord Jhall  renew  their  Jlrength ;  they 
Jhall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles  j  they  Jhall  run, 
and  not  be  wean  i  they  Jhall  walk,  and  not  faint. 
In  holy  fervor  of  fpirit,  we  fhall  be  able  to  enter 
into  that  within  the  veil,  and  in  the  depth  of 
humiliation  we  fhall  worfhip  the  Lord  in  the 
beauty  of  holinefs.  Thus  fhall  we  be  qualified 

to  join  the  celeftial  fong ;  Glory  to  God  in  the 

/ 

highefi ;  on  earth ,  peace  5  and  good  will  towards  men. 

Under  the  fenfe  of  thefe  things,  the  manifefta- 
tion  of  his  prefence,  and  a  participation  of  that 
food  which  is  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  the  bread 
that-  cometh  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  we 
_  1^  e  qualified  to  approach  him,  not  in  a 
formal  manner,  but  the  language  of  our  hearts 

will  be : 

»  * 

Oar  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy 
name  j  thy  kingdom  came ;  thy  will  be  done  on  earth 
as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us,  this  day,  our  daily 
head ;  and  j  or  give  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive 

them 
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them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and,  lead  us  not  into 
temptation ,  but  deliver  us  jrom  evil ;  for ,  thine  is 
the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever 
and  ever.  Amen. 
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CONCLUSION  of  the  MEETING. 


OST  gracious  God,  infpire  us  more  and 
more  with  fuitable  affe&ions  towards 
thee,  that  we  may  find  accefs  to  thy  prefence, 
and  offer  up  the  acceptable  incenfe  of  thankf- 
giving  and  of  praife.  O  thou  omnifcient  Being, 
who  knoweft  us  altogether  as  we  are,  grant,  we 
befeech  thee,  that,  under  the  influence  of  the 
light  of  the  Gofpel  of  thy  Son,  we  may  fee  our- 
felves  as  we  are  feen  of  thee  $  that,  in  the  depth 

of 
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of  reverence,  we  may  abhor  ourfelvcs  in  duft  and 
afhes;  that  the  remembrance  of  our  pall  tranf- 
greffions,  which  have  loudly  befpoken  our  in¬ 
gratitude  to  thee,  thou  mod  adorable  Eeing; 
may  be  blotted  out  ■,  and  that  we  may  feel  that 
contrition  of  foul,  which  becomes  every  penitent 
who  is  the  proper  objedt  of  thy  mercy.  O  let 
the  conlideration  of  thine  attributes  and  of  our 
®wn  unworthinefs  humble  us  yet  more  and  more 
in  thy  prefence  j  that,  pofsefsed  with  a  filial  fear 
of  thee,  we  may  in  future  be  more  circumfpedt  in 
our  goings  5  and  that  we  may  feek,  and  be  able 
to  diferiminate,  the  juft:  man’s  way,  and  to  walk 
in  it,  whch,  as  the  bright  and  fhining  light, 
fhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfeft  day.  O 
grant  that  we  may  be  more  and  more  enamoured 
with  the  love  of  virtue  5  that  we  may  more  and 
more  prefer  the  narrow  and  the  ftrait  gate,  which 
leads  to  life,  rather  than  the  broad  way  of  fenfuai 
indulgence,  that  leads  to  the  gates  of  death,  and 
ultimately  will  involve  fuch  as  perfevere  therein 
in  the  pit  of  perdition. 


O  mod  adorable  Jefus,  incroafe  our  faith  and 
love,  and  increafe  the  friendly  affections  of 
«ur  fouls  one  towards  another,  that  we  may  be 
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difpofed,  inftead  of  burdening  others,  to  bear 
each  other’s  burdens ;  inftead  of  cafting  about  to 
enfnareand  deceive,  we  may  look  upon  our  neigh¬ 
bour’s  intereft  as  our  own;  that  we  may  promote 
the  intereft  of  righteoufnefs  in  the  world  ;  that, 
under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  through 
grace,  vve  may  walk  before  thee  fo,  in  this  world, 
as  to  have  an  ample  hope  of  being  received  into 
the  afsembly  of  the  juft,  in  the  life  to  come. 

O  thou,  who  art  the  preferver  of  men,  influ¬ 
ence  us  more  and  more,  by  thy  Spirit,  that  we 
may  lay  afide  every  weight  and  every  burden, 
and  the  fin  which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us ;  and 
run  with  patience  the  race  which  is  fet  before  us ; 
and  fo  to  run,  as  that  we  may  obtain  the  crown 
immortal,  that  Ihall  never  fade  away.  While 
we  are  fojourners  in  this  world,  and  in  the  land 
of  the  lhadow  of  death,  open  to  us  the  brighter 
profpeft  of  a  fairer  day  ;  that  whatfoever  may  be 
our  lot  in  this  pilgrimage,  whether  perfecution 
or  diftrefs,  we  may  have  an  intereft  in  thy 
Son,  as  a  hope  firm  and  fteadfaft,  as  an  anchor 
in  this  tempeftuous  ocean.  Grant  that,  when 
the  days  of  our  pilgrimage  are  concluded,  we 
may  receive  the  end  of  our  faith,  even  the  falva* 

tion 
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tion  of  our  fouls,  where  the  righteous  fhall 
fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  as 
the  ftars,  forever  and  ever. 

O  thou  moft  righteous  Being,  in  a  fenfe  of  thy 
goodnefs,  we  would  approach  thy  altar,  and  af- 
cribe  to  thee  might,  majefty,  and  dominion,  with 
every  other  excellent  and  adorable  attribute, 
now,  henceforth,  and  forevermore.  Amen. 


DISCOURSE 
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discourse  X. 


NDER  an  apprehenfion  of  duty,  I  have 


frequently  laboured  among  you,  in  word 
and  doctrine,  for  a  feries  of  years.  What  effect 
it  has  had  on  thcfe  who  have  heard  me,  1  cannot 
prefume  to  determine ;  if  I  were,  indeed,  to  judge 
by  appearances,  I  (hould  conclude  the  obvious 
effefts  to  be  but  little.  But,  there  is  a  matter 
on  which  I  am  fully  competent  to  determine : 
my  motives  have  been  of  the  belt  kind,  the  love 
of  God,  and  the  love  of  my  fellow-creatures ; 
that  love  which  worketh  no  ill,  but  would  by  all 
poffible  methods  promote  the  efsential  intereft 
©1  its  neighbours  i  and,  having  from  time  to 


time 
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time  difcharged  what  I  apprehended  to  be  my  re¬ 
ligious  duty,  I  have  therein  found  great  peace* 
This,  to  myfelf,  at  leaft,  has  been  the  effect  of 
my  public  labours ;  and  though  it  is  probable, 
that  what  I  have  fometimes  delivered,  may  have 
been  more  or  lefs  fimilar  to  that  which  I  have 
aforetime  delivered,  yet  I  hope,  that  even  a  re¬ 
petition  of  do£trines  and  advices,  which  we  are 
urged  to  deliver,  from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  may  not 
be  as  water  fpilt  upon  a  (tone,  but  may  have  a 
tendency  (if  not  to  convey  any  material  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  underftanding)  to  ftir  up  at  leaft  the 
pure  mind,  by  way  of  remembrance. 

We  have  heard  much  j  we  have  had  line  upon 
line,  and  precept  upon  precept ;  and  there  have 
been  fent  among  us,  who,  as  good  fcribes,  out 
of  their  treafury,  have  brought  forth  things  new 
and  old.  But,  the  eflential  important  dofhines, 
which  refpeft  in  particular  our  praaical  duties, 
make,  it  is  to  be  feared,  but  a  flight  impreflion 
on  the  minds  of  men,  even  upon  thofe  who  are 
very  fond  of  hearing,  and  have  perhaps  much  to 
fay  concerning  the  myfteries  of  faith;  who, 
whilft  they  lay  much  ftrefs  upon  fpeculative  o- 
pipions,  have  pofsefsed  too  little  of  that  real 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian  love  and  zeal,  which  manifefts  itfelf  by 
a  conduit  confiftent  with  the  commandment^  of 
the  Author  of  the  Chriftian  dilpenfation.  We 
want  to  be  ftirred  up,  to  be  excited  to  do  that, 
which  vve  want  not  to  be  inftrufted  it  is  our  duty 
to  do.  But,  if  there  be  any,  in  this  auditory, 
whofe  underftandings  may  have  been  bewildered 
in  a  long  and  tedious  purfuit  of  fpeculative  no¬ 
tions  ;  or  who  have  attempted,  though  but  with 
little  fuccefs,  to  inveftigate  abftrufe  points,  and  to 
comprehend  myfteries  which  the  wifdom  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  may  fee  meet  to  conceal  from  the  fool- 
ilhnefs  of  men  (the  prying  curiofity  of  the  creature, 
who  is  more  apt  to  inquire  than  to  obey)  if  there 
be  any  fuch,  who  are  yet  unfatisfied  with  regard 
to  thofe  grand  &  eftential  points,  upon  which  their 
acceptance  with  the  common  Father  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race  depends  ;  if  there  be  any  who  are  under 
the  preflure  of  manifold  fins  and  tranfgreffions,  are 
in  doubt  with  refpedl  to  thofe  means  which  are 
necefiary  to  be  purfued,  in  order  that  their  tranf- 
grefiions  may  be  forgiven  of  God,  and  that  they 
may  be  accepted  of  him ;  if  there  be  any,  who, 
in  the  anguifh  of  their  fouls,  have  their  hands 
upon  their  loins,  with  What  Jhalll  do  to  be  saved? 

it 
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it  feems  to  me  to  be  my  duty  to  ftate  them  a 
cafe,  nearly  perhaps  as  we  have  it  reprefented  hi 
the  holy  Scriptures,  refpedling  one,  formerly, 
who  propoled  a  queftion  of  this  fort. 

How fh all  I  come  before  the  Lord  ?  or  wherewithal 
Jhall  1  bow  myself  before  the  mofl  high  God ?  Shall  I 
come  before  him  with  burnt  offerings  and  calves  of  a 
year  old ?  Jhall  1  present  him  with  ten  thousands  ofriv - 
ers  of  oil  ?  Jhall  1  give  him  my  fir fl-born  for  my  trans~ 
grejfiion,  the  jruit  of  my  body  for  the  fin  of  my  soul ? 
Now  it  feems  to  me,  beyond  all  controverly,  that 
by  coming  before  the  Lord ,  bowing  before  the  mofl 
high  God,  was  meant,  the  bowing  before  him,  or 
coming  before  him,  acceptably.  What  fhall 
1  do  to  recommend  myfelf  to  the  divine 
notice,  to  have  the  load  of  my  fins  taken 
ofr?  my  tranfgreffions  cancelled  from  the 
book  of  his  remembrance  ?  In  anfwer  to  this, 
he  was  mewn  that  that  which  God  required  of 
man,  as  eflential  to  his  acceptance  with  him,  was 
eafily  to  be  apprehended,  and  within  the  compafs 
of  his  power  to  perform  ;  that  is  to  fay,  of  man, 
favoured  with  the  manifeftation  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  ftrengthened  by  his  grace. 

He  hath  Jhewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good ;  and 

C  c  what 
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whqjt  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee ,  hut  to  do  jufily , 
are  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God? 
Here  our  efiennai  duties  are  hummed  up  under 
three  heads,  which  indeed  comprehend  much — 
The  firft  is  juft  ice.  A  man  mail  be  morally  juft 
before  he  can  he  religion  fly  good  ;  whereas  we 
oft-times  fe  the  divine  order  perverted,  and  that 
men  are  more  zealous  to  be  connected  with  par¬ 
ties.  nd  m  j re  zealous  for  the  intereft  of  a  left, 
t  a  to  maintain  even  the  character  of  common 


honefty. 

Do  jufily, — Now  the  obligation  of  juftice  is 
void  of  any  kind  of  perplexity.  We  no  fooner 
reflect  upon  the  relation  man  (lands  in  to  man, 
but  the  propriety  of  juftice  is  clear.  We  are 

without  excule,  if  we  neglect  to  do  j  uftice  >  and 

\ 

though  this  perhaps  may  come  under  the  appel¬ 


lation  of  what  is  called  a  moral  duty,  let  us  not 
think  meanly  of  moral  duties  ;  for,  notwith- 

♦ 

(landing  the  variety  of  ipeculative  doctrines  pub- 
litlud  here  and  there,  and  curious  diftinflions 
made  upon  points  of  religion,  what  is  the  ftate 
Q:  moral  juftice  among  us  ?  Let  us  look  abroad 
among  mankind  ;  (hall  we  not  have  caule  to  ap- 
p.  head,  of  many,  that  their  wits  are  employed, 


and 
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and  time  laid  out,  in  planning  fchemes  to 

take  advantage  of  their  neighbours  ?  in  laying 

-  / 

a  foundation  to  raife  themfelves  on  the  fpoils 
of  others  ?  to  make  them  elves  rich,  and  thereby 
fall  into  many  foolifn  and  hurtful  lufts,  which 
drown  men  in  tin  and  perdition  ?  It  feems  to  be 
the  .ftudy  of  a  greatpart  of  mankind,  to  outwit 
and  deceive  the  other ;  inftances  of  notorious 
breaches  of  juftice  ftrike  us  on  every  hand,  &  eve¬ 
ry  where,  and  which  people  are  the  more  prompt¬ 
ed  to  commit,  from  a  deft  re  of  a  luxurious  and 
pompous  mode  of  life,  which  is  too  generally 
prevalent  among  mankind.  The  difeafe  of  lux¬ 
ury  is  aimoft  epidemical through  all  clafies, 
there  feems  to  be  an  emulation  to  excel,  and 
many  burft  in  the  attempt. 

I  am  concerned  at  heart,  friends,  to  revive  in 
your  remembrance  the  obligation  of  juftice.  We 
muff  be  juft  and  righteous  before  we  Hi  all  be 
good  j  and  it  feems  that  our  Lord  laid  a  peculiar 
ft  refs  on  what  are  called  moral  doctrines,  that  of 
juftice,  and  that  of  mercy  j  infomuch  that  he  fays, 
If  )'e  forgive  not  men  their  trespasses ,  neither  will 
your  bather  forgive  your  trespasses ;  and  again  he 

lays  (which  is  worthy  of  note  it  is  called  the 

* 
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golden  rule;  it  is  a  law,  a  general  law,  of  ac¬ 
tion,  woithy  of  the  Mod  High  to  give,  and  of 
his  Son  to  promulgate  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth)  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  Jhould 
do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them.  Here  is  the  ef- 
fence  of  all  the  be  ft  human  laws  or  ftatutes  that 
ever  were  compofed  in  the  world.  All  human 
laws,  fo  far  as  they  are  confident  with  propriety, 
are  founded  in,  and  confident  with,  this  gen¬ 
eral  law,  which  comprehends  all  relations  and 
connexions  among  mankind  : — Whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  Jhould  do  to  you ,  do  ye  even  so  to 
them.  If  we  would  wifh  to  appear  with  honef- 
ty  to  our  neighbours,  let  us  aft  in  the  manner  we 
would  wifh  them  to  a£i  to  us.  If  we  would 
wifh  them  not  to  take  advantage  of  us,  let  us  not 
take  advantage  of  them.  As,  in  a  time  of  dif- 
Irefs,  we  would  wifh  to  have  the  fympathy  of  our 
neighbours,  and  the  hand  of  relief  extended  to 
us,  let  us  not  forget  the  needy  in  the  time  of  cur 
profperity,  but  do  to  them  as  we  would  they 
fhould  do  to  us.  If  we  wifh,  being  in  danger, 
to  be  apprifed  of  that  danger,  that  we  might  not 
'  fall  in  to  dedruXion,  let  us  warn  and  admouifh 
others.  There  is  a  mutual  dependence  runs 

through 
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through  fociety,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  advertife 
one  another  in  hours  of  peril ;  and  where  we  can 
do  no  pofitive  good,  we  fhould  endeavour  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  poffible  evil.  Thefe  are  duties  which 
we  want  not  lo  much  to  be  convinced  of,  as  to 

i  J. 

be  effectually  incited  to  perform.  But  fuch  is  the 
weaknefs  of  human  nature,  that  people  are  more 
fond  of  taking  up  with  fubfcriptions  to  articles 
of  faith,  and  of  attendance  to  ordinances,  and 
wifh  to  get  rid  of  their  fins  in  that  way,  and 
herein  fliew  a  great  zeal ;  but  that  falls  fliort  of 
the  rectitude  which  the  gofpel  enjoins,  and 
is  the  end  of  the  law,  and  the  end  of  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Chriffr,  and  of  offering  himfelf  a  facrifice 
for  fin  to  produce  order  and  righteoufnefs  among 
all  ranks  of  men.  This  was  one  of  the  ends  of 
his  coming;  and  however  fpecious  our  profefiions 
may  be,  however  deeply  we  may  enter  into  the 
myfferies  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  yet  if  we 
poffefs  not  the  fpirit  of  charity,  and  motives  to 
ufl  ice  and  benevolence,  what  is  it  ?  If  1  /peak, 
lays  the  apoftle,  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  an¬ 
gels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding 
brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal-,  and  though  I  have  the 
gift  of  prophecy,  and  underfiand  all  myfleries ,  and  all 

knowledge, 


(  2o6  ) 

knowledge,  and  though  1  have  all  faith,  so  that  I 
could  remove  mountains ;  and  have  not  charity ,  1  am 
nothing.  By  charity,  I  conceive,  is  not  meant  a 
guft  of  pafiion  that  would  prompt  a  man  occa- 
fionally  to  go  a  good  adf,  but  a  fettled  principle 
or  goodnefs  and  benevolence,  that  would  prompt 
a  man  to  general  juflice,  and  not  to  be  juft:  only, 
but  alfo  good.  It  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men 
and  0)  angels,  and  have  not  charity ,  it  will  profit  me 
nothing  ;  if  1  have  a!!  faith,  and  under  ft  and  all  mys¬ 
teries,  yet,  fays  he,  if  I  have  not  charity,  it  projiteth 
me  nothing ;  to  fhew,  that,  in  order  to  our  ac¬ 
tions  being  denominated  good,  they  mud  proceed 
from  a  good  motive  and  principle.  He  fhews 
that  the  femblance  of  charity  is  nothing;  If  1 
give  my  body  to  be  burned ,  and  my  goods  to  the  poor, 
and  have  not  charity,  it  profit eth  me  nothing.  1  here- 
fore,  let  us  endeavour  to  be  really  that  we  feem 
to  be.  Let  us  not  content  ourfelves  with  the 
femblance  of  holinefs  and  charity,  but  let  us  hold  . 
the  myftery  of  the  faith,  in  a  pure  confcience :  for 
it  is  poffible  people  may  conceive  right  notions  of 
things,  and  yet,  for  want  of  receiving  them  as  a 
principle  influencing  their  actions,  they  may  hold 
the  truth,  but  hold  it  in  unrighteoufnefs ;  but 

.  ■  ' 
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he,  who  holds  the  myftery  of  faith  as  he  ought 
to  hold  it,  holds  it  in  3,  pure  confcience. 

.  Our  Saviour,  in  his  miniftry,  was  gentle  in  h:s 
addrefs,  and  perluafive  in  his  language.  When 
he  addreffed  the  publicans  and  finners,  he  found 
more  opennefs  to  receive  the  gofpel  among  this 
rank  of  people,  than  thofe  who  had  the  form  of 
godiinefs,  but  denied  the  power  thereof ;  info- 
much,  that  it  became  a  proverb,  that  he  was  the 
friend  of  publicans  and  finners  j  for  which  con¬ 
duct  he  gave  this  elfential  reafon,  that  he  came 
not  to  call  the  righteous,  bur.  finners  to  repent¬ 
ance.  Where  the  carcase  is,  there  will  the  eagles  be 
gathered  together.  Among  thefe  people  there 
was  a  difpofition  to  receive  him  ;  and  among  o- 
ther  things  which  the  meffengers  of  John  were 
required  to  teftify  that  they  had  feen,  was,  that 
the  poor  had  the  gofpel  preached  to  them.  How 
did  this  friend  of  publicans  and  finners,  who 
fpoke  with  lo  much  gentlenefs,  behave  when  he 
came  to  addrefs  the  fuperior  characters,  in  all 
the  pomp  of  their  fanfiity,  who  made  broad  the 
phylaCteries,  who  were  zealous  for  the  written 
and  oral  traditions  of  their  fathers  ?  0  ye  gene¬ 

ration  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  escape  the  damnation  of 

«■  he’d ! 
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hell !  Ye  are  like  whited  sepulchres ,  which,  indeed , 
appear  beautijal  outward,  but  are  within  full  of  dead 
mens  bones.  And  he  takes  occafion  to  inftrudt 
his  followers :  Unless,  fays  he,  your  righteousness 
exceed  the  righteousness  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees, 
you  fljall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Now, 
what  was  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  ?  It  feems  they  appeared  more  than  a 
little  zealous  for  the  rituals  of  the  Mofaic  difpen- 
fation,  were  pun&ual  to  the  time  of  .prayer, 
fpecious  in  their  addrefs  to  the  Majefty  of  heaven, 
and  performed  all  the  fervice  of  the  Jewifh  taber¬ 
nacle;  but,  though  they  podeffed  the  righteouf- 
nels  of  the  law,  they  were  ft  rangers  to  moral 
righteoufnefs.  Ye  pay  tithe  of  mint,  and  annise , 
and  cummin ,  fays  he,  but  what  have  you  negleSled 
to  do  ?  Ye  have  omitted  the  weightier  matters  of 
the  law,  judgment,  mercy ,  and  truth :  these  ought  ye 
to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone  :  by 
which,  he  does  not  reprehend  them  for  their  per¬ 
formance  of  the  rituals  of  that  difpenfation, 

/ 

which  were  obligatory  until  the  facrifice  of 
Chrift,  yet  he  fhevvs  the  fuperiority  of  moral  and 
practical  truths,  mercy  and  judgment.  These 
ought  ye  to  have  done ;  and,  therefore,  in  point  of 

order. 
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order,  when  the  prophet  anfvvers  thi  queftion 
propofed  to  him,  the  firft  is,  do  justice-,  which  I 
conceive  not  only  comprehends  the  obligation 
we  owe  to  one  another,  but  the  obligation  we 
owe  to  the  Supreme  Being.  While  I  am  zealous 
to  plead  for  the  obligation  of  juftice  among  men, 
and  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  fogial  relations, 
I  would  by  no  means  forget  that  there  is  a  juftice 
due  to 'the  glorious  Father  of  all  we  poflefs.  He 
has  made  us,  not  we  ourfelves  ;  we  are  his  off¬ 
spring  j  he  has  communicated  to  us  a  variety  of 
temporal  and  fpiritual  bleflings,  and  we  ought, 
in  point  of  gratitude,  in  point  of  juftice,  to  make 
a  proper  application  of  thofe  bleftings,  to  render 
to  him  the  duty  that  arifes  from  the  relation  that 

A 

we  ftand  in  to  him  as  his  children,  the  offspring 
of  the  everlafting  Father ;  and,  therefore,  he  calls 
upon  us,  my  son,  give  me  thy  heart.  He  would 

I 

not  require  that  of  us  which  is  not  in  point  of 
juftice  our  duty  to  comply  with  :  give  me  thy 

f 

heart ;  give  me  the  beft  of  thy  affections  ;  rnani- 

feft  thy  love  to  me  by  keeping  my  command- 

» 

ments,  as  a  good  fteward  ;  for,  we  are  all,  ail- 
ranks  and  claffes  of  beings  are,-  ftewards  of  the' 
manifold  grace  of  God  ;  and  it  is  required  of 

D  d  '  ft  e  wdrcls 
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Rewards  that  they  be  found  faithful.  The  time 
is  approaching,  when  it  will,  be  faid,  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  thy  fiewardjkip ;  for>  thou  mayeji  be  no 
longer  fleward.  Let  us,  therefore,  afk  ourfelves 
this  quedion, — what  have  we  received?  what 
improved  ?  and  what  mifapplied  ?  and  then  afk, 
what  owed:  thou  to  my  Lord?  The  debt  is  im- 
menfe.  We  have  received  much  :  our  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  little;  but  wherewith  fhall  we 
come  before  the  Mod  High  ?  In  what  way  will 
the  Father  of  mercies  be  propitious  to  us?  Let 
us  firft  confefs  our  faults ;  let  us  not  cover  our 
fins,  or  feek  to  hide  them ;  for,  he  that  hides  his 
fins  fhall  not  profper  :  let  us  acknowledge  our 
fins;  let  us  encompass  his  altar  in  the  multitude 
of  his  mercies ;  let  us  po fiefs  the  penitential  af¬ 
fection  of  the  poor  publican,  while  the  Pharifee 
could  boad  of  his  fading  twice  in  a  week,  giv¬ 
ing  alms  of  all  he  pofTefTed,  and  not  being  as 
other  men,  even  as  the  poor  publican.  Not- 
withdanding  thefe  pompous  words,  he  was  not 
accepted.  The  poor  publican  had  nothing  to 
plead,  no  merit  to  recommend  him ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  under  the  contemplation  of  the  infinite  Ma- 
jedy  he  was  about  to  approach,  he  had  not 

courage 
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courage  to  lift  up  his  hands  towards  the  habitation 
of  his  holinefs  ;  but,  fighing,  raid.  Lord ,  be  mer¬ 
ciful  to  me,  a  /inner  !  If  we  poffefs  thefe  peniten¬ 
tial  affections,  we  fhall  become  the  objeCts  of 
that  mercy  which  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift  exemplified  in  his  miniftry,  in  his  charac¬ 
ter,  in  his  crucifixion,  in  his  refurreftion,  and 
afceiifion  into  glory.  It  is  a  faithful  faying,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  jefus  Chrift  came 
into  the  world  to  lave  finners ;  and  we  have  all 
finned,  and  fallen  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God :  we 
have  done  the  things  we  ought  not  to  have  done, 
and  left  undone  the  things  we  ought  to  have 

t 

done.  And,  fuch  is  the  marvellous  condefcen- 
fion  of  him  who  inhabits  eternity,  that  he  fent 
foith  ms  Son,  not  with  a  mellage  of  unrelenting 
vengeance,  not  to  affign  to  fallen  fpirits  a  habit¬ 
ation  in  thofe  realms  where  the  worm  fhall  never 
die,  and  the  fire  fhall  never  be  quenched,  but 
with  the  glorious  and  interefting  meffage,  that 
whofoever  forfakes  his  fins  fhall  be  forgiven  of 
his  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  and  whofoever 
frames  his  life  and  manners,  in  confequence  of 
it,  with  this  penetential  affection,  he  fhall  poffcfs 
that  inheritance  which  is  unfpeakably  glorious ; 

D  d  2  his 
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his  fins  final  1  be  cancelled  from  the  book  of  the 
divine  remembrance,  and  fli 3 1 1  not  Hand  againft 
him  in  the  judgment  of  the  laft  day.  If  vve  con- 
fefs  our  fins,  God  is  merciful  and  juft  to  forgive 
11s  our  (ins.  I  diftinguifh  between  the  forgive- 
neis  of  fins  and  the  conveifion  of  our  fouls. 
The  forgivenefs  of  (ins  is  purely  owing  to  the 
the  mediation  and  interceffion  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  but 
the  work  of  conveifion  requires  and  calls  upon 
the  objefi  to  be  a  co-worker  with  the  influence 
of  grace  to  purify  the  foul,  and  turn  its  feet  into 
the  juft  man’s  path,  which  is  as  the  fhining 
light,  that  fhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  per¬ 
fect  day.  Therefore,  faith  our  Lord,  my  Father 
worketh,  arid  1  work  :  work  ye  also. 

He  came  to  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him 
net ;  but,  to  as  many  as  received  him.  to  them 
gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  even 
to  as  many  as  believed  on  his  name.  Therefore, 
we  experience  the  re  mi  fu  on  of  fins  through  tile 
forbearance  of  God  ;  but  the  work  of  fan  ft  idea¬ 
tion  is  not  yet  completed  ;  the  office  of  the  Me¬ 
diator  is  not  only  to  procure  for  us  the  remiflion 
pt  fins  part,  but  it  is  to  correct  thofe  vices  in 
pqr  very  fouls  which  the  goipcl-axe  is  laid  to  the 
=  root 
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root  of,  the  corrupt  tree  in  us,  the  root  of  our 
corrupt  affections  ;  and,  till  this  has  effectually 
done  its  office,  we  (hail  not  be  cleanfed  from  all 
unrighteoufnefs.  God  Almighty  grant,  of  his 
infinite  mercy,  that  we  may  not  be  content  under 
any  fpecious  pretences  of  religion,  but  that  we 
may  fee k  to  attain  that  purity  of  heart  without 
which  we  cannot  enter  the  habitation  of  thofe 
glorious  regions,  where  nothing  that  defiles,  or 
that  worketh  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie,  can 
enter.  It  is  the  pure  in  heart  who  fhall  fee  God : 
it  is  thofe  that  have  been  reformed  from  the  er¬ 
rors  of  their  ways,  and  whofe  affections  are  rail¬ 
ed  from  earth  to  heaven,  from  natural  to  fpirit- 
ual  objects ;  thefe  are  of  the  number  of  the 
Lord's  redeemed,  who,  when  the  time  of  their 


conflict  fhall  be  ended  on  earth,  fhall  (land  upon 
Mount  Sion  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  the  great 
King  forever  and  ever  !  I  feel  my  heart  enlarged 
with  the  love  of  the  gofpel,  with  the  benevolent 
fpirit  which  ufhered  the  Saviour  into  the  world  : 
Glory  to  God  in  the  high  eft,  on  earth  peace,  and  good 
will  to  men. 

We  all  ftand  in  tlte  relation  of  brethren  to  one 


another. 

•  <  •  7 


We  all  Land  in  the  relation  of  children 
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to  the  univerfal  Parent.  We  are  his  by  creation. 
The  Lord  grant  we  may  be  his  by  adoption : 
that  we  may  be  fealed  by  him  to  the  day  of  com¬ 
plete  redemption :  that  we  may  be  cleanled  from 
all  filtninefs  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit :  that  we  may 
be  influenced  by  the  mod  pure  motives  to  con¬ 
duct  ourfelves  by  his  commandments  here,  and 
have  a  well-grounded  hope  of  living  with  him 
hereafter !  1  commend  us  to  the  protection  of 

our  Almighty  Father;  and,  finally,  wifii  us  to 
retain,  in  our  remembrance,  thefe  important 
articles,  that  they  may  be  written,  as  with  the 
point  of  a  diamond,  upon  the  tablet  of  our  hearts. 
He  hath  Jhewed  thee,  O  man ,  what  is  good  !  Con- 

fult  the  facred  oracles ;  thou  wilt  be  inftrmSted  in 

\ 

that  which  thou  art  to  know,  qualified  to  per¬ 
form  that  which  thou  art  to  do,  be  enlarged  in 
thy  beft  faculties  and  powers  to  enter  into  thole 
regions  where  the  inhabitants  fhall  not  fay  I  am 
lick ;  for,  the  people  who  dwell  therein  are  for¬ 
given  their  iniquity. 

I  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of 
his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  us  up  in  the 
moll  holy  faith,  and  to  give  us  an  inheritance 
among  all  them  who  are  fanCtified.  He  hath 

Jheun 


Jhewn  unto  thee,  0  man,  what  is  good,  and  what  the 
Lord  requires  of  thee ;  to  do  juftice ,  to  love  mercy , 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God.  Add,  to  your 
faith,  virtue ;  to  virtue,  knowledge ;  to  know¬ 
ledge,  temperance ;  to  temperance,  patience  ;  to 
patience,  godlinefs ;  togodlinefs,  brotherly  kind- 
nefs;  and,  to  brotherly- kindnefs,  charity:  and, 
if  thefe  things  be  in  you,  and  abound  among 
you,  they  fliall  make  you  that  you  (hall  be  nei¬ 
ther  barren,  nor  unfruitful,  in  the  faving  know¬ 
ledge  of  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift  ! 


DISCOURSE 


DISCOURSE  XI. 


JT  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die.  'This  is  one 
of  thofe  proportions  which  no  man  is  fo  weak 
as  to  deny.  But  the  facred  penman  proceeds 
farther, — and ,  after  death  comcth  the  judgment. 
This,  alio,  is  a  proportion  which  is  of  courfe 
admitted,  in  terms,  by  every  one  who  profeffes 
to  be  a  Chriftian,  or  a  difciple  of  Chriftj  and, 
indeed,  this  proportion  is  of  the  mod  awful  and 
affecting  nature.  We  mud  all  ftand  before  the 
iudament-feat  of  Chrift,  and  receive  a  recom- 

JO 

pence  of  reward  according  as  our  works  have 
been.  A  judge,  who  is  infallible,  who  will  not 
deceive,  nor  can  poffibly  be  deceived;  he  taketh 

cognizance  not  only  of  our  outward  a£iiors,  but 

our 
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lie  penetrates  the  very  thoughts  and  intents  of  all 
our  hearts ;  and  feeing  that  he  will  not  condemn 
the  innocent,  nor  acquit  the  guilty,— -on  this  re¬ 
flection,  methinks,  it  would  be  well  for  us,  as  it 
were,  to  lay  our  hands  upon  our  hearts,  and  afk 
ourlelves  this  queftion, — What  manner  of  crea¬ 
tures  ought  we  to  be  ?  The  Author  of  our  being 
is  a  God  of  infinite  purity  and  holinefs  -s  nothing 
can  be  united  unto  him,  no  being  admitted  to 
dwell  in  his  prefence  (in  which  there  is  fulnefs 
of  joy)  who  is  in  a  flate  of  impurity  :  there, 
nothing  that  works  th  an  abomination,  or  that 
loveth  and  maketh  a  lie,  can  have  an  entrance : 
for,  it  is  pofitively  afferted  by  the  higheft  author¬ 
ity,  that,  without  holinefs,  no  man  fhall  fee  the 
Lord.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  declared,  Blejjed 
are  the  pure  in  hearty  for  they  JJ.'dll  see  God :  that 
tney  fhall  have  that  union  and  communion  with 
him,  on  which  the  happinefs  of  all  ranks  and 
dalles  of  intelligent  beings  mod  certainly  de¬ 
pends.  But  there  is  another  propofition  that  it 
will  be  well  for  .us  alfo  ferioufly  to  confider,  If  any 
man  fay  that  he  hath  no  fin,  or  that  he  has  not  fin¬ 
ned,  (as  feme  have  rendered  this  paflage)  he  de¬ 
ceive  tb  himself  ,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him.  We 
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have  all ,  fays  the  prophet,  as  fheep  gone  afiray, _ 

ftrayed  from  the  paths  of  the  juft  into  the  wil- 
dernefs  of  this  world.  We  have  all  finned  ;  we 
have  all  fallen  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God.  In  this 
ftate,  therefore,  whatever  vain  expectations  any 
may  entertain,  they  are  not  fit  fubjedts  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  :  they  are  under  the  power 
and  government  of  the  prince  of  the  powec  of 
the  air,  which  ruleth  in  the  hearts  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  difobedience.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  are 
in  this  ftate,  have  no  ground  of  hope  of  being 
admitted  into  the  kingdom  of  the  juft ;  there  is 
no  communion  between  light  and  darknefs,  there 
is  no  fellowfhip  between  Chrift  and  Belial ;  and, 
indeed,  our  Lord  pofitively  aflerts,  If  ye  die  in 
your  fins,  where  1  go  ye  Jhall  not  come ;  therefore, 
tho  he  came  (the  mefienger  from  the  Father  was 
the  Son  of  God,  the  eternal  Word)  with  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  gofpel  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  yet  his  coming  became  efte&ual  only  to 
thofe  who  feceived  him.  I  came,  fays  he,  to  my 
own,  but  my  own  received  me  not ;  .but,  to  as  many 
as  received  me,  gave  1  power  to  become  the  Sons  of 
God ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  Be  ye  not  deceived,  and 
imagine,  that,  in  confequence  of  my  coming,  you 
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are  to  be  faved  in  your  fins,  or  to  have  a  licence 
from  heaven  to  indulge  your  appetites.  No  :  the 
purpofe  of  my  coming  is  not  to  fave  you  in,  but 
to  fave  you  from,  your  fins ;  and  it  is  a  faying 
that  is  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Jesus  Cbrifi 
came  into  the  world  to  save  Jinners.  The  fcriptures 
propofe  to  us,  and  in  a  very  explicit  and  com- 
prehenfive  manner,  what  we  muft  be  before  we 
can  be  accepted  of  his  Father,  who  is  in  heaven. 
Repent ,  fays  he,  and  be  converted ,  that  your  sins  may 
be  jorgiven  you  :  fo  that  it  feems  that  we  mull, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  repent  of  thofe  fins  which 
we  have  committed.  We  muft  really  feel  thofe 
penitential  affections  of  foul  that  would  prompt 
us,  if  pofiible,  to  undo  all  the  evil  aCtions  we 
have  done;  that  would  humble  us  moft  effectu¬ 
ally  under  a  fenfe  of  our  ingratitude  to  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  our  being,  and  that  would  prompt  us,  in 
the  depth  of  our  humiliation,  to  fay,  a  Saviour , 
or  1  die-,  a  Redeemer,  or  I per ifh !  We  muft  not 
only  repent  of  our  fins  paft,  but  we  muft  alfo  be 
converted ;  not  repent  of  thofe  that  are  paft,  and 
■ft ill  purfue  a  courfe  of  iniquity,  but  we  muft 
turn  from  unrighteoufnefs  to  righteoufnefs ;  our 
affections  muft  no  longer  befet  upon  things  that 
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are  upon  the  earth,  but  upon  things  that  are  a~ 
bove  ;  we  muft  be  no  longer  carnally,  but  fpir- 
itually,  minded  ;  for,  under  the  moft  fpecious 
profeffion,  to  be  carnally  minded,  is  death,  but 
to  be  (piritually  minded,  is  life  and  peace  ;  and, 
Inch  is  the  infinite  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God, 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  towards  us,  that  he  wills 
not  the  death  of  finners,  that  is,  to  fee  the  eter¬ 
nal  mifery  or  infelicity  of  a  finner,  but  rather 
that  all  fhould  return,  fiiould  repent,  and  live  a 
hie  of  righteoufnefs  here,  and,  of  courfe,  be  glo¬ 
rified  with  him  hereafter,  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
j  ft  j  and  the  terms  which  he  propofes,  are  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  Supreme  Being  to  give,  and  would 
become  us  to  accept,  with  all  penitence  of  foul, 
and  gratitude  of  heart.  If  fays  he,  ye  confess 
your  fins ,  God  is  merciful  j  he  is  juft  to  forgive  us 
our  sins ; — not  only  to  forgive  the  fins  that  are 
paid,  but,  by  the  operation  of  his  grace,  to  fanc- 
tify  us  throughout,  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and 
to  cleanfe  us  from  ali  unrighteoufnefs  j  and, 
of  courfe,  if  we  become  cleanfed  from  all  un- 
nghteoufnefs,  we  fhall  be  made  meet  for  a  habi¬ 
tation  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Let  us  there¬ 
fore  be  awakened  to  righteoufnefs ;  awakened 

to 
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to  righteoufnefs  from  the  nature  of  the  difpenfa- 
tion  we  are  under,  that  leads  into  every  kind  of 
purity  and  holinefs,  that  fo  we  may  repent,  and 
alfo  be  converted;  converted  at  heart,  and  expe¬ 
rience  redemption  through  his  blood,  which  was 
filed  for  the  fins  of  all  mankind. 

If  we  were  thus  to  contemplate  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  we,  indeed, 
fiiould  become  circumfpefl,  we  fhould  be  feri- 
ous,  we  (hould  be  inquifitive ;  and  this  prayer 
would  become,  as  it  were,  habitual :  Create 
tn  me  a  clean  heart ,  0  God,  and  renew  a  right 
spirit  within  me ;  for,  as  it  is  the  heart  that  is 
the  object  of  converfion,  by  the  power  of  an 
endlefs  life,  fo  it  is  the  feat  of  fin.  It  is  there 
the  prince  of  darknefs  has  ufurped  dominion  ; 
and  he,  being  call  out,  or  the  old  man  with  his 
deeds  put  off,  the  peaceable  kingdom  of  Imman¬ 
uel  is  fubftituted ;  that  kingdom  which  cannot 
be  removed.  If  this  became  the  ferious  engage¬ 
ment  of  our  hearts,  we  fhould  not  only  be  in¬ 
duced  to  profefs  the  Chriftian  faith,  but  alfo  to 
exemplify  the  love  of  its  Author,  of  our  Father 
who  is  in  heaven,  by  obferving  thofe  command¬ 
ments  which  are  of  univerfal  obligation,  and  o- 
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bedience  to  which  is  the  rock,  which  is  immutai 
ble,  againft  which  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  never 
prevail.  It  is  not  merely  holding  forth  the  truths 
of  the  gofpel  that  will  render  us  acceptable ; 
thefe  may  be  held  forth  in  theory,  and  yet  held 
in  unrighteoufnefs,  and  will  never  avail  us  in  the 
foiemn  feafon  of  the  great  day.  Let  us  there¬ 
fore  advert  to  the  clofe  of  that  moft  excellent 
fermon  preached  upon  the  mount.  After  many 
practical  doftrines  concerning  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  had  been  opened  to  the  hearers,  our 
Lord  took  occafion  to  diftinguilh  between  the 
mere  hearer  of  the  word,  the  formal  profeffor, 
and  one  that  was  a  true  difciple.  If  any  man 
hear  my  words ,  and  do  them  not ,  7  will  liken  him  un¬ 
to  a  f colip  man ,  who  built  his  house  upon  the  sand ; 
and  the  rains  descended ,  and  the  floods  came ,  and  the 
winds  blew  ;  and  the  house  fell ,  and  great  was  the 
jail  thereof.  So  will  it  be  with  the  hope  of  the 
hypocrite,  for  it  fiiall  perilh.  The  hope  of  the 
hypocrite  may  buoy  him  up  in  the  feafon  of  pros¬ 
perity }  but  in  the  feafon  of  adverfity,  it  will  fail 
him.  When  the  rains  fliall  defeend,  and  the 
winds  of  adverfity  blow,  he  will  not  be  able  to 
ftand  the  fitock.  When  he  palfeth  through  the 

valley 


'  * 


<1 

0 

(  223  ) 

valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  this  hope  will  be 
like  the  lamps  of  the  foolifh  virgins.  If  any  man 

hear  these  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth  them , _ 

(from  which  I  infer  they  are  practicable,  and 
might  be  done,  the  contrary  pofition  implying 
the  moft  daring  reflection  on  the  attributes  of 
the  divine  being Does  he  command  us  to  make 
brick  without  ftraw  ?  command  us  to  do  that 
which  we  have  no  power  to  perform  ?  Far  be  it 
fiom  the  Father  of  mankind  :)  If  any  man  hear 
these  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth  them,  1  will  liken 
him  unto  a  wise  man  who  built  his  bouse  upon  a 
rock-,  and,  when  the  rains  descended,  and  the  floods 
came,  and  the  winds  blew,  it  fell  not,  because  (not 
of  any  intrinfic  merit  of  his  own,  but  becaufe) 
st  was  founded  upon  a  rock,  the  revelation  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  foundation  of  the  apoftles  and  pro¬ 
phets,  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  being  the  chief  corner 
ftone,  difallowed  indeed  of  men,  who  would 
wifti  to  build  a  fpecious  edifice  on  an  unftable 
foundation,  who  follow  lying  vanities  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  every  thing  fuited  to  an  immortal  fpirit. 

Let  us,  my  friends,  on  this  occafion  (a  folemn 
occafion  it  is  to  me ;  we  have  before  us  the  re¬ 
mains  of  a  friend,  taken  off  in  the  nyidft  of  her 
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days,  taken  from  the  fociety  of  the  living;  but 
nothing  has  happened  to  her  that  is  uncom¬ 
mon  :  in  the  midfi:  of  life  we  are  all  in  death, 
we  have  no  dependence  on  to-morrow) — let  us, 
I  fay,  improve  the  prefent  opportunity.  Some, 
indeed,  fall  off  as  fruit  which  drops  when  it  is 
come  to  full  age ;  but  others  are,  as  it  were,  cut 
off  with  a  noxious  blaft  by  the  hand  of  him  whofe 
ways  are  all  in  wifdom.  It  is  ours,  therefore,  to 
fubmit ;  and,  feeing  death  is  not  affigned  to  any 
particular  age,  as  the  arrows  thereof  enter  into  the 
habitations  of  the  rich,  as  well  as  the  cottages  of 
the  poor ;  it  feparates  the  father  from  his  chil¬ 
dren,  the  huiband  from  his  wife,  the  neareft  and 
deareft  connexions  in  life  ;  let  us,  feeing  we 
have  no  continuing  city  here,  feek  one  above, 
whofe  foundations  are  laid  in  Zion,  and  are  im¬ 
mutable  as  the  throne  of  God. 

I  feel  my  heart  enlarged,  I  truft,  in  the  go/pel 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  whofe  love  conftra»ns 
me  to  addrefs  you,  my  fellow- pilgrims,  in  this 
way.  Let  not  the  ftrong  man  glory  in  his 
ffrength,  the  rich  man  in  his  riches,  nor  ths 
wife  man  in  his  wifdom  ;  but  if  any  man  glories, 

let  him  glory  in  this,  that  his  Redeemer  ftands 
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in  the  relation  to  him  of  one  that  is  full  of  mer¬ 
cy  and  truth.  Let  him  glory  in  me ,  that  1  am  the 
Lord,  who  exercise  loving  kindness ,  judgment  and 
righteousness  in  the  earth  :  let  us  be  felicitous  that 
we  may  be  accepted  of  the  Father  of  the  human 
race,  when  we  fhall  have  done  with  thefe  tranfi- 
tory  things.  Every  thing  around  us  will  ferve 
to  inflauft  an  attentive  mind.  It  is  an  awful 
truth,  A 'lan  that  is  born  of  a  woman,  is  of  few  days , 
and  full  of  trouble  :  he  cometh  up  like  a  flower,  and 
is  cut  down  :  like  a  ft:  a  do  w  he feeth,  and  continueth 
not.  With  refpeft  to  many  within  the  audience 
of  my  voice,  the  houfes  you  poffefs  were  not  long 
fince  pofTefled  by  your  anceftors }  they  are  gone ; 

your  children  will  foon  have  the  fame  to  fay  of 
you. 

'  ”  ~  *  •*  •  /  \ 

Let  us  therefore  improve  the  prefent  opportu¬ 
nity,  according  to  that  meafure  of  grace,  which 
we  have  received,  that  we  may  be  fanflified  in 
body,  foul  and  fpiritj  that  we  may  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  that  ftroke  which  we  cannot  poffibly 
Ihun  ;  then,  to  us,  to  live  will  be  Chrift,  and  to 
die  will  be  gain.  Let  us  fo  conduit  ourfelves  in 
this  world,  that  when  the  end  of  the  world  (hall 
come  upon  us,  (for  with  refpeft  to  individuals, 
their  diflolution  is  the  end  of  the  world  with 
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them)  we  may  not  be  furprifed.  Let  us,  before 
we  go  hence  to  be  feen  no  more  of  men,  endea¬ 
vour  to  lay  up  a  good  foundation  againft  the 
time  to  come ;  and  then,  when  it  fhall  pleafe  the 
great  Difpofer  of  all  things  to  fend  the  mefiage, 
whether  in  the  early  part  of  life,  or  in  more  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  there  will  be  hope  in  the  death  of 
the  righteous.  Their  hope  is  full  of  immortal¬ 
ity. 

I  commend  thefe  obfervations  to  you,  and  I 
commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  give 
you  an  inheritance  among  all  them  who  are 
fanttified  by  faith  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
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T^/TOST  gracious  God,  imprefs  all  our  hearts 
at  this  feafon,  we  humbly  befeech  thee, 
with  a  fuitable  foletnnity  to  approach  thy  awful  1 
prefence  j  that,  infpired  by  the  fpirit  of  grace, 
we  may  make  an  offering  that  fhall  be  accepta¬ 
ble  with  thee.  We  have,  indeed,  abundant  caufe 
to  acknowledge  that  we  have  not  the  leaff  degree 
of  merit  to  plead.  Whatever  any  of  us  poffefs, 
that  is  good,  is  of  thee,  from  thee,  and  through 
the  operation  of  thy  grace.  Be  pleafed  yet 
more  and  more  to  imprefs  us  in  a  manner  fimi- 
lar  to  the  poor  publican  ;  that,  under  a  fenfe  of 
our  own  unworthinefs,  we  may  call  upon  thy 
great  and  excellent  name,  with  Lord,  be  merciful 
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to  me>  d  sinner  !  That,  through  effectual  humilia¬ 
tion,  and  penitence  of  foul,  thou  mayeft  he 
pleafed  to  cancel  our  tranfgrefiions  from  the 
book  of  thy  remembrance,  be  merciful  to  our 
unnghteoufnefs,  and  our  iniquities  remember  no 
more  :  that,  by  the  fanftifying  influences  of  thy 
Spirit,  our  hearts  may  be  alfo  converted  unto 
thee,  that  we  may  be  cleanled  from  all  unrighte- 
oufnefs,  and  enabled  by  thy  grace  to  fleer  our 
courfe  in  future,  in  the  juft  man’s  path,  which, 
as  the  bright  and  fhining  light,  fhineth  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfeflday :  that  we  may  pafs  the 
time  of  pur  fojourning  here  in  fear,  and  may 
Conclude  our  fhort  pilgrimage  in  thy  favour, 
having  a  well  grounded  hope  that  we  (hall  be 
accepted  .of  thee,  and  admitted  into  the  general 
aflembly  of  the  juft,  the  Church  of  the  firft  born, 

-  *  -  'V  -  1 

who  are  already  triumphant  in  glory.  O  let  us 
more  and  more  feel  the  prevalence  of  the  love  of 
thy  Son,  and  that  it  may  be  fhed  abroad  more 
and  more  in  our  hearts,  and  circulate  more  and 
more  among  one  another:  that  we  may  put  a- 
way  all  malice  and  wrath,  and  love  one  another 

y-i*  .  ■»  i  **  -*  t  —  •  * 

■with  a  love  unfeigned  in  Chrift :  and  O  merci- 
ful  Father,  endue  us  more  and  more  with  that 
fpirit  of  charity  that  thinketh  no  evil,  that  is  not 

,  *  X  '  f  -  J-  •  .  I  *  '  *■ 
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eafily  provoked,  that  extends  not  to  our  friends 
only,  but  alfo  to  our  enemies,  that  we  may  lead 
one  another  to  the  beautiful  mountain,  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  thy  holinefs,  where  the  lion  and  the  lamb 
fhall  lie  down  together,  and  a  little  child  Hi  all 
lead  them  :  that  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may 
become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord,  and  of  thy 
Son :  that  thy  name  may  be  great  among  all  the 

tribes  of  the  Gentiles,  from  the  riling  of  the  lun, 

*  ' 

'to  the  fetting  of  the  fame  :  that,  O  everlafting 
Father,  thy  creatures  may  be  faved  of  thee  with 
an  everlafting  falvation,  bring  thy  fons  and 
daughters  from  afar,  to  fit  down  in  thy  kingdom 
with  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  and  praife  and 
laud  thy  excellent  name,  who  art  worthy  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  kingdom,  power  and  glory,  both  now 
and  forevermore.  Amen. 
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|-F  d  /r«^  1  perceive  that  God  is  no  respefler  of 
persons,  but  he  that  feareth  him ,  and  worketb 
righteousness,  is  accepted  of  him.  I  prefume  that 
rnoft  of  you  aie  .acquainted  with  the  particular 
caufe  of  this  declaration, — that  an  eminent  apos¬ 
tle  of  our  Lord  and  5aviour  Jefus  Chrift  Teemed 
to  have  been  of  the  opinion,  that  the  gofpel  mef- 
fage  was  not  to  extend  unto  the  Gentiles.  This 
was,  perhaps,  founded  upon  Jewifh  prejudice ; 
and  we  are  inftru&ed,  in  this  inftance,  of  the 
power  of  prejudice  to  flop  the  ears,  and  blind 
the  eyes,  of  a  wiiVman.  The  rnoft  worthy  and 
rnoft  exalted  characters  have,  more  or  lefs,  man- 

ifefted  in  their  conduQ  the  power  of  prejudice _ . 

the  prejudice  of  education;  and,  indeed,  the 
wrong  impreflions,  which  mankind  receive  in 
their  minority,  generally  are  lafting,  or  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  erafed.  They  feem  to  be  like  characters 

which 
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which  are  cut  out  upon  a  tree,  which  grow  wider, 
and  frequently  deeper,  in  proportion  to  the 
growth  of  the  tree.  Thus  many  prejudices, 
which  mankind  have  received  at  an  early  time  of 

life,  are  fuch,  that  they  have  not  been  capable  of 

* 

clearly  diftinguifhing  one  objeft  from  another. 
They,  as  it  were,  grow  with  their  growth,  and 
are  ftrengthened  with  their  ftrength.  I  conceive 
thefe  are  thofe  fecret  faults  which  the  Pfalmift  in¬ 
tended  when  he  faid,  Who  can  underfiand  his  er¬ 
rors  ?  Cleanse  thou  me  from  secret  faults.  It  feems 
that  an  extraordinary  difpenfation  of  divine  pro¬ 
vidence  effectually  removed  this  prejudice  from 
the  mind  of  the  holy  apoftle.  He  was  favoured 
with  a  vifion,  in  which  he  faw,  as  it  were,  a 
Iheet  let  down  from  heaven,  containing  various 
fpecies  of  animals ;  and  he  was  commanded  to 
arife,  to  flay,  and  to  eat  j  but  he  endeavoured  to 
exCufe  himfelf  by  faying,  that  he  had  not  eaten 
anything  that  is  common  or  unclean  j  upon 
which  he  was  taught  not  to  call  that  common  or 
unclean  which  God  had  cleanfed.  The  man  to 
whom  he  was  fent  was  a  man  of  a  fincere  heart  j 
his  heart  was  right  towards  God ;  to  him  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  were  publifhed,  though 
he  was  a  heathen.  The  mercy  of  God,  through 

Jefus 
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Jefus  Chrift,  makes  not  that  diftinflion,  perfona! 
diftinftion,  between  the  human  fpecies  which 
the  law  of  Mofes  made  among  the  inferior  ani¬ 
mals,  fome  of  which  were  forbidden  as  unclean. 
The  apoftle  faw  the  defign  of  this  vifion,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  felt  his  heart  enlarged 
in  a  manner  which,  till  then,  he  had  been  a 
ftranger  to.  He  now  faw  that  the  light  of  the 
gofpel  was  freely  to  be  preached  to  all  nations, 
kindreds,  tongues,  and  people.  He  faw  that  Im¬ 
manuel  was  a  light  to  enlighten  the  Gentiles  as 
well  as  to  be  the  glory  of  the  people  of  Ifrael.  1 
have  set  him  to  be  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  to  be  jor 
salvation  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth  j  not  within  the 
narrow  circle  of  any  party  of  human  beings,  not 
within  the  limits  of  any  fpot  upon  the  face  of 
the  globe,  but  to  be  for  lalvation  to  the  very  ends 
of  the  earth.  He,  in  the  enlargement  of  his 
heart,  breaks  forth  in  this  manner,  Of  a  truth , 
fays  he,  1  perceive.  From  which  I  infer  that  he 
had  feen,  as  it  were,  darkly  through  a  glafs ;  for, 
though,  perhaps,  friendly  admonitions  may  not 
effectually  remove  our  prejudices,  yet,  fometimes 
at  leaft,  they  are  conducive  to  this  end.  We  be¬ 
gin  to  fulpeft  we  err,  and  a  man  who  begins  to 
fufpeCt  he  errs  is  in  the  way  to  underftand  his 
-  errors j 
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errors ;  whereas  the  obftinate  may  be  compared 
to  a  man  who  (hate  his  eyes,  and,  ofcoqrfe,  will 
not  be  enabled  to  difcriminate  obje&s  even  at 
noon-day ;  but  the  man,  who  begins  to  fufpeft 
that  he  errs,  or  that  he  may  err,  begins  to  open 
the  door  of  his  heart  to  conviction,  and  the  apof- 
tle  feemed  to  ha\fc  had  fome  glimmering  of  this 
glorious  truth ;  but  now  the  fcales  of  prejudice 
fell  from  his  eyes:  his  mental  fight  was  clear. 
Oj  a  truth ,  (ays  he,  1  perceive  that  God  is  no  re * 
spefler  of  persons ,  but  he  that  feareth  God ,  and  work - 
eth  righteousness ,  is  accepted  of  him  ;  and,  I  mult 
confds,  though  it  very  unexpectedly  appears  to 
be  my  duty  to  confefs  it  now,  that,  of  all  thole 
doctrines  which  I  conceive  to  be  errors,  of  all 
thole  things  which  I  conceive  are  not  agreeable 
either  to  reafbn,  to  the  nature  of  things,  or  to 
the  Scriptures  of  truth,  there  is  not  one  which 
to  me  is  fo  palpable  as  the  doCtrine  of  partial 
election  and  reprobation  }  that  is  to  fay,  that 
God,  by  virtue  of  his  fovereignty,  did,  of  his  own 
good  will  and  pleafure,  create  a  certain  number 
of  intelligent  beings,  not  only  forefeeing  that 
they  would  fin,  and  be  laftingly  miferable,  but 
for  that  very  purpofe ;  that  their  mifery  is  in 
confequenceof  his  eternal  decree  ;  that  the  other 
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part,  whether  few  or  more,  are  ordained  to  ever- 
lafting  life ;  not  in  confideration  of  any  merit 
which  they  poflefs  (for,  it  is  acknowledged  that 
the  elect  poflefs  no  more  merit  than  the  repro¬ 
bate  ;  that  the  righteoufnefs  with  which  they  are 
clothed  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifi  ;  that  they 
are  faved  by  virtue  of  the  propitiatory  facrifice 
of  the  Son  of  God ;  that,  by  nature,  they  are 
black,  they  are  vile,  as  the  reprobate,  but  that 
they  are  comely  with  grace,  as  they  (land  related 
to  Chrifi:  jefus,  who  is  the  head  of  his  Church  ;) 
not  in  confideration  therefore  of  any  thing  they 
can  merit,  but  of  God’s  fovereign  pleafure.  But 
I  would  wifh  every  one  prefent  ferioufiy  to  con- 
fider  whether  a  greater  refle&ion  could  be  caft 
upon  the  divine  attributes,  unlefs  it  were  to  fay 
that  he  created  all  mankind  to  be  eternally  mif- 
erable.  That  God,  the  Father  of  the  fpirits  of  all 
flelh,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  our  exiftence* 
and  who  of  his  pleafure  did  create  us,  fliould  do 
it  with  a  view  of  making  us,  or  any  part  of  his 
creatures,  everlafiingly  miferable,  is  fuch  an  idea 
that  I  confefs  fhocks  me.  I  fay  it  fhocks  me. 
Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  He 
is  not  only  a  God  of  juftice,  but  he  is  a  God  of 
eoodnefs  v  but  how  can  this  be  reconciled  with 

Eh  , 
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goodnefs,  that  a  being  fhould  purpofely  bring 
others  into  being  in  order  to  make  them  mifera- 
ble  ?  It  is  repugnant  to  every  idea  that  I  can 
form  of  the  Deity.  It  is  a  difpofition,  indeed, 
that  appears  to  me  to  befpeak  the  nature  of  a  ty¬ 
rant,  the  nature  of  that  being  who  is  faid  to  go 
about  like  a  roaring  lion,  feeking  whom  he  may 
devour  j  but  this,  as  well  as  other  erroneous  doc- 
trines,  is  laid  to  be  founded  upon  the  Scriptures. 
Thus  the  Scriptures  are  made  to  contradict  thern- 
felves,  the  literal  fenfe  is  adopted  where  that  fenfe 
coincides  with  the  preconceived  opinion;  but, 
where  the  literal  fenfe  accords  not  with  that  o- 
pinion,  it  is  tortured  a  thoufand  ways  to  exprefs 
what  the  Holy  Ghoft  never  intended, — whatever 
the  parties  wifh  it  to  fpeak.  Thus  paftages,  ob- 
vioully  figurative,  have  been  confidered  as  literal ; 
and  others,  appearing  plain,  even  to  common 
fenfe,  to  experience,  to  our  common  feelings,  and 
to  the  nature  of  things,  fuch  have  been  rendered 
myfterious  by  various  comments,  in  which  truth 
has  been  obfeured  by  the  multitude  of  words 

I  conceive,  if  we  con- 
fuler  the  holy  Scriptures,  from  the  firft  chapter 
of  Genefis  to  the  laft  in  Revelations ;  if  we  are 
capable  of  laying  afide  our  prejudices ;  we  fliali 
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Tee  that  they  do  affert  the  unity  of  God,  his  felf- 
fufficiency,  his  omnipotence,  his  omnifcience. 
The  univerfality  of  his  love  to  his  creatures  is  the 
Tope  and  tendency  of  the  facred  pages,  and  that 
the  motive  of  all  the  difpenfations  of  his  provi¬ 
dence  to  mankind.  His  views  (if  I  may  ufethat 
cxpreffion  of  the  Ancient  of  days)  terminated 
not  upon  himfelf,  who  is  incapable  of  an  accef- 
fion  of  happinefs,  neither  upon  the  mifery  of  his 
creatures,  to  which  he  could  have  no  motive,  but 
they  terminated  in  the  ereature  who  is  capable 
of  immortality  and  eternal  life.  The  Supreme 
Being  I  conceive  to  be  the  only  perfectly  difin- 
terefted  being  in  the  univerfe;  perhaps  a  parent 
for  inftance  (if  the  comparifon  may  at  all  be  al¬ 
lowed)  a  wife,  an  affectionate  parent,  may  bear 
fome  humble  refemblance  of  the  univerfal  Fa¬ 
ther.  He  is  often  let  forth  to  us  under 
the  endearing  charailer  of  our  Father: 
as  a  Father  pitieth  his  children ,  so  the  Lord 
pitieth  them  that  fear  him.  He  knows  our  frame, 
he  remembers  that  we  are  but  duff  ;  but  the  pa¬ 
rent  who  poffeflcs  the  mod  ddica  e  parental  feel¬ 
ings,  difcovers  the  utmoft  folicitude  for  the 
happinefs  of  his  offspr  ng,  and  will  find  his  hap> 
pinefs  intimately  conne&ed  therewith.  Such 
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is  the  nature  of  that  affe&ion,  ftrengthened  by 
moral  ties,  that  a  parent  and  his  offspring  may 
be  faid  to  be  connected  by  fo  many  fibres  of  the 
heart :  his  happinefs  is  bound  up  in  his  off- 
fpring:  he  muff  rejoice  when  they  rejoice,  and 
fuffer  when  they  are  afflicted.  In  alleviating 
their  afflictions,  he  alleviates  his  own  :  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  happinefs  of  his  children,  he  pro¬ 
motes  his  own  felicity ;  but,  refpefling  the  di¬ 
vine  Being,  the  analogy  will  not  ftritlly  hold. 

righteousness ,  as  the  text  faith,  may  profit  the 
son  oj  man ,  and  thy  wickedness  may  hurt  a  man  as 
thou  art,  7  he  obfervance  of  the  laws  of  virtue, 
of  righteoufnefs  and  truth,  would  promote  the 
effential  interefts  of  fociety.  It  would  produce 
that  harmony  throughout  all  the  claffes  of  focial 
life,  in  which  the  greateft  degree  of  happinefs  is 
to  be  experienced.  Vice,  on  the  contrary,  is  not 
only  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  the  individual, 
but  its  evil  influence  extends,  far  and  wide,  with¬ 
in  the  circumference  of  fociety.  Therefore,  our 
righteoufnefs  may  profit  men  as  we  are,  our 
wickednefs  may  hurt  the  children  of  men,  but 
our  righteoufnefs  cannot  profit  him  who  is 
perfect,  abfolutely  perfect,  abfolutely  good, 
felf-fufficient,  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day, 

and 
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and  forever,  with  whom  there  is  no  varia- 
blenefs,  neither  fliadow  of  turning.  It  is 
not  the  united  Applications  of  all  the  fouls 
within  the  limits  of  his  vaftly  extended  empire 
that  can  add  to  his  eftejitial  glory,  that  can 
add  to  his  felicity ;  neither  is  it  the  negleCt  of 
the  worfhip  of  all  ranks  and  orders  of  intelligent 
creatures  that  can  diaiinifli  his  glory,  that  can 
decreafe  his  felicity;  therefore,  his  motive,  in 
creating  and  communicating  good  to  his  crea¬ 
tures,  mu  ft  be  a  motive  perfectly  difinterefted  : 
it  is  love  without  the  leaft  fpecies  of  alloy, 
God’s  love  was  the  adorable  motive  of  his  mak- 
rag  beings  capable  of  contemplating  his  attri¬ 
butes,  and  of  that  felicity  which  is  derived  from 
him  :  this  was  the  glorious  motive  (if  I  may  be 
indulged  to  fpeak  of  the  divine  Being  by  attri¬ 
buting  to  him  motives!  that  induced  him  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  various  orders  and  claffes  of  intelligent 
beings,  in  this  and  every  other  fphere,  from  the 
feraph  above,  that  attends  upon  the  facred  throne, 
to  the  lowed:  link  in  the  fcale  of  rational,  intelli¬ 


gent  creatures.  And,  in  thus  contemplating  the 
Deity,  I  find  the  beft  affections  of  my  heart  ex¬ 
cited  towards  him,  my  parent,  in  a  fenfe  infinite¬ 
ly  fuperior  to  that  natural  relation  which  fubfifts 
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among  the  human  fpecies  and  creatures  :  and, 
under  this  character,  are  we  inftru&ed  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  Supreme  Being,  Our  Father ,  which 
art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name ;  in  which 
there  is  fomething  that  ftrikes  me  with  peculiar 
force,  that  individuals,  when  they  approach  the 
facred  altar  of  the  Lord  Almighty,  and  prefer 
their  petitions  to  him  who  fees  in  fecret,  are  not 
to  confider  themfelves  as  detached  from  focietyj 
they  are  not  to  implore  the  bldling  for  them¬ 
felves  alone.  It  is  not  my  Father,  but  our  Father, 
which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name ;  by 
which  wc  are  inftrudled,  that  God  is  no  refpedler 
of  perfons,  that  we  all  {land  in  the  fame  relation 
to  him,  who  is  the  God  and  Father  of  the  fpirits 
of  all  flefli.  Remember  that  the  Scripture  de¬ 
clares,  that  he  is  good  to  all.  Can  he  be  good 
to  them,  whom,  by  an  eternal,  irrevocable  decree, 
he  has  configned  toeverlafting  mifery  ?  But  God 
is  good  to  all  j  therefore  he  has  not  predeftinat- 
ed  to  everlafting  mifery  the  creature  he  has  form¬ 
ed,  which  would  be,  in  the  moft  obvious  fenfe 
of  the  words,  to  be  a  refpefter  of  perfons,  and 
mud  arife  from  a  motive  of  partiality.  We  are 
inftru&ed  to  refped  no  man’s  perfon  but  this 

doflrine 
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do €t rine  fuppofes  that  the  divine  Being  refpeCh 
perfons  himfelf. 

Various  are  thofe  paflages  of  Scripture  which 
might  be  educed,  that  bear  a  plain  and  obvious 
meaning,  in  oppofition  to  this  doftrine.  And, 
though  there  may  be  fome  figurative  paflages  of 
a  doubtful  tendency,  in  which  the  apoftle  aflumes 
a  borrowed  ftyle  in  his  way  of  arguing  with  the 
Jews,  yet  I  can  never  agree  to  explain  plain  paf- 
fages  by  bold  figures.  We  are  abundantly  in- 
ftrufled  that  he  willeth  not  the  death  of  a  finner* 
but  rather  that  he  Ihould  be  turned,  and  live  : 
that  he  fbould  repent,  and  be  faved  with  an  ever- 
lafting  falvation.  We  are  alfo  inftrufled,  that, 
to  them  who  leek  for  glory,  honour,  and  immor¬ 
tality,  God  will  render  eternal  life ;  but,  unto 
them  w  ho  obey  not  the  truth,  but  obey  unrigh- 
teoufnefs,  tribulation  and  anguijh ,  indignation  and 
wrath,  upon  every  soul  of  man  that  doetb  evil ,  of  the 
jew  fir  ft,  and  also  of  the  Gentile ;  for,  there  is  no 
refpect  tf  perlons  with  God. 

Let  us,  therefore,  imprelLd  with  what  I 
conceive  are  wot  thy  notions  of  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing,  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  wc 
have  been  called.  The  power  of  the  gofpel  of 
Jefus  is  gone  forth  from  fea  to  fea,  from  the 
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rivers  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  call  of  in¬ 
finite  mercy  and  goodnefs  is  extended  to  people 
of  all  names  and  all  nations,  to  bring  them  into 
a  (late  of  moral  rectitude,  to  qualify  them  for  the 
fociety  of  the  wife  and  worthy  upon  earth,  and 
for  the  everlaftiog  communion  of  the  fpirits  of 
the  juft  made  perfect  in  heaven  :  for  this  end  is 
the  gofpel  preached  to  every  creature  under  heav¬ 
en.  I  wifh  that  it  may  be  remembered  with  the 
folemnity  with  which  it  ought  to  be  remember¬ 
ed,  that  it  is  not  any  fyftem  of  faith,  it  is  not 
any  profeffion  of  the  purity  of  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord,  it  is  not  the  acknowledgement 
of  his  million,  it  is  not  a  fpeaking  mo  ft  honour¬ 
ably  of  his  adorable  chara&er,  of  his  miniftry, 
of  his  crucifixion,  of  his  refurreftion,  and  afeen- 
fion  into  glory,  nor  of  the  propitiatory  facrifice 
which  he  made  for  the  whole  world,  that  can 
render  us  acceptable  to  the  Father  of  fpirits :  the 
ground  ©f  our  acceptance  with  God  is  upon  the 
fame  univerfal  principle  of  righteoufnefs  delivered 
by  God  in  his  remonftrance  with  Cain  :  Why  art 
thou  wroth ,  and  why  is  thy  countenance  fallen  ?  If 
thou  doe (l  well,  Jhalt  thou  not  be  accepted  ?  and ,  if 
thou  daeft  not  well ,  fin  lieth  at  the  door.  He  was 
overcome  by  the  power  of,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
'  '  H  Jh  bafeft 
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bafefl  paffions  the  humam  heart  is  capable  of. 
He  was  excited  to  deftroy  his  brother,  becaufe 
he  found  that  his  offering  was  accepted,  that  he 
had  tokens  of  the  divine  approbation.  He  was 
excited  to  flay  him.  .  The  panion  of  envy  excit¬ 
ed  him  to  fhed  human  blood  on  the  earth. 
With  this  Cain,  this  murderer,  the  Author  of 
the  univerfe  deigns  to  expoftulate  in  a  very  fa- 
miliar  manner :  Why  is  thy  countenance  fallen  ?  If 
thou  doe  ft  well,  jhalt  not  thou  he  accepted  ?  hut,  if 
thou  doejl  not  well ,  Jin  lieth  at  the  door  :  fo  that, 
though,  with  refpeft  to  external  profeffion,  and 
the  external  mode  of  offering  their  facrifices, 
they  might  be  alike,  yet,  as  the  (fate  of  the  heart 
of  one  was  wicked,  and  produ&ive  of  wicked  ac¬ 
tions,  he  was  not  accepted  with  his  gift  at  the 
facred  altar  j  whereas,  righteous  Abel,  who  not 
only  lifted  up  his  hands  to  the  habitation  of 
God’s  holinefs,  and  conformed  to  the  outward 
facrifice,  but  was  juftly  impreffed  with  a  lenfe  of 
his  duty,  became  the  object  of  the  divine  compla¬ 
cency  :  becaufe  thou  haft  loved  righteousness,  and 
bated  iniquity,  therefore  God,  even  thy  God,  hath 
anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thy  fel¬ 
lows.  Though  this,  perhaps,  may  have  a  peculiar 

ielation,  as  fome  have  confidered  it,  to  the  Mef- 
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fiah,  yet  it  feems  alfo  to  have  a  relation  to  a  dif- 
crimination  among  creatures, — became  thou  haft 
loved  righteousness ;  therefore, — it  is  not  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  fpecious  profeflion,  not  becaufe  of 
an  irrevocable  decree, — but,  because  thou  haft  loved 
righteousness ,  and  hated  iniquity,  therejore  God,  even 
thy  God,  hath  annointed  the  with  the  oil  of  gladness 
above  thy  fellows.  Oh  !  that  there  may  be  a  pro¬ 
per  emulation  in  us  to  excel  in  doing  well. 
Ceafe,  therefore,  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well. 
As  doing  evil  was  the  means  of  bringing  down 
judgments  upon  the  people  of  the  Jews,  fo  they 
were  inflructed  how  to  avert  the  divine  wrath, 
and  render  themfelves  acceptable  to  the  Father  of 
the  univerfe  :  not  by  an  attendance  to  the  rituals 
of  that  difpenfation, — - Bring  no  more  vain  obla¬ 
tions  :  incense  is  an  abomination  unto  me,  faith  the 
Lord  :  your  new  moons  and  your  appointed  fcafts  my 
soul kateth :  but  they  were  inftrucled  what  to  do  : 
Wajh  ye,  make  you  clean  -,  put  away  the  evil  of  y out- 
doings  f  rom  before  mine  eyes ;  cease  to  do  evil  -,  learn 
to  do  well ;  seek  judgment ;  relieve  the  oppressed, 
judge  the  fatherless,  plead  for  the  widow.  Here  is 
a  catalogue  of  excellent  moral  duties,  here  is  an 
explanation  of  what  it  is  to  do  well.  He  hath 
,  O  man ,  what  is  good ;  and  what  doth  the 
H  h  z  Lord 
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Lord  requue  of  thee,  but  to  do  juflly ,  and  to  love  mer¬ 
cy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God ?  Now ,  fays 
he,  come,  and  let  us  reason  together :  though  your 
Jins  be  as  scarlet ,  they  Jhall  be  as  white  as  snow  : 
though  they  be  r ed  like  crimson ,  they  Jhall  be  as  wool. 
If  ye  be  willing  ana  obedient ,  ye  Jhall  eat  the  good  of 
the  land.  Let  us  therefore  conform  ourfelves  to 
the  terms  by  which  we  are  to  be  accepted.  OJ  a 
it  nth  1  perceive  that  God  is  no  respedler  of  persons  j 
but,,  m  every  nation,  he  that  feareth  him  and  worketh 
righteousness  is  accepted  of  him.  Let  us  therefore 
cherifh  in  our  breafts,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the 
emotions  of  filial  fear,  which  is  diftinguifhed  from 
that  fiavifh  pafiion  of  which  man  is  the  objeft. 
Such  a  fear  is  evidently  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
that  affection  we  have  to  the  Ancient  of  days.  I 
compare  that  to  the  fear  which  an  affectionate 
child  has  of  its  parent,  which  fprings  from  love:; 
which,  indeed,  is  the  befi:  and  moft  worthy  mo¬ 
tive  of  our  duties  :  we,  therefore,  fear  not  the 
Almighty  Being,  merely  becaufe  he  is  armed  with 
an  untroulable  power,  and  able  to  confign  us  to 
eternal  woe,  who  rides  upon  a  cherub,  and  the 
clouds  are  the  dull  of  his  feet,  and  doeth  what- 
foever  he  plealeth  : — we  fearhim  not  only  becaufe 
of  the  attributes  of  power,  hut  of  goodnefs,  the 
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adorable  attributes  ofgoodnefs,  mercy  and  truth. 
He  has  dealt  with  us  not  in  a  way  of  rigid  jus¬ 
tice,  but  according  to  the  companion  of  a  father. 
He  has  bowed  the  heavens,  and  manifefled  him- 
felf  among  his  creatures :  for,  he  fo  loved  the 
world,  that  he  fe lit  his  only  begotten  Son  into 
the  world,  that  whomfoever  believeth  in  him, 
might  not  perilh,  but  have  everlafting.  life; 
therefore,  let:him  be  the  objedt  of  our  fear ;  and 
this  fear,  many  excellent  things  are  fpoke'n  as  to 
its  effefts,  by  way  of  prevention.  It  is  a  foun¬ 
tain  of  life,  to  prderve  from  the  fnare  of  death  : 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  keepeth  the  heart  clean; 
thei  efore,  biased  is  the  man  that  jeareth  always. 
And  indeed,  it  is  the  firft  part  of  the  everlafting 
gofpel  that  was  preached  by  an  angel  flying  in 
the  midft  of  heaven,  having  the  everlafling  gof- 
pel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth, 
and  to  every  nation,  -.and  kindred,  and  tongue 
and  people,  faying,  with  a  loud  voice,  Fear  God, 
and  give  glory  to  him ;  for ,  the  hour  of  his  judgment 
is  come ;  and  worfhip  him  that  made  heaven  and 
earth  and  the  fee,  and  the  fountains  of  waters : 
f  ear  ye  him  l  This  principle  of  .filial  fear  will 
incline  our  ears  to  an  attention  to  his  law,  and 
we  fliall  be  nieditators  therein  day  and  night ; 
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and  (h'all  not  only  be  hearers  of  the  word,  but 
doers  of  it.  Under  the  influence  of  this  fear, 
we  fit  ail  work  the  work  of  righteoufnefs,  the 


fruit  of  which  is  peace  and  afiurance  forever. 

If  we  o'oferve  this  rule  of  right,  if  we  conform 


oiirfelves  to  him,  we.  dull  be  united  to  the  Au¬ 


thor  of  our  being  m  an  union  that  is  indiflolu- 
bieand  fn-m  as  the  everlafting  lulls.  Keep  my  com¬ 
mandments  (days  ChrifbtQ  his-'difcrples)  and  abide 
in  my  love ,  even  as  1  have  kepi  my  Father  s  command¬ 
ments,  and  abide -in Ms' love.  Blefled  ’i$  the  man 
that  keeps  the  commandments  of  God :  he  (hall 
haveaccefs  to  the  free  of  life,  and' enter  through 
the  gates  into  the  city,  become  a  citizen  with  the 
faints,  and  of  the  houfehold  of  . God.  L  God  grant, 
of  his  infinite  mercy  and  goodnefs,  that,  when 
the  days  of  our  pilgrimage  fhall  be  ended,  we 
may  have  an  admiffion  into  the  aflemhly.  of  juft 
and  pure  fpirits,  to  contemplate  the  attributes  of 
the  1AM.:  that  we  may  fing  the  fong  of  Mofes, 
the  fervant  of  God,  and  the  fong  of  the  lamb, 
faying,  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works.  Lord 
God  Almighty :  juji  and  true  are  thy  ways,  ikon 
King  of  saints  l 
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1\ /f  OST  gracious  God,  and  Father  of  all,  we 
X  v  J.  be/eech  thee,  manifeft  thy  prefence,'  that, 
imprefled  with  the  emotions  of  filial  fear,  we 
may  approach  thy  holy  altar  with  becoming 
reverence,  pour  forth  our  fouls  unto  thee,  and 
offer  thee  a  facrifice  of  thankfgiving  and  praife  : 
that  the  contemplation  of  thy  name  may  impreis 
our  hearts  with  peculiar  folemnity.  Thou,  who 
ftandeft  in  the  adorable  relation  to  us  of  a  father, 
thy  goodnefs  hath  been  extended  to  us  from  fea- 
fon  to  feafon,  from  the  fir  ft  moment  of  our  exift- 
ence  to  the  prefent  moment.  It  is  of  thy  boun¬ 
ty  that  we  are  fupplied  with  all  thofe  bleffings 
which  we  have  received,  Infpire  us,  we  befeech 
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thee,  with  thehigheft  fenfe  of  thy  merciful  good- 
nefs,  that,  O  mod  gracious  Father,  though  hea¬ 
ven  be  thy  throne,  and  the  earth  be  thy  foct- 
ftool,  continue,  we  befeech  thee,  to  look  down 
upon  us  with  favour,  and  regard  the  low  eftate 
of  thy  creatures.  Sound  an  awakening  alarm 
in  the  ears  of  the  ignorant,  thofe  who  are  reclin¬ 
ed  upon  the  beds  of  eafe,  who  live  in  forgetful- 
nefs  of  thee,  and  of  the  obligations  they  are  un¬ 
der  to  thee.  O  Grant  that  thefe  may  awake  to 
righteoufnefs,  that  they  fin  not;  that,  under  an 
awful  fenfe  of  thy  goodnefs,  we  may  approach  thy 
altar  at  this  feafon,  and  offer  to  thee,  thankfgiving 
and  praife,  aferibing  to  thee  glory,  might,  raa- 
jefty  and  dominion,  and  every  other  excellent 
attribute  and  perfection,  of  which  thou  art  wor¬ 
thy,  not  only  now,  but  alfo  henceforth  and  for¬ 
evermore.  Amen. 


THE  END. 
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